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Let us not love with 
words or speech but 
with actions and     
in truth.

1 John 3:18
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SA Letter from

the Board Chair 
MARK FLETCHER, BOARD CHAIR

Dear friends of Compassion, 

In this impact report, you will see numbers and stories 
that represent Compassion Canada’s activities and 
impact for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. However, I hope 
that beyond this high-level picture, you see the people 
and partnerships, faith and generosity, sacrifice and 
hard work happening here in Canada and around the 
world to make an impact for children in poverty, in 
Jesus’ name. 

As Board Chair, I get unique insight into Compassion 
Canada’s ministry throughout each fiscal year. As a 
board, our meetings are filled with constructive and 
dynamic discussions and discernment processes, times 
of learning, and updates from Allison and her team. 
Here’s what I can tell you as a fellow supporter of this 
ministry: the impact represented in this report is real 
and the tenacity with which Compassion stewards your 
donations in order to maximize the impact for children 
is world-class. 

The board and I take our mandate seriously to protect 
and direct this organization. The world in which we 
operate is complex and at times uncertain, but our role 
is to help bring the stability, clarity and steadfastness 
needed to ensure we stay on mission—together. 

None of this happens without you. On behalf of 
the board, thank you for your faithful support and 
partnership. We are pleased to present the financial 
statements for the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 
2022.  

You have our commitment to continue holding this 
organization to the highest standards of stewardship, 
integrity and impact. 

In Christ,  

Mark Fletcher  
CHAIR, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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A Letter from the 
President and CEO
As I entered our 2021-2022 fiscal year in July 2021, I 
had a spirit of both optimism and realism. I was acutely 
aware of the complex, challenging and painful realities 
the world, the world’s children and our supporters were 
facing. At the same time, I had unwavering hope and 
anticipation for how God would continue to grow and 
shape us to advance His mission of compassion around 
the world.  

This spirit stayed with me throughout the events of this 
year as we responded to a devastating earthquake in 
Haiti, saw record-setting year-end generosity, heard the 
stories of Compassion alumni who shared, “If only you 
knew the impact of sponsorship!” …and so much more. 

Throughout the year, we focused on several priorities 
that are essential to advancing our mission: Growing our 
people and culture, becoming a learning organization, 
knowing and serving our supporters more personally 
and deeply, and expanding our reach to more individuals 
and institutions. This is part of a multi-year plan to 
strategically invest resources from our accumulated 
operating surplus to expand our reach and impact over 
the long-term. As a leadership team, we are committed 
to collectively discerning God’s direction for our 
organization with the conviction and courage to join 
Him in both longstanding and new ways to realize our 
vision of every child, every Jesus follower, every life 
transformed. 

Globally, we are focused on advancing life outcomes 
with more children and youth more quickly. Last year, 
our Global Program team developed a learning cycle that 
maximizes our program effectiveness by empowering 
our frontline church partners to implement evidence-
informed interventions that address the unique needs 
and realities of children in their context. We’re also 
thrilled to have expanded into new program countries, 
including Myanmar and Malawi this past year. 

Through all of this, we remain unwaveringly committed to 
our mission of releasing children from poverty in Jesus’ 

ALLISON ALLEY, PRESIDENT AND CEO

name and strategically anchored as a Christ-centred, 
church-driven and child-focused organization. Our 
laser focus is on seeing children develop holistically 
and flourish in every area of their life so they can 
realize their God-given potential.

I am so proud of our staff’s efforts over the past year, 
and all the ways they focused on staying true to our 
mission while adapting our methods—learning and 
growing every step of the way so kids can have the 
opportunity to do the same!

I’m also incredibly grateful for you, our supporters and 
partners. For your prayers, for raising your voice, for 
giving of your resources, for sharing our stories, and 
more! It truly takes every one of you: young and old, 
longstanding supporters and new, monthly sponsors 
and annual donors, church partners and business 
partners, quiet prayer warriors and bold mobilizers. 

As I look to the next fiscal year, I remain realistic once 
again about the significant challenges confronting 
our staff, supporters, partners and those we serve. 
We are facing a global food crisis, rising poverty rates 
and unique pressures on us as individuals and society. 
More than ever, I keep returning to five simple postures 
that have been so important in my life and leadership: 
soft hearts, a shrewd head, surrendered hands, soulful 
habits and selfless hunger. I continue to have an 
undeniable spirit of anticipation for all that God is 
going to do in and through our global Compassion 
community as we join Him in this Kingdom work. 

Thank you for your partnership and impact.

 
 
 
Allison Alley  
PRESIDENT AND CEO, COMPASSION CANADA

Dear friends of Compassion, 

Saturday,	October	20,	2018 5:26	PM
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Meet the Board
COMPASSION CANADA IS GOVERNED BY A VOLUNTARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
WITH UNIQUE SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE, UNITED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
RELEASING CHILDREN FROM POVERTY IN JESUS’ NAME. 
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 82.6% Program Activities 17.4% Operating Expenses 

2022 Impact 
Snapshot Your love, generosity and support as made 

an incredible difference in the lives of children 
around the world this fiscal year.

$2,481,219
Over $2.4 million was raised as part of Gifts of 
Compassion. You gave real gifts to meet the real needs of 
children, families and communities experiencing poverty. 

416
Canadians funded 416 Targeted Response interventions 
in the 2022 fiscal year, including 120 complementary 
interventions benefitting 174,555 children and youth and 
296 Survival programs benefitting 4,616 mom and baby 
pairs. 

2,311,930
Over 2.3 million children, infants and youth are currently 
supported by Compassion globally. Thank you!

105,724
At the end of the 2022 fiscal year, over 105,000 children 
were sponsored through Compassion Canada, showing 
each child there is a hope more powerful than poverty.

