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Journey through the 28 days of Advent by exploring every good gift that God has given 
through Scripture and stories from around the world. Walk through the themes of a good 
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DAY 1: HOPE + GOOD LIFE  

O Devotional
O James 3:13
O John 10:10

DEVOTIONAL:   

What makes a life good? The world would tell us it is the things that come wrapped in pretty paper and get placed 
under a Christmas tree. It may tell us that it is the glittering parties, the specialty drinks or the busyness of the season. 
And for a holly, jolly moment we might get swept up in the ways that the world fills the empty spaces and broken places 
of life with festive distractions. 

These are certainly good things, but they aren’t what make a good life. The good life only comes with hope.

Hope is a way of life ushered in, not with tinsel and trimmings, but with the tidings of a babe in a manger. God gave us 
the gift of hope in Christ and with it, the good life. This good life is not one where loss, grief, trouble or trials are absent, 
but one where we experience life at its fullest with a hope that helps us hold onto what is good.

A child was born, a son was given to us and His words resound today: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full.” (John 10:10)

Hope received and hope given. This is the key to the good life. This Advent season, let’s exercise wisdom amidst festive 
distractions that can hoodwink us into believing they are what make our lives good. Let’s remember and reflect on the 
true good life together. The good life that comes with hope and the good life that gives hope.

James 3:13 says, “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the 
humility that comes from wisdom.”

Wisdom and understanding are practical qualities, the tools we use to orient our lives around the truth that Jesus is the 
giver of true hope. They help us to make decisions that enable us to live the good life. They help us demonstrate hope to 
the world around us and determine what makes the deeds we do good.

When we are the recipients of hope and truly understand what that means for us, worship will spring up in us and shape 
humility in us. And humility is necessary to invite others into the good life because hope cannot originate with us. Hope 
is only found in Jesus, God’s great gift to us. 

The good life only comes with hope. Hope received and hope given.

STORY: 

Clara, an eight-year-old girl who lives in the Colombian desert, understands the good life. Clara lives with her mother 
and her two little sisters. Her mother is without a job and suffers the stress of providing for her family in a community 
where resources are scarce and the pandemic has only worsened hunger, need and hopelessness. But when Pastor Enis 
from the Compassion centre in Clara’s community asked her about the meaning of hope, she answered clearly, “Hope 
means to wait for my mom to arrive home with food for us. And I feel happy when the church delivers food for us. Thank 
you, pastor, for giving us the food we eat.”

For Clara, the good life means receiving hope that was shared through good deeds done in humility and wisdom. As we 
journey through this Advent season together and reflect on our good life, let’s commit to help others receive it too. 

PRAYER:

God, you are the Giver of hope. As I begin this Advent season, help me to reflect and rejoice in how the hope of Christ is 
the reason I have the good life. Let that worship stir me up to give hope to others through my good deeds, reflecting You 
to a world that so desperately needs hope. Amen.
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DAY 2: WISDOM – THE WAY TO THE GOOD LIFE

O Devotional
O James 3:13-18
O Proverbs 8:11
O 1 Corinthians 1:25
O 1 Corinthians 1:30

DEVOTIONAL: 

Wisdom, according to Scripture, is an immensely valuable quality to have. Proverbs 8:11 tells us that “wisdom is more 
precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.” Biblical wisdom is precious and practical. It is 
meant to be both pondered and practiced. 

In our key verse this week, James asks the question: “Who is wise and understanding among you?” Is that you? How do 
you know if you are wise? To know this, we must understand the description of wisdom.

If you read on to James 3:17 you will find that he describes this wisdom that helps us live the good life. He says, “Wisdom 
that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial and sincere.” 

Wisdom is precious because it comes from heaven. There is more to it than common sense and logic. There is a quality 
about it that is distinctly spiritual because it reflects Christ. In First Corinthians, Paul shares that the gospel message—
the hope we have—is a reflection of the power and wisdom of God in Christ. This type of wisdom is an approach to life 
that reflects this hope to the world around us. It is a way of living that puts our knowledge and resources to use on behalf 
of others, like Jesus would. 

