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Every Good Gift:  
A 5-Day Advent Devotional
by Compassion Canada

Join us during the Advent season on a 5-day journey to explore every good gift that God has 
given through Scripture and stories from around the world. Walk through the themes of a 
good life, the good news, good deeds and good gifts found in the book of James.

    cmpsn.ca/YV



DAY 1: HOPE + GOOD LIFE  

O Devotional
O James 3:13
O John 10:10

DEVOTIONAL:   

What makes a life good? The world would tell us it is the things that come wrapped in pretty paper and get placed 
under a Christmas tree. It may tell us that it is the glittering parties, the specialty drinks or the busyness of the season. 
And for a holly, jolly moment we might get swept up in the ways that the world fills the empty spaces and broken places 
of life with festive distractions. 

These are certainly good things, but they aren’t what make a good life. The good life only comes with hope.

Hope is a way of life ushered in, not with tinsel and trimmings, but with the tidings of a babe in a manger. God gave us 
the gift of hope in Christ and with it, the good life. This good life is not one where loss, grief, trouble or trials are absent, 
but one where we experience life at its fullest with a hope that helps us hold onto what is good.

A child was born, a son was given to us and His words resound today: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.” (John 10:10)

Hope received and hope given. This is the key to the good life. This Advent season, let’s exercise wisdom amidst festive 
distractions that can hoodwink us into believing they are what make our lives good. Let’s remember and reflect on the 
true good life together. The good life that comes with hope and the good life that gives hope.

James 3:13 says, “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom.”

Wisdom and understanding are practical qualities, the tools we use to orient our lives around the truth that Jesus is the 
giver of true hope. They help us to make decisions that enable us to live the good life. They help us demonstrate hope to 
the world around us and determine what makes the deeds we do good.

When we are the recipients of hope and truly understand what that means for us, worship will spring up in us and shape 
humility in us. And humility is necessary to invite others into the good life because hope cannot originate with us. Hope 
is only found in Jesus, God’s great gift to us. 

The good life only comes with hope; hope received and hope given.
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STORY: 

Clara, an eight-year-old girl who lives in the Colombian desert, understands the good life. Clara lives with her mother 
and her two little sisters. Her mother is without a job and suffers the stress of providing for her family in a community 
where resources are scarce and the pandemic has only worsened hunger, need and hopelessness. But when Pastor Enis 
from the Compassion centre in Clara’s community asked her about the meaning of hope, she answered clearly, “Hope 
means to wait for my mom to arrive home with food for us. And I feel happy when the church delivers food for us. 
Thank you, pastor, for giving us the food we eat.”

For Clara, the good life means receiving hope that was shared through good deeds done in humility and wisdom. As we 
journey through this Advent season together and reflect on our good life, let us commit to help others receive it too.

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, you are the Giver of hope. As I begin this Advent season, help me to reflect and rejoice in how the hope 
of Christ is the reason I have the good life. Let that worship stir me up to give hope to others through my good deeds, 
reflecting You to a world that so desperately needs hope. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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DAY 2: PEACE + GOOD NEWS 

O Devotional
O James 2:5
O Luke 2:10
O Luke 4:18-19

DEVOTIONAL: 

In a world filled with suffering, injustice and poverty, what does good news of great joy have to do with anything? Could 
a baby born over 2,000 years ago, the Prince of Peace, King of kings, Word made flesh, really have anything relevant to 
say in our too often violent, grief-stricken, anxious world?

The second week of Advent invites us to reflect on peace. As we continue our journey through the book of James and 
recognizing the good all around us, we want to zoom in on the good news of the Christmas story: Jesus is Saviour, Lord, 
Prince of Peace… God with us.  

It’s good news that can cultivate a radical kind of peace in a world that so desperately needs it. God with us in all 
the mess of our broken world that is marred by sin, with a message that flips so many of our worldly expectations: 

“Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith 
and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” Is this not the heart of the gospel? The first shall be last. 
Sinners shall receive grace, by faith. Those who are poor are chosen to inherit the promised kingdom. 

It’s a message of peace to all who are afflicted in this world. Not a passive peace, but a tenacious one that confronts 
oppression, fights injustice and combats poverty in order to truly be good news to the poor. 
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STORY: 

Hanna is a single mother in Ethiopia who, at seven months pregnant, was unemployed and unable to provide food for 
her family.  

“I lost all hope,” she says, reflecting on that time. “A couple of times, I left the boys and stayed on the streets because I 
didn’t want to see them cry for food.” 

Hanna was desperate. Until she stepped through the doors of Compassion’s local church partner in her neighbourhood. 
“The people were compassionate. They treated me with dignity and respect. I felt heard and understood. I felt hopeful for 
the first time in months,” Hanna says. 

The local church brought good news to life for Hanna, supporting her through Compassion’s Survival program for 
pregnant moms living in poverty. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit and life became even more precarious for families 
in poverty, the church was there to navigate uncertain times with Hanna. 

In the midst of depression and desperation, Hanna encountered that tenacious kind of peace through the care of a 
local church that chose to share tangible good news with the poor. They were there to fight for Hanna and with Hanna, 
providing life-saving support to her and her children. 