4,724
Over 4,700 new sponsorships began this year through 
Compassion Canada, bringing joy and encouragement to 
both sponsors and sponsored children. 

99,220
Even in such a challenging year, Canadian sponsors 
wrote over 99,000 letters to their sponsored children 
with words of encouragement. 

8,238
Church Partners

In a year of significant challenges, it is a great blessing 
that Compassion continues to partner with over 8,000 
church partners around the world. 

$74,673,315
Thanks to your generosity, Compassion 

Canada received $74.6 million in revenue 
this fiscal year to support some of the 

world’s most vulnerable children. 

Over 82% went to directly impact the 
children we serve. 
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The Compassion 
Story

Releasing children from poverty 
in Jesus’ name.
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Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This 
is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’”

Matthew 22:37-39
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GIRLS PLAYING 
TOGETHER IN BOLIVIA.

As one of the world’s leading 
child development organizations, 
Compassion partners with the 
local church in 27 countries 
to end poverty in the lives of 
children and their families. Today, 
more than two million children 
and their families are discovering 
lives full of promise and purpose 
as they develop in all aspects of 
their lives—minds, bodies and 
relationships—while discovering 
God’s love for them in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission:

To release children 
from poverty in 
Jesus’ name

20 21
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Christ-Centred 
Jesus is at the heart of 
Compassion. His love for 
those living in poverty and His 
power to change lives is why 
Compassion exists. The life-
changing message of His love 
moves through the support 
of friends like you. He is the 
ultimate source of hope, both 
the immediate and the eternal. 

Church-Driven 
Over 8,000 churches in Africa, 
Asia, Central America and 
South America are on the front 
lines of releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name. They 
build relationships with children 
and their families and know their 
community and context. This 
means they are best positioned 
to understand and address 
each child’s unique physical, 
emotional, social and spiritual 
needs.  

Child-Focused 
Intrinsic to Compassion’s 
ministry is the belief that every 
child matters. Everything we do 
is designed to meet the specific 
needs of individual children 
so that they have all they 
need to thrive. Compassion’s 
program ensures each child is 
given the skills, resources and 
encouragement to help them 
overcome poverty.  

Our Distinctives

22 23
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1965
Rev. Everett Swanson dies on 15 
Nov, thirteen years after pioneering 
Compassion’s ministry.

1966
Rev. Henry L. Harvey becomes 
president of Compassion Inc.

1975
Compassion Inc. ministers in 12 
developing nations and more than 
25,000 children are sponsored. 

Rev. Wallace H. Erikson becomes 
president of Compassion 
International.

1952
Rev. Everett Swanson witnesses 
the suffering of children during 
the Korean War and God calls 
him to do something about it. 
He begins with a promise to help 
35 children and establishes the 
Everett Swanson Evangelistic 
Association (ESEA).

1954
The Child Sponsorship Program 
(CDSP) is developed.

1963
Inspired by Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 15:32, “I have compassion 
for these people ... I do not want to 
send them away hungry”, as well 
as Swanson’s growing uneasiness 
with seeing his own name represent 
a growing ministry, the name 
is changed from the Everett 
Swanson Evangelistic Association 
to Compassion International. 
Compassion of Canada, Ltd (now 
known as “Compassion Canada”) 
is formed. Bob and Janet Forsyth 
open their home to house the first 
Canadian office.

2018
Compassion International 
ministers in 25 nations and 
more than 2 million children are 
sponsored. 

2021
Compassion International now 
partners with over 8,000 churches in 
27 countries to release children from 
poverty. More than 100,00 children 
are supported by Canadians.

1972
Jim Somerville becomes the first 
president of Compassion Canada. 
Compassion Canada’s office moves 
to London, Ontario.

2019
Allison Alley becomes 
Compassion Canada’s fourth 
President and CEO, after the 
retirement of Barry Slauenwhite 
who served with Compassion for 
36 years.  

1991
Compassion Canada hits the 
milestone of 10,000 children 
sponsored.

2003
The Child Survival Program (CSP) is 
developed. Switzerland becomes a 
Global Partner country.

2007
Complimentary Interventions (CIV) 
are developed. Germany becomes a 
Global Partner country.

2001
United Kingdom, Italy and Spain 
join our Global Partner Alliance.

1993
Dr. Wesley Stafford becomes 
president of Compassion 
International.  

Barry Slauenwhite becomes 
Compassion Canada’s third 
President and CEO.

1977
Compassion Australia joins our list 
of Global Partners.

1983
Dave MacLeod is named president 
of Compassion Canada following 
Jim Somerville’s retirement.

1986
New Zealand joins our Global 
Partner Alliance.

2009
Compassion Intl. ministers in 26 
lower-income nations and more than 
1 million children are sponsored. 

2013
Compassion Canada celebrates 
50 years of ministry.

Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado 
is welcomed as Compassion 
International’s fifth president.

Compassion Nordic joins the 
Global Partner Alliance. 

2011
Ireland joins our Global Partner 
Alliance.

Our History:

1967
A building for Compassion’s offices 
in Seoul, Korea, is constructed and 
dedicated as the Everett Swanson 
Memorial Building.

MIRIAM SWANSON ATTENDS THE 
OPENING OF THE EVERETT SWANSON 
MEMORIAL BUILDING IN SOUTH KOREA, 
1967.

STAFF PRAYING TOGETHER AT THE 
SOUTH KOREA INTERNATIONAL PARTNER 
OFFICE, 2002.

CELEBRATIONS!
2 MILLION CHILDREN SPONSORED.

2002
Fifty-two years after its destitute 
children inspired the ministry of 
Compassion, South Korea becomes 
a funding partner country, and 
South Koreans begin sponsoring 
children in other parts of the world.