James takes care to describe what this wisdom acts like as well as what it doesn’t act like. Wisdom that is from heaven 
is pure in intent, desiring only good for others. It creates peace, it considers others, it does not have to be in control, it is 
robustly good to everyone with no partiality and it is free from pretense. These qualities all have one thing in common: 
they put blessing others first. 

So when James’ asks “Who is wise and understanding among you?” we can confidently answer: those who have the hope 
of Christ and share it through “deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13). The wise are those 
who live their lives to bless others. 

PRAYER:

Jesus, You are a reflection of the wisdom of God. I know now that this is because You lived Your life to bring hope to 
others and to bless them with the good life. Help me to examine my heart and truly understand if I am among the wise 
and understanding who reflect the wisdom that comes from heaven. Thank You for shaping in me this type of wisdom 
which is so precious to You. Amen.
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DAY 3: WISDOM – WISDOM IS PRACTICAL AND TAKES ACTION

O Devotional
O James 3:13
O Matthew 6:10
O Proverbs 9:10

DEVOTIONAL: 

Now we know what wisdom looks like. James helps us identify the wisdom that comes from heaven and shares hope 
with the world around us. In doing so, he emphasizes how important wisdom is to the good life. But James makes an 
important distinction in his opening question in James 3:13. He asks, “Who is wise and understanding among you?” 
Understanding in this verse refers to skill and experience, implying that wisdom must be applied.

Wisdom is not just knowing the right course of action, it is understanding how to bring it to life. It is a way of orienting 
ourselves to life, positioning ourselves to bring wisdom into our every day through our decisions. It is how we bring the 
Kingdom of heaven to earth.

If wisdom that comes from heaven seeks to bless others, understanding seeks to do it effectively. By taking in the 
perspectives and circumstances of those around us, we are better positioned to apply wisdom in a way that makes the 
good life a reality for them.

Proverbs 9:10 tells us, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding.”  We have already learned that wisdom is a reflection of Christ and it puts us in a position of reverence 
and humility. This is the place we all must begin. And then, when we learn more about Jesus and who He is, we 
understand how to live like Christ who was the ultimate example of wisdom embodied in everyday life.

Wisdom makes us look like Christ.

Understanding shows us how to live like Him.

PRAYER:

Jesus, help me to apply the wisdom that You have given me with understanding. I want to help others to experience the 
good life You have for them and I recognize that I need understanding to do that. Continue to reveal Yourself to me that I 
might know how to live like You and give hope to the world around me. Amen.

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 4: WISDOM – A DEMONSTRATION OF HOPE

O Devotional
O James 3:13-18

DEVOTIONAL: 

We know that the good life that God promises us is one full of hope. But it is important to understand that hope needs 
to be shared to be received. God made it simple: the good life shares hope and hope creates the good life. The cycle can 
endlessly continue as long as we remain committed to sharing hope and living the good life God intends for us. 

When we zoom out on our passage from James and look at it in its entirety, we can see that the good life demonstrates 
hope to the world around us. When we have hope, we do not need to “harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in [our] 
hearts” (James 3:14) because our life is no longer about us. The good life, as James defines it, is about living in such a way 
that spreads hope through our actions and validates it through our character.

Understanding shows us how to live like Him.

STORY: 

Eyerusalem is a Survival staff member in Ethiopia, where she helps new mothers and fathers as they welcome their 
babies into the world and navigate the most critical time of a child’s life. She often encounters the hopelessness of young 
mothers who believe that rejection, frustration, extreme poverty and hopelessness are their destiny—and the destiny of 
their children. Eyerusalem understands that an important part of her role is to instill hope, which often happens during 
the monthly home visits. “Home visits feel like peeling off layer after layer of poverty’s lies to reveal a mother’s true 
self,” says Eyerusalem.