The good news message of Jesus does indeed have so much relevance in our world today—when we, the Church, choose 
to show up in our communities and the world in tangible ways with that upside-down, radical message of tenacious 
peace. God is with us.   

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, I thank You for the good news of Your peaceful presence with us, right now, in our world that is far too 
often violent, unjust, anxiety-inducing and filled with suffering. Help us to not sit idly with a passive peace, but empower us 
with Your Holy Spirit to actively share Your good news message with others in real and tangible ways. Help us remember the 
radical, upside-down nature of Your good news: “those who are poor in the eyes of the world [will] inherit the Kingdom.” In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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DAY 3: JOY + GOOD DEEDS  

O Devotional
O Psalms 16:11
O Psalms 51:12
O John 15:10
O Romans 12:12

DEVOTIONAL: 

“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 
(Psalm 16:11) 

The third week of Advent invites us to dive right into joy. Even in this festive season when hardships remain, the Holy 
Spirit is inviting us into the Presence of the Father where there is joy available in its fullness. Together, we will see how 
following Jesus and yielding to the Holy Spirit is the pathway to a joy that is complete and perfect.  

These past couple of years have been particularly hard for everyone. We thought we had seen the worst of life’s 
storms when the pandemic turned our world upside down. We lost people, things and connection. And while all these 
uncertainties have surrounded us and continue their attempt to disrupt our lives and break our faith, Jesus shows us a 
better way: even amid the worst of storms, we can still have joy. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12:12) 

Being joyful in the face of difficulties is hard. It’ll cost us to remain hopeful when nothing seems to be changing. But 
could it be that our joy births the strength we need in every season? The joy of the Lord is our strength. (Nehemiah 8:10, 
emphasis added) Could it be that joy is the strength through which we remain steadfast? Joy, our staying power. The 
strength through which we can be patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. Joy is the strength we stand upon in the 
face of adversity.  

Joy like a river. 

How do we make joy our daily posture and not just a seasonal one? We don’t want the kind of joy that comes only 
during the season of Christmas and other celebrations, we want the joy that remains. The joy that reveals that Jesus is 
Lord in every season. When we received Jesus into our hearts, we received His joy. The joy of salvation (Psalm 51:12). And 
as we intentionally pursue the presence of God through consistent prayer, we begin to draw more joy from His abundant 
flow and this becomes our place of habitation. The more we keep coming to draw, the more the Lord begins to write His 
commandments upon our hearts. He begins to create in us a clean heart and renew in us the right spirit that desires to do 
His perfect will.  

“If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 
remain in His love. I have told you these things so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is My 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:10) 

Good deeds bring fullness of joy. Jesus teaches us that there is a different kind of joy called: complete and perfect 
joy, which comes as a result of loving God and keeping His commandments. He teaches us that pursuing and doing the 
perfect will of the Father is how our joy is made perfect. The Bible tells us that Jesus went about doing good everywhere 
He went. Our good deeds are birthed out of our love for God. Our good deeds please God. Our good deeds bring us joy.   
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STORY: 

In the small community of Santo Domingo de Onzole, Ecuador, a traditional dance group has started with the support of 
the local church. Sheila is one of the girls on the team. She is passionate about dance and has a lot of excitement for the 
upcoming Christmas dance show. For months, she practiced and trained every day for the show. 

“It’s not only a dance presentation; it’s my time where I can dance for Jesus, for His birthday. I know that throughout the 
year I’ve received so many good things and blessings, and now I want to give something back and dance for Him,” said 
Sheila. 

In Santo Domingo de Onzole, people don’t have clean water and they only have electricity a few hours during the day. 
They don’t have shops or places where people can buy Christmas gifts. That’s why they celebrate this special holiday in a 
different way. Sheila may not have enough resources to give a material gift, but she wanted to bring joy to God through a 
simple act of love. She just wanted to dance for Jesus. 

Sheila didn’t let the difficulties that surrounded her to take away from the joy of giving all that she had back to God. “God 
gave me a talent and I’m thankful for that. Not everyone has the gift that God gave me,” said Sheila. 

On the day of her dance, Sheila got on stage with a big smile. Her eyes bright, her dress moving like the wind—
everything was beautiful. She offered her gift to Jesus and everyone who came. At the end of the show, Sheila was filled 
with joy as she saw the smiles all across the room and knew that she had brought others joy. She came down from the 
stage and gave a big hug to her mother:  

“This is what I want to do all my life,” Sheila said. 

There is a kind of joy that overflows in our hearts when we make an impact in the lives of others. This is the kind of joy 
Jesus is offering us as He calls us to a life of service and sacrifice. May we reflect on how our lives can make a difference 
in our broken world. May we begin to rise as the light of the world that we are. 