For 70 years, Compassion has served vulnerable children  
living in poverty around the world.  

From our early beginnings working in Korea in 1952, Compassion has  
since grown to partner with churches around the world and support over 
2.3 million children. Compassion Canada was founded in 1963 and, thanks 
to our generous supporters, now ensures over 2 million children are 
known, loved and connected.

24 25
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Our Holistic Child 
Development Model 
Compassion’s holistic child development model is designed 
to help every child become a thriving follower of Jesus, who 
positively influences their world. 

This model seeks to address each child’s unique physical, social, emotional, 
spiritual and economic needs. 

SPIRITUAL

Each child has the opportunity to hear the 
gospel in a culturally relevant, non-coercive 
way, through Compassion’s partnership with 
local churches. 

PHYSICAL

Your support means children can learn  
good health and hygiene practices, as well 
as receive proper medical care as needed 
to stay well.

SOCIO-EMOTIONAL

Healthy relationships are important in a 
child’s life. Children learn how to interact with 
others in a compassionate way, knowing they 
deserve the same. 

ECONOMIC

Poverty is complex and about more than just 
material wealth, but your generosity ensures 
children are supported in all areas of life.

26 27
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Our Programs
Compassion’s programs assist children through all stages of their 
development: from Survival into Child and Youth Development, 
with support as needed through Complementary Interventions.

Survial
Equipping mothers and babies 
to keep them in good health and 
enable positive development.

Child and Youth 
Development
Ensuring every child is known, 
loved, connected and released 
from poverty in Jesus’ name.

Complementary 
Interventions
Providing holistic support to each 
Compassion assisted child so all 
areas of their life receive care.

28 29
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Our Global 
Network

Supporting 
Countries 
Compassion’s ministry is funded by 
more than 12 supporting countries, 
including Canada, known as the 
Global Partner Alliance.

Global Ministry 
Centre 
Compassion International, our 
global ministry headquarters, is 
located in Colorado Springs, USA. 

Country Office 
Each country where 
Compassion works has a main 
office that is responsible for 
coordinating national staff, 
overseeing the program and 
cultivating local relationships. 

Local Churches 
More than 8,000 local churches 
in 27 countries are the catalysts 
for change in their communities, 
reaching out to the most 
vulnerable children with 
Compassion’s support. 

Program 
Through Compassion’s Child 
Sponsorship Program, Urgent 
Needs and Survival programs, 
children have their spiritual, 
physical, economic and 
socioemotional needs met 
so they can be released from 
poverty in Jesus’ name. 
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Compassion and 
Child Protection 
We know the safety and wellbeing of children is foundational to 
their healthy growth and development. As a result, Compassion 
has a zero-tolerance policy for child abuse. We take the protection 
and privacy of all children involved in our program seriously. All 
children—regardless of their gender, race, religious beliefs, age, 
disability, sexual orientation, family or social background—have 
equal rights to protection from abuse. 

Child protection is essential because a child that is not protected 
is a child who is vulnerable to suffering and loss. The efforts 
we make to give them the tools for a better future are undone 
when they experience the damaging effect of abuse, neglect or 
exploitation. Child protection protects all that a child is and all that 
a child will become.

Find out more about Compassion’s child protection policy. 

A YOUNG BOY RELAXES IN A 
HAMMOCK ON ROTE ISLAND, 
INDONESIA.

SISTERS, JANI AND JULENDA, 
WALK TO SCHOOL HOLDING 
HANDS ON ROTE ISLAND, 
INDONESIA.

32 33
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The Global
Story

How you—and others just like you—
made an impact around the world.
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If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but 
has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in 
that person? Dear children, 
let us not love with words 
or speech but with actions 
and in truth.

1 John 3:17-18

  TO
G

O
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Countries Raising 
Awareness and 
Support
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Countries 
Delivering 
Program

8,238
Church Partners

2,286,248 
Registered Children

27,058 
Survival Program Participants
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9
Countries

3,605
Church Partners

Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Togo,  Uganda

908,501 
Registered Children

11,282 
Survival Program Participants

Africa Totals from June 2022
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Est. 2004

399 
Church Partners 

10,6157 
Registered Children 

1,426 
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2022

2
Church Partners 

1,198
Registered Children 

178
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1993

561
Church Partners 

134,184
Registered Children 

1,545
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2005

413
Church Partners 

96,540
Registered Children 

621
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1980

466
Church Partners 

138,214
Registered Children 

1,927
Survival Program 
Participants

1 532 4
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Est. 1979

432
Church Partners 

110,087
Registered Children 

899
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1999

555
Church Partners 

112,214
Registered Children 

1,414
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2007

304
Church Partners 

74,062
Registered Children 

1,487
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1980

473
Church Partners 

135,845
Registered Children 

1,785
Survival Program 
Participants

6 87 9
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Totals from June 2022

6
Countries

1,564 
Church Partners

Bangladesh, Indonesia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand

391,804 
Registered Children

5,110 
Survival Program Participants

Asia

46 47
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Est. 2003

174
Church Partners 

42,954
Registered Children 

884
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1970

172
Church Partners 

54,996
Registered Children 

164
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1968

723
Church Partners 

168,384
Registered Children 

1,968
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2022

New country expansion. 
Data not yet available. 