The time that Eyerusalem spends during home visits is a demonstration of hope. She invites young mothers and fathers 
into the good life through practical actions such as teaching them how to care for a new baby, providing essential 
resources to support healthy development and having life-giving conversations that reflect the hope of Christ. One word 
that Eyerusalem uses to describe the parents who transition out of Compassion’s Survival initiatives when their little 
ones reach their first birthday? 

Hopeful.

PRAYER:

Jesus, as I think about the good life you have given me, help me to be a demonstration of the hope You give. Show me 
where practical actions can give me the proximity to display Your heart to those who need to know the good life that You 
make possible. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 5: WISDOM – DEEDS ARE ESSENTIAL

O Devotional
O James 3:13
O Matthew 5:14-16
O 1 Timothy 6:17-19

DEVOTIONAL: 

If the good life is a demonstration of hope like we learned yesterday, then the way that we spread hope is through our 
good deeds. Therefore, we cannot separate good deeds from the good life. But it is important to understand that we do not 
gain the good life because of our deeds, but rather, our good life compels us to do good in order to share the hope we have 
found. Good deeds shine the light of Christ into the world, and that light leads others to glorify God. Jesus says, “Let your 
light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

In Week 3 of this journey, we’ll reflect more on joy and good deeds. For today, we simply want to connect the dots 
between the good life and good deeds.  

Paul writes to Timothy, exhorting him to instruct his congregation to take hold the good life in this way: 

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them 
to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” (1 Timothy 
6:17-19; emphasis added) 

To take hold of this true life, we must live a life that is rich in good deeds. These good deeds spring from a hope that is 
secure and generous. Our good deeds are an expression of a life lived for eternity and not just for today. Deeds that are 
done, not to earn our hope, but to freely invite others into the good life that is possible when we put our hope in God. 

PRAYER:

Jesus, help me to remember that my hope is not dependent on good deeds but that my good deeds are a light that helps 
others to find their hope in You. I know that my deeds are a way of sharing hope with others and inviting them into the 
good life, so may I always be rich in good deeds so that You are glorified. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 6: WISDOM – HOPE INSPIRES HUMILITY. HUMILITY BRINGS ACTION TO HOPE.

O Devotional
O James 3:13
O Matthew 11:29
O Proverbs 11:2
O Philippians 2:3-4 

DEVOTIONAL: 

Now we turn our attention to humility. Our good life is expressed through good deeds done in humility. On the first day 
of our Advent journey together it was pointed out that humility is necessary to invite others into the good life because 
hope cannot originate with us. Hope is only found in Jesus, God’s great gift to us. Humility is a natural response for those 
who understand the hope they are given through Jesus Christ. Hope inspires humility. 

It is the only position from which we can experience the good life, because it is the position from which Christ lived. 
In fact, it is one of the only two words that Jesus used to describe himself with: gentle and humble (Matthew 11:29). It 
positions us well in our relationship with God Himself, but also with others.  

Humility also puts hope into action. It helps us to live wisely, a life that puts others first. “…With humility comes wisdom” 
(Proverbs 11:2). 

STORY: 

On his first day at the Compassion centre, four-year-old Kelvin fell from a tree and broke his arm. Today, at 22 years old, 
he still remembers how he was treated with love by the health worker who rushed him to the nearest health community 
centre. The humble service of that health worker is what inspires the Compassion alumnus’ work today. 

After graduating, Kelvin decided to become a health worker at his former Compassion centre in Honduras, serving the 
children there with the same humility and gentleness that he experienced. “Kelvin is very humble and has a gentle heart 
to treat our beneficiaries because he also served as a tutor at the centre,” shared Ninfa, the Compassion centre director. 

“My satisfaction is to see children healing from the inside out,” shared Kelvin. “I work relentlessly until a beneficiary is 
healthy and free of injuries. I must say that dealing with children’s medical episodes is a delicate job but it’s rewarding at 
the same time because I witness God’s healing and children’s recovery. Serving others is a calling and I enjoy it.” 