PRAYER:

Precious Holy Spirit, keep me dwelling in the glorious presence of the Father so that my joy may be full. Help me to 
always rejoice in the joy of my salvation. Open my eyes to ways and places I can let my joy overflow and put my faith into 
action. Write your laws upon my heart O Lord, give me the grace to follow them, so that my deeds can be pleasing to You, 
glorify You and that my joy may be complete. Amen. 
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DAY 4: LOVE + GOOD GIFTS  

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O John 3:16

DEVOTIONAL: 

It is probably safe to say that the world around you has been thinking about, purchasing, wrapping and giving gifts 
to one another. Tis the season, right? Christmas is a time of gift-giving. Often, we approach this season guarding our 
hearts from materialism and bolstering ourselves to not miss the true reason for the season in the hustle and bustle. But 
perhaps this Christmas we can use the hustle and bustle around us to remind us of two precious truths: 

Gifts are an expression of love 
and 
God is a gift-giver. 

Certainly, gift-giving can get out of hand at this time of year. Stress and delivery dates, budgets, expectations and 
shopping trips can all drain the joy out of gift-giving. But, if we take a moment to truly think about why we give gifts, we 
can see that it is an expression of love for those in our lives. At the very least, it is acknowledging one another through an 
act of generosity. When we realize the incredible power of gifts to express love to others, it can inspire joy in the practice 
once again. 

Not only, are gifts an expression of our love, but they can also be a way to reflect the heart of God to others. God Himself 
is a gift-giver. In fact, that is what Christmas celebrates. God gave lavishly to the world when He gave us Jesus. All 
through this Advent season we have been unwrapping the good gifts that God gave us in Jesus—gifts such as hope, peace 
and joy. We have also taken time to consider how we can give those gifts to others. Why? Because if we want to reflect 
the heart of God in the world, we have to love like Him.  

James 1:17 tells us where every good gift truly comes from: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 
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STORY: 

When children like 11-year-old Geovane begin to attend the Compassion program, it doesn’t just impact their everyday 
lives. It also transforms the meaning of Christmas for them. Geovane lives with his mom, dad and five other siblings 
in Casserengue, Brazil. His parents struggle to earn enough to support their family and this means that Christmas is a 
meagre celebration in their household, often with no gifts. But when Geovane and two of his brothers were registered at 
the Compassion program in their local church, they learned about the true meaning of a gift and experienced the love 
of God through the love of their sponsor. The generosity of his sponsor and the time that the Compassion staff invested 
in delivering his Christmas gift and the good news was how Geovane came to know that the greatest gift someone 
could desire was already given to them: Jesus. That’s the reason why a Christmas gift can be so important. It’s not just a 
present, it’s a reminder that every child is important and loved by God. 

“I love my new school bag. Before, we had nothing to carry our stuff. Now we do! Our family is big and we never could 
buy anything like we have now. I’m really grateful, not just for my present, but because I can feel God’s love through all 
these things and remember He uses different people to show His love,” shared Geovane. 

As we get nearer to Christmas Day, let’s remember that a gift expresses love and reflects the heart of God to others. It can 
be more than a present. It can be a reminder of God’s love in a broken world.   

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your good and perfect gifts in my life. In this moment, I pause and remember the greatest 
gift of all—Jesus. May I remember that You gave Your Son because You love me. Help me reframe my thinking this 
Christmas to see gift-giving as a way of reflecting Your love to the world around me. Show me the gifts You would have 
me give in order to love people well. In the Name of Jesus, Amen.
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DAY 5: HOPE, PEACE, JOY, LOVE...  

O Devotional
O Luke 2:6-20
O James 1:17

DEVOTIONAL: 

As we have journeyed through Advent together, we have unwrapped the good gifts that God has given us. Gifts of hope, 
peace, joy and love. They are the gifts that came swaddled in a manger that first Christmas Day. The baby in a manger 
who would make a way for the good life of hope, who would proclaim the good news of peace, who would walk in the 
good deeds that spark joy and who would give the good gift of love, Himself.  

It was to the shepherds that this wonderful news was first proclaimed, to the humble, the poor, the vulnerable. The glory 
of the Lord shone brilliantly in that field of sheep and the “good news of great joy” was shared: God’s good and perfect 
gift had been given.  

As we reflect this Christmas on every good and perfect gift that God has given us, let’s respond like the shepherds. 

Let’s rush to the presence of Jesus. (Luke 2:15-16) 

Let’s gather around the good and perfect gift of God with worship and adoration. 

And then, let’s return to our jobs, our tasks, our daily lives, changed. (Luke 2:20) 

Let’s live to glorify God and shine His light brilliantly by sharing His hope, peace, joy and love with the world around us.

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, I know that every good gift comes from You. Today, I rush to the presence of Jesus, the greatest gift of all 
and I ponder on Your hope, peace, joy and love anew. But I know that I cannot remain beside the manger because You did 
not remain there. You lived Your life continuing to give hope, peace, joy and love to others. Help me carry every good gift 
You have given me into the world. Amen.
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WHAT IS COMPASSION? 

As one of the world’s leading child development 
organizations, Compassion partners with the 

local church around the world to end poverty in 
the lives of children and their families.  

Today, more than two million children and their 
families are discovering lives full of promise and 

purpose as they develop in all aspects of their 
lives—minds, bodies and relationships—while 
discovering God’s love for them in the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.