Est. 1972

414
Church Partners 

10,3867
Registered Children 

1,170
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2009

81
Church Partners 

21,603
Registered Children 

924
Survival Program 
Participants 

1 63 42 5
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Totals from June 2022

7
Countries

1,770
Church PartnersDominican Republic, El Salvador, 

Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua 536,712 

Registered Children

5,956 
Survival Program Participants

Central 
America

50 51
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Est. 1970

212
Church Partners

65,566
Registered Children 

1,014
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1974

220
Church Partners 

62,062
Registered Children 

458
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1977

276
Church Partners 

68,640
Registered Children 

828
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1979

219
Church Partners 

67,903
Registered Children 

805
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1980

224
Church Partners 

65,370
Registered Children 

533
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 2002

249
Church Partners 

73,049
Registered Children 

699
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1968

370
Church Partners 

134,122
Registered Children 

1,619
Survival Program 
Participants

1 53 72 64

52 53
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Totals from June 2022

5
Countries

1,299
Church PartnersBolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 

Ecuador, Peru

449,231
Registered Children

4,710 
Survival Program Participants

South 
America

54 55
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Est. 1975

222
Church Partners 

93,973
Registered Children 

1,144
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1980

260 
Church Partners 

87,080 
Registered Children 

802 
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1975

197
Church Partners 

57,146
Registered Children 

448
Survival Program 
Participants 

Est. 1974

296
Church Partners 

95,671 
Registered Children 

633 
Survival Program 
Participants

Est. 1974

262 
Church Partners 

98,613 
Registered Children 

1,370 
Survival Program 
Participants

1 532 4

56 57

Impact Report 2022 Compassion CanadaTHE GLOBAL STORY



Your 2022 Impact
Story

How you’re helping to release children 
from poverty in Jesus’ name.

  B
O

LIV
IA
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Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the 
least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine,   
you did for me.

Matthew 25:40

  TO
G

O
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Hope When
Disasters Strike 
On top of COVID-19, the 2022 fiscal year brought hundred of 
other crises and environmental disasters—and Compassion 
supporters helped to respond. Notably, after the August 2021 
earthquake in Haiti, Compassion supporters in Canada rallied 
to help provide shelter and trauma counselling to affected 
children and families.

After a 7.2 earthquake devastated 
the already struggling region of 
southwestern Haiti, both homes and 
hope were flattened. Six-year-old 
Soraya and her grandmother, Ana, 
couldn’t even return to the rubble that 
was once their house to search for 
any intact belongings. The structure 
was too unsafe. They only place they 
could turn was their local church and 
Compassion centre. Living in tents 
on the church grounds meant some 
safety for this vulnerable family, but it 
was only a temporary solution. When 
strangers came to visit just days after 
the earthquake, Soraya asked, “Did 
you come to rebuild my house?”  

These visitors were from Compassion 
Haiti’s national office, and this is 
exactly why they had come. The 
need for shelter was critical as 
12,000 homes of Compassion-
assisted children were destroyed or 
damaged by the earthquake. Grief 
and economic instability devasted 
the community, and without homes, 
moving forward seemed impossible.   

Rebuilding 
Hope

In response, the global Church 
responded with love to partner with 
the local Haitian churches in this 
time of crisis. Due to the generosity 
of Canadians, the frontline church 
partners in Haiti were able to come 
alongside families in providing 
building materials, plans and support. 
The new homes are built to SPHERE 
humanitarian standards, with secure 
foundations and safe building 
materials.  

Compassion Haiti National Director 
Guilbaud Saint-Cyr says, “Relief 
work has its place, but we cannot be 
satisfied with relief for a long time. 
We need to provide durable solutions! 
We’re committed to building safer 
and stronger buildings that withstand 
future earthquakes and hurricanes.”  

Though simple, the new homes are 
the start of rebuilding hope for the 
people of Haiti. Vania, a mother of six 
says, “Where people see a shelter, I 
see a palace. The Lord heard our cries 
and responded through Compassion.” 

SORAYA AND HER GRANDMOTHER, ANA. Read more about Compassion’s response in Haiti.
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l FOR MOMS AND BABIES LIVING IN POVERTY, THE FIRST YEAR 
OF A CHILD’S LIFE IS CRITICAL FOR SURVIVAL.

The impact of poverty on mothers and babies:

• Children in poverty are almost twice as likely to die before 
the age of five as the world’s most well-off children.

• Of the 5.9 million under-five deaths in 2015, nearly 
half were caused by largely preventable and treatable 
diseases and conditions such as pneumonia, measles, 
sepsis and diarrhea. 

• Mothers and their newborns living in poverty are less 
likely to receive a post-natal check-up, increasing the risk 
of post-birth complications.

• 94% of all maternal deaths occur in low and middle-
income countries.

Sources: UNICEF, United Nations
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Your impact this year alone:

4,616 moms and babies supported through 
Compassion Canada.

296 Survival programs funded by Canadians.

27,058 moms and babies supported globally through 
Compassion’s Survival programs.

How your support helps vulnerable moms and babies:

HOME-BASED CARE FOR 
MOTHERS AND BABIES with 
perinatal specialists visiting 
families monthly to offer 
healthcare, education and 
emotional support.

ADVOCACY FOR MOMS to ensure 
they are treated fairly by local 
services and can access the 
essential support they need to 
thrive, including medical care 
and birth attendants. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
NETWORKS that bring mothers 
together to combat isolation, 
learn new ways of earning an 
income and provide each other 
with long-term support. 

COMPASSION CENTRES are 
somewhere mothers can always 
turn for support, learning 
opportunities and expert advice 
on how to monitor their child’s 
healthy development. 
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Hajara might have an unusual family, 
but there is nothing unusual about 
needing extra help in raising healthy 
babies. After already giving birth to a 
healthy daughter and then twin girls, 
Hajara’s third pregnancy checkups 
revealed she was now pregnant with 
triplets! Terrified of the responsibility 
of more children, Hajara’s husband left 
her and did not return—a tragically 
common reality.  