Just like Kelvin, our humility can put hope into action so that others can experience the good life. Kelvin truly lived out 
Philippians 2:3-4: 

“In humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.” 

PRAYER:

Jesus, You called Yourself gentle and humble. Help me to live in such a way that I reflect Your gentleness and humility to 
others. May the hope you have given me humble me and cause me to live a life that glorifies You. And may humility help 
me put hope into action on behalf of others so they can experience the good life, too. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 7: WISDOM – HOW THE GOOD LIFE SPREADS HOPE.

O Devotional
O James 3:13

DEVOTIONAL: 

This week we have learned a lot about hope and the good life by looking more closely at James 3:13: 

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that 
comes from wisdom.”  

Said another way: Those who live in such a way that puts others first and determine how to do so by following the 
example of Christ will demonstrate a life filled with hope. They will do this through their good deeds that point others to 
Jesus, the true source of hope.  

What makes a life good? Hope received and hope given. Christmas is the perfect time to reflect on the gift of hope that 
God has given us in Christ. The grace of this season is that each year we can unwrap these precious gifts again. The gift 
of hope is essential to the good life, but we know that it is more than just a matter of receiving. The good life, as we have 
learned this week, is just as much about giving the gift of hope to others. How do we do that? Through good deeds. The 
deeds done in humility that ensures it is not all about us. And the deeds that come from wisdom, which is a life lived for 
the sake of others. 

Take time to think about the good life today. Worship the God who gave the good gift of hope to you. Pause to reflect on 
what you have learned about the good life and ask God to reveal how you can spread hope this season. God made this 
simple: hope creates the good life and the good life shares hope.  

PRAYER:

God, You are the Giver of hope. Today I pause and unwrap the gift of hope again. Thank you for this good gift! It is so 
wonderful that I want to share it with those who need it most. Show me ways that I can be wise and understanding, 
living out the good life through deeds that point others to You. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 8: PEACE + GOOD NEWS 

O Devotional
O James 2:5
O Luke 2:10
O Luke 4:18-19

DEVOTIONAL: 

In a world filled with suffering, injustice and poverty, what does good news of great joy have to do with anything? Could a 
baby born over 2,000 years ago, the Prince of Peace, King of kings, Word made flesh, really have anything relevant to say in 
our too often violent, grief-stricken, anxious world? 

The second week of Advent invites us to reflect on peace. As we continue our journey through the book of James and 
recognizing the good all around us, we want to zoom in on the good news of the Christmas story: Jesus is Saviour, Lord, 
Prince of Peace… God with us.  

It’s good news that can cultivate a radical kind of peace in a world that so desperately needs it. God with us in all the 
mess of our broken world that is marred by sin, with a message that flips so many of our worldly expectations: 

“Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and 
to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” Is this not the heart of the gospel? The first shall be last. Sinners 
shall receive grace, by faith. Those who are poor are chosen to inherit the promised kingdom. 

It’s a message of peace to all who are afflicted in this world. Not a passive peace, but a tenacious one that confronts 
oppression, fights injustice and combats poverty in order to truly be good news to the poor. 

STORY: 

Hanna is a single mother in Ethiopia who, at seven months pregnant, was unemployed and unable to provide food for her 
family.  

“I lost all hope,” she says, reflecting on that time. “A couple of times, I left the boys and stayed on the streets because I didn’t 
want to see them cry for food.” 

Hanna was desperate. Until she stepped through the doors of Compassion’s local church partner in her neighbourhood. 
“The people were compassionate. They treated me with dignity and respect. I felt heard and understood. I felt hopeful for 
the first time in months,” Hanna says. 

The local church brought good news to life for Hanna, supporting her through Compassion’s Survival program for 
pregnant moms living in poverty. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit and life became even more precarious for families in 
poverty, the church was there to navigate uncertain times with Hanna. 

In the midst of depression and desperation, Hanna encountered that tenacious kind of peace through the care of a 
local church that chose to share tangible good news with the poor. They were there to fight for Hanna and with Hanna, 
providing life-saving support to her and her children. 