When the three baby boys were 
born, this mother was joyful but 
overwhelmed. At first, visitors brought 
food and extra hands, but after a 
few months food became scarce. 
Hajara was too weak and anxious to 
even nurse the babies, let alone find 
work. With only black tea to give her 
children, malnourishment and illness 
took hold.   

When Compassion’s Survival program 
heard Hajara’s story, they stepped 
in with an offer of support and a 
demonstration of God’s steadfast love. 
Immediately, the children received 

Helping 
Hands for 
Healthy 
Babies

medical intervention. Compassion 
centre staff delivered diapers, toiletries 
and cleaning supplies along with a 
large supply of essential groceries. 
Regular home care visits from the 
Compassion Survival staff also brought 
new clothing, a mattress and lessons 
on nutrition, hygiene and healthy child 
development. Through spiritual and 
practical support offered, Hajara now 
had a lifeline and a community that 
demonstrated love to her.  

Today, the triplets have successfully 
made it through their most critical first 
year of life with the help of their local 
church. Hajara is beginning work with 
the help of a small business start-up 
and training provided by Compassion. 

For moms like Hajara, knowing that 
God had not forgotten her and there 
were still people who cared meant 
true hope when she felt hopeless. 
Because of the generosity towards 
Compassion’s Survival Initiatives, more 
moms like Hajara can be equipped to 
raise healthy, happy babies.  

Find out more about Survival projects.

HAJARA WITH HER SIX CHILDREN.
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POVERTY LOOKS DIFFERENT FOR EACH CHILD, BUT OUR 
GOALS STAY THE SAME: GOOD HEALTH, GOOD SKILLS, GOOD 
RELATIONSHIPS AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS. 

The impact of poverty on children: 

• Child poverty itself is the main reason why poverty continues 
in the next generation. 

• Children living in poverty are at an increased risk of poor 
health, malnutrition, lack of education, forced or dangerous 
labour, violence and child marriage. 

• Poverty can result in rejection by wider society, leading to 
feelings of inadequacy and a loss of confidence, leading 
children to doubt in their own ability to succeed or change 
their circumstances. 

Sources: UNICEF, Fell, B., Hewstone, M (2015). Psychological perspectives on poverty: 
A review of psychological research into the causes and consequences of poverty.
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Your impact this year alone:

4,724 more children sponsored by 
Canadians this year, while many 
others graduated with a bright 
future.

105,724 children sponsored in total 
through Compassion Canada 
by over 80,000 sponsors. 

99,220 letters sent from Canadian 
sponsors to the children they 
sponsor.

2,286,248 children sponsored through 
Compassion globally this year.

Holistic Child Development Model:
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How does holistic child development work? 

Through Compassion’s programs in partnership with local 
churches, children are ministered to in every aspect of their 
lives, receiving:

• Age-appropriate Christian teaching and discipleship at a 
local church.

• Formal and non-formal educational opportunities.

• Health care, hygiene training and supplementary food.

• Personal attention, guidance and love.

Holistic Child Development Model:
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Despite growing up in extreme 
poverty, ten-year-old Esther is rich 
in faith. Living with her parents and 
two siblings in Burkina Faso, Esther’s 
family has experienced hardship. Even 
though life is difficult, because of her 
Compassion sponsor she knows she is 
not alone. 

The highlight of Esther’s day is going 
to her Compassion centre, where she 
learns Bible stories and how to pray. 
She says, “Through the Bible stories, I 
know that God is good, and if I put my 
trust in Him, Satan cannot defeat me. 
At the age of five, I decided to follow 
Jesus. Since then, I have been putting 
my faith in God during the good and 
the tough times. I pray to God when 
things are good as well as when 
things are bad.”  

During a particularly difficult period, 
Esther’s family had no food at all to 
eat. Though both parents worked, 
their income wasn’t enough to meet 
basic needs. The last meal they could 
scrape together was a thinned-out 
porridge. Instead of giving in to fear, 

Growing 
Faith in God

Esther remembered the Bible story she 
heard at her Compassion centre about 
how God brought food to his people in 
the desert. She began to pray that God 
would provide. It was only half an hour 
before the family received a call to 
come to the Compassion centre for a 
food support package!  

Esther saw an answer to prayer that 
she calls a miracle. Because of the 
support of her Compassion sponsor, 
her family has not lacked food, and 
Esther will receive all she needs 
to escape poverty. Because of the 
partnership with the local church, 
Esther is also growing in faith. She 
reminds us, “I would like to tell you 
not to be discouraged. Continue to 
pray because God is almighty, and 
He never comes too early or too late. 
When God answers, it is always a 
timely blessing.”   

ESTHER WITH HER MOM 
AND TWO SIBLINGS.

Find out more about child sponsorship.
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Every Compassion assisted child will, at some 
point, require care beyond sponsorship’s reach. 
Complementary Interventions provide customized 
care, preventative action and tailored solutions that 
directly address obstacles to a child’s development. 

This additional support ensures their healthy 
development through initiatives such as safe water, 
emergency medical care, improved infrastructure, 
vocational training and disaster relief. 

174,555
Over 174,000 children and youth, plus their families and communities, benefitted 
from Complementary Interventions funded by you in the 2022 fiscal year. 
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120
Complementary Interventions were 
funded by Canadian supporters. 
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When life is uncertain, knowing 
you are not alone can make all 
the difference. For Luis’s family 
in Colombia, the local church and 
Compassion centre were a lifeline 
when family and others were unable 
to help.  

While both of Luis’s parents have 
employment, work was disrupted due 
to the pandemic. In addition, Luis’s 
father had an accident while working, 
which required surgery and months 
of recovery. His mother also became 
quite sick and needed medical 
support. While Compassion centre 
staff visit all families and provide 
spiritual care and material assistance 
as needed, it was clear that Luis’s 
family needed support that went 
beyond the regular measures. 

In response, Luis’s family received 
extra food baskets, as well as 
assistance with rent until his father 
was well enough to work again. 
Luis’s smile is enough to tell you 
that he is finding hope and joy in his 
circumstances. While he has known 
poverty and uncertainty, his life is 
improving due to sponsorship.  He 
studies hard, he has food at home 
and has a head full of dreams for his 
future.  

Sirlena, the centre director says, “Most 
of our children are highly vulnerable. 
When parents receive the food 
baskets, many of them say, ‘Thank you 
for that help, God bless you. We didn’t 
have anything to eat today.’ It is good 
to know that our work is impacting 
the families. They feel supported and 
are feeling the love of God in their 
lives. They know that God does exist 
and helps and loves them.” 

Find out more about Complementary Interventions.

Help in 
Times of 
Trouble

LUIS AND HIS FAMILY.
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CHILDREN PLAYING 
TOGETHER IN TOGO.

Words From 
Our Supporters 

“Compassion Canada’s intentional support of our church 
community has shaped how we see the world and our role in the 
kingdom. Our congregation has found such joy and delight in our 
child sponsorship relationships. We are thrilled to partner with an 
organization that puts such a high priority on partnering with local 
churches around the globe.” 

– Steve Bock, Lead Pastor, Grant Memorial Church  
(Winnipeg, Manitoba)

“For the past 20+ years, my family and I have supported the 
work of this wonderful organization that doesn’t just preach the 
gospel of Jesus but practices it. They are transparent to donors 
in their use of funds and effective in changing the lives of children 
wherever they work. I have seen it first-hand. Every charity my 
family supports has to meet a high standard of efficiency and 
results. Compassion is always at the top of our list.” 

– Robert, donor (London, Ontario)

“The beauty of Compassion is that it opens the door for 
members of the global church to partner together in the mission 
of seeing and loving each other well. Compassion tells stories 
of children who have experienced the pains of poverty and loss 
but who also enjoy teasing their siblings, playing with friends 
and sneaking a bite of dinner before mom calls them to eat. 
We connect through our shared experiences and walk humbly 
amidst our differences. As we see Christ in each other, we are 
drawn closer to the throne of grace.”

– Andrea Nwabuike, sponsor and volunteer  
(Mississauga, Ontario)

“I used to think I had absolutely no control over some of the 
terrible situations in this world and how, even if I helped, it still 
wouldn’t be enough to do anything important. Now I have seen 
that no matter how busy I am, how young I am or how few 
resources I have, I can still make even a small difference in the 
world, right where I am. That has grown my confidence in my 
ministry future.”

– Lael, student and fundraiser
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Revenue Expenditures YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE

REVENUE 2022 2021 2020

Program Revenue

— Child and Youth Development $ 62,567,114 $ 63,192,836 $ 63,388,556

— Complementary Interventions $ 8,184,138 $ 4,656,725 $ 4,424,143

— Survival $ 2,605,441 $ 2,093,322 $ 1,730,829

— Disaster $ 1,278,980 $ 3,980,610 $ 591,581

Total Program Revenue $ 74,635,673 $ 73,923,493 $ 70,135,109

Other Revenue

— Investment Income $ 9,997 $ 327,993 $ 383,588

— Other Revenue $ 27,645 $ 1,104,856 $ 13,702

Total Other Revenue $ 37,642 $ 1,432,849 $ 397,290

TOTAL REVENUES $ 74,673,315 $ 75,356,342 $ 70,532,399

EXPENDITURES 2022 2021 2020

Program Expenditures

— Child and Youth Development $ 50,923,219 $ 52,039,749 $ 52,689,722

— Complementary Interventions $ 6,797,311 $ 3,729,326 $ 3,539,314

— Survival $ 2,084,353 $ 1,674,658 $ 1,384,663

— Disaster $ 2,203,874 $ 3,184,488 $ 473,265

Total Program Expenditures $ 62,008,757 $ 60,628,221 $ 58,086,964

Operating Expenditures

— Fundraising $ 7,037,871 $ 6,262,803 $ 6,280,680

— Administration $ 5,896,223 $ 4,518,685 $ 4,469,308

Total Operating Expenditures $ 12,934,094 $ 10,781,488 $ 10,749,988

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 74,942,851 $ 71,409,709 $ 68,836,952
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9.4¢

Ratios

RATIOS 2022 2021 2020

Annual

— Program 82.6% 84.8% 84.29%

— Fundraising 9.4% 8.8% 9.1%

— Administration 8.0% 6.4% 6.6%

Rolling 5 Year

— Program 83.9% 84.2% 84.34%

— Fundraising 9.5% 9.6% 9.6%

— Administration 6.6% 6.2% 6.1%

Stewarding    
Your Resources 

Rated one of Canada’s Highest Rated Charities by Canada’s 
charity watchdog, Compassion Canada is committed to 
handling the finances entrusted to us with the utmost integrity. 
This year, 82.6 per cent of funds were used for program 
activities benefiting the children we serve, and 17.4 per cent  
for operating expenses.

The Cost of Fundraising

We spend just 9.4¢ of every dollar we receive on fundraising 
efforts.

This pays for all of our fundraising staff, print & digital advertising, printing 
& distribution costs for our mailings, fundraising events and online activities. 
Compassion does not, directly or indirectly, pay finder’s fees, commissions  
or percentage compensation based on contributions.

17.4%

82.6%

Rated as one of Canada’s best Charities for financial integrity
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Independent Auditors’ Report 
 
To the Members of 

Compassion Canada 
 
Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of Compassion Canada, which comprise the statement of 
financial position as at June 30, 2022, and the statements of operations and changes in fund balances and 
cash flows for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory 
information. 

In our opinion, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of 
Compassion Canada as at June 30, 2022, and results of operations and its cash flows for the year then 
ended in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations. 

 
Basis for Opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of 
the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Company in accordance with the 
ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in Canada, and we have 
fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 
 
Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with 
Governance for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organization, and for such internal control 
as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the organization's ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the organization or to 
cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the organization's financial reporting 
process. 
 
Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditors' report that includes 
our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit 
conducted in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, 
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of 
users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 
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Auditors' Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise 
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also: 
 • Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 

fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit 
evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as 
fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of 
internal control. 

 • Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the organization's internal control.  

 • Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates and related disclosures made by management. 

 • Conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting 
and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events 
or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the organization’s ability to continue as a going 
concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our 
auditors' report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are 
inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to 
the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or conditions may cause the organization to 
cease to continue as a going concern. 

 • Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the 
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events 
in a manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 
We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in 
internal control that we identify during our audit. 
 
 

September 16, 2022            PP  TT  MM  GG  LLLLPP  
Exeter, Ontario Chartered Professional Accountants 
                  Licensed Public Accountants 
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1. Purpose of organization:   

Compassion Canada (the "Organization") is a leading child development organization. Its mission 
is to release children from poverty in Jesus’ name. 

For close to 60 years, Compassion has helped to revolutionize the fight against global poverty by 
partnering with local churches to lift children out of spiritual, economic, social and physical 
poverty. 

Compassion Canada is incorporated, without share capital, under the Canada Not-for-profit 
Corporations Act. The Organization is a registered charity under the Income Tax Act (Canada) and, 
accordingly, is exempt from income taxes, provided certain requirements of the Income Tax Act 
(Canada) are met. 

2. Significant accounting policies:   

The financial statements have been prepared by management in accordance with Canadian 
accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations. 

(a) Restricted fund accounting: 

The financial statements of the Organization are maintained in accordance with the restricted 
fund method of accounting. All financial statement transactions have been recorded in three 
funds: Operating, Capital and Planned Giving.  

(i) Operating Fund: 

Operating Fund is composed of three main programs: Child and Youth Development 
Program, Complementary Interventions, and Survival. 

Funds that are internally restricted have been designated by the Board for program use 
and the Accumulated operating surplus is to be used for future operating expenditures 
(fundraising and administration). 

(ii) Capital Fund: 

Capital Fund reports the assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses related to the 
Organization’s property, building, and equipment. 

The costs of the Organization’s property, building, and equipment are reported in the 
Capital Fund which in turn charges the Operating Fund an asset use fee for the use of 
those assets. The asset use fee charged has been disclosed in Note 5 to the financial 
statements. 

Funds that are externally restricted have been provided by a single donor to fund building 
initiatives, and if no longer required for building initiatives, may be allocated by the Board 
for program use. 

(iii) Planned Giving Fund: 

The Planned Giving Fund consists of annuities and a fully funded universal life insurance 
policy. The Organization receives any excess funds remaining upon the death of the 
annuitant, and all of the proceeds on the death of the life insured. 
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2. Significant accounting policies (continued): 

(b) Revenue recognition:  
Restricted contributions related to general operations are recognized as revenue of the 
Operating Fund in the year in which the related expenses are incurred. Contributions toward 
capital assets are recognized as revenue to the Capital Fund. 
Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue in the year received. 
Investment income is recognized as revenue as earned.   
Donations in-kind consist of life insurance policies and marketable securities. The donation 
of a life insurance policy is recognized as revenue in the period in which the Organization is 
named owner and beneficiary and the policy is fully funded. Donations of marketable 
securities are recognized as revenue in the period in which the organization receives the 
securities, based on the quoted market value of the securities at that time. 

(c) Contributed services:  
A substantial number of volunteers contribute a significant amount of their time each year.  
Because of the difficulty of determining the fair value, contributed services are not recognized 
in the financial statements. 

(d) Allocation of expenditures: 
Expenditures are recorded and reported by program and support services.  Certain officers 
and employees perform a combination of program, fundraising and administrative activities; 
as a result, compensation expenditures are allocated based on time dedicated to the activity. 
Other operating and general expenditures, including professional and consulting fees, 
technology support, occupancy expenditures and asset use fees, have been allocated based 
on the level of benefit received by each program and support service. 

(e) Financial instruments: 
(i) Measurement 

Fixed income financial instruments are reported at cost or amortized cost less 
impairment, if applicable. Financial assets are tested for impairment when changes in 
circumstances indicate the asset could be impaired. Mutual Funds that are traded in an 
active market are initially and subsequently measured at fair value. Transaction costs on 
the acquisition, sale or issue of financial instruments are charged to the financial 
instrument. 

(ii) Financial Risk 
Interest Rate Risk is the risk that the fair value or future cash flows of a financial 
instrument will fluctuate because of changes in market interest rates. The Organization 
is exposed to interest rate risk arising from the possibility that changes in interest rates 
will affect the value of fixed income denominated investments.  
Credit Risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause a financial loss 
for the other party by failing to discharge an obligation. The Organization has a 
concentration of credit risk related to all cash being held by one financial institution.  
Liquidity Risk is the risk that the Organization encounters difficulty in meeting its 
obligations associated with financial liabilities.   
It is management’s opinion that the Organization is not exposed to significant interest, 
credit or liquidity risks arising from their financial instruments. 
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2. Significant accounting policies (continued): 

(f) Property, building and equipment: 

Purchased property, building and equipment are recorded at cost. Contributed property, 
building and equipment are recorded at fair value at the date of contribution. Amortization 
expense is reported in the Capital Fund net of an annual asset use fee charged to the 
Operating Fund. Amortization is provided on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful 
lives of capital assets. Amortization rates are as follows: 
 

Asset Rate 
Building Retire in 2043 
Building equipment & improvements 5 – 10 years 
Office and computer equipment, software 3 – 10 years 
 

(g) Use of estimates: 

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian accounting standards 
for not-for-profit organizations requires management to make estimates and assumptions 
that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities, the disclosure of contingent assets 
and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues 
and expenses during the year. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

3. Investments: 
 

Investment assets 2022 2021 
 Carrying Fair Carrying Fair 
 value  value value value 

Government and Corporate Bonds $ 8,418,165 $ 7,992,184 $ 11,188,948 $ 11,389,277 
Guaranteed Investment Certificate  2,917,795  2,921,402  625,982   626,015  
Money Market Funds  4,258  4,258  138,911  138,911 
Mutual Funds  1,715,556  1,715,556  -     -    
 $ 13,055,774 $ 12,633,400 $ 11,953,841 $ 12,154,203 

The fair value of investments was determined by reference to published price quotations in an 
active market. Investment income includes interest and realized gains on fixed income 
investments and realized and unrealized gains and losses on Mutual Funds. 

Government and Corporate Bonds have an effective interest rate of 1.25% to 8.64% (2021 – 1.25% 
to 8.64%) and mature between 2022 and 2028. Guaranteed Investment Certificates have an 
effective interest rate of 0.60% to 2.00% (2021 – 0.60%) and mature between 2023 and 2026. 
Money Market Funds have an effective interest rate of about 0.34% (2021 – 0.18%) with no fixed 
maturity date. 
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3. Investments (continued) 
 

Investment income (loss) 2022 2021 
       Planned 
  Operating  Capital  Giving   
   Fund  Fund  Fund  Total  Total 

Investments measured at fair value 
 Dividends $ 2,813 $ 859 $ -    $ 3,672 $ -    
 Change in value of mutual funds  (220,741)  (67,375)  -     (288,116)   -    
   (217,928)  (66,516)  -     (284,444)  -    
Investments measured at amortized cost 
 Interest  238,383  55,256  802  294,441  327,993 
  $ 20,455 $ (11,260) $ 802 $ 9,997 $ 327,993 

4. Net Change in Non-Cash Operating Working Capital 
 

 2022 2021 

Prepaid expenses and taxes recoverable     $ (14,501) $ (23,877) 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities      154,721  176,705 
Program support and gifts payable      232,476  (1,454,710) 
Deferred contributions      73,345  60,066 
     $ 446,041 $ (1,241,816) 

5. Property, building and equipment: 
 

 2022 2021 
  Accumulated Net book Net book 
 Cost amortization value value 

Land $ 50,000 $ -       $ 50,000 $ 50,000 
Building  3,432,124  1,557,724  1,874,400  1,700,447 
Office & computer equipment, software  2,343,514  1,781,469  562,045  812,400 
 $ 5,825,638 $ 3,339,193 $ 2,486,445 $ 2,562,847 

Amortization charges for the year are $535,609 (2021 - $520,124). The asset use fees, net of other 
general capital expenses, for the year are $436,560 (2021 - $436,560). 

6. Deferred contributions: 

Deferred contributions related to expenses of future periods represent unspent donor restricted 
donations for the Child Development program. 

Contributions received from child and sponsorship plus supporters, in excess of the current year’s 
program support, are deferred until subsequent periods when the funds are used for the specific 
program. 

  



To everyone in our 
neighbourhood: sponsors, 
supporters, businesses, 
churches, ambassadors, 
advocates and families—
THANK YOU! 

You have put love into action 
and made 2022 a year  
of huge impact for children 
living in poverty.
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7. International Ministry Agreements: 

The Organization conducts its childcare ministry overseas under a Master Agency Agreement 
with Compassion International of Colorado Springs, Colorado.   

8. Group Pension Plan: 

The Organization operates a defined contribution registered pension plan (RPP). Employer 
contributions during the year were $502,514 (2021 - $464,720) for current year contributions. 

9. Capital Disclosures: 

The Organization’s objective when managing capital is to safeguard the entity's ability to continue 
as a going concern, so that it can continue to respond to the physical and spiritual needs of 
children in the developing world and their communities by encouraging vision, providing 
resources and developing skills. As the Organization is a not-for-profit organization, this objective 
is dependent on the support of individual donors throughout Canada. 

The Organization defines its capital as its Fund balances. The Organization manages the capital 
structure and makes adjustments to it in light of changes in economic conditions and the risk 
characteristics of the underlying assets. In order to facilitate the management of its capital 
requirements, the Organization prepares annual revenue and expenditure budgets which are 
based on established and projected funding needs for the year. These budgets are updated as 
necessary, depending on changes in circumstances, and are approved by the Board of Directors. 

There have been no changes in what the Organization defines as capital, or the objectives, policies 
and procedures for managing capital in the year. 



THE GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS IS 
PUSHING CHILDREN LIKE FLORA 
TO THE BRINK OF STARVATION.

REAL GIFTS THAT MEET REAL NEEDS
DONATE TODAY AT COMPASSION.CA/SHOP | 1-800-563-5437

ANSWER HUNGER WITH HOPE

 F
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And do not forget to 
do good and to share 
with others, for with 
such sacrifices God 
is pleased.

Hebrews 13:16



COMPASSION CANADA

PO BOX 5591 STN B, London ON  N6A 5G8
Phone: 1 800 563-5437  |  Fax: 1 866 685-1107

compassion.ca

Christ-centred  |  Child-focused  |  Church-driven

SEARCH FOR
COMPASSIONCA

https://www.facebook.com/CompassionCA/
https://www.instagram.com/compassionca/
https://www.youtube.com/CompassionCAD