The good news message of Jesus does indeed have so much relevance in our world today—when we, the Church, choose to 
show up in our communities and the world in tangible ways with that upside-down, radical message of tenacious peace. 
God is with us.   

PRAYER:

God, I thank You for the good news of Your peaceful presence with us, right now, in our world that is far too often violent, 
unjust, anxiety-inducing and filled with suffering. Help us to not sit idly with a passive peace, but empower us with Your Spirit 
to actively share Your good news message with others in real and tangible ways. Help us remember the radical, upside-down 
nature of Your good news: “those who are poor in the eyes of the world [will] inherit the kingdom.” In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 9:  GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR   

O Devotional
O Luke 4:18-21
O Isaiah 61:1-3
 
DEVOTIONAL: 

Imagine this scene: Jesus, who has just had a profound spiritual experience of being tempted in the desert for 40 days, 
returns to his hometown synagogue just as his public profile is rising. The time has come—30 years after that good news 
of great joy was first declared, Jesus is finally beginning his public ministry of peace, liberation and reconciliation.  

What would it look like? Who would be at the centre of his cause? What would be his top priorities? 

Jesus stands up in the synagogue to read from Scripture. What words would he choose to launch and set the tone for his 
public ministry? Imagine people leaning in as he started to read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me…” 

Right, yes, okay. Imagine heads nodding eagerly. 

“….because he has anointed me…” 

Indeed, people were expecting a powerful King to conquer and topple the oppressive Roman empire. 

“…to preach good news…” 

Yes! Imagine the gathered group continuing to nod eagerly. What good news? Perhaps, good news that it was time to 
fight, to woo the influence of powerful people, to amass privilege and wealth.  

“…to the poor.” 

Wait, what? To the poor?  

Still today, those words are as amazing, surprising, upside-down and transformative as they were when Isaiah first 
wrote them and Jesus first read them aloud. 

The good news of Jesus is good news to the poor. It is freedom for prisoners, recovery of sight for the blind and liberation 
for the oppressed.  

A person sitting on a bench

Description automatically generated with medium confidence 

Think about what the good news is in your life. Is it good news to the poor? Is it bringing peace, healing and freedom in a 
violent, hurting and unjust world? 

Today, the Spirit of the Lord is on each of us who follow Jesus, empowering us to further this good news message of 
peace, liberation and reconciliation. 

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for the radical example You set for us through Your life and ministry of what it looks like to proclaim 
good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners, healing for the sick and liberation for the oppressed. Holy Spirit, help us 
reflect on what the good news looks like in our lives today and open our eyes to the opportunities all around us to bring it 
to life in tangible ways, particularly for those who are most vulnerable in our world. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 10: RICHES 

O Devotional
O Mark 10:17-27
O James 5:1-6
O Matthew 6:24
 
DEVOTIONAL: 

Today’s Scripture readings are perhaps some of the most convicting in the Bible, particularly for those who live 
relatively comfortable lives in a consumeristic, materialistic society like North America. 

See, we often don’t see ourselves as “rich”. But if you have food on the table and a roof over your head, then on a global 
scale, you are indeed quite rich. Many of us have much, much more than that, likely an extraordinary amount of 
material wealth and privilege—even if it doesn’t always feel like it in the society and culture that we live in. 

The passage in the final chapter of James certainly isn’t a passage that’s talked about very often—you won’t be finding 
it printed in a Christmas card, that’s for sure. It’s not an easy message to hear, but it’s one that we ought to soberly 
consider as people of wealth and privilege. Is our wealth rotten? Are we hoarding? Are we contributing to a system of 
consumerism that fails to pay workers fair wages? 

Jesus’ encounter with a man who the gospels call the Rich Young Ruler also gives us much to consider. “It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle,” Jesus says, “than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

As we consider all of this, along with the idea we’ve already explored this week that Jesus came to preach good news 
to the poor, what does this tell us about how we should choose to posture ourselves, shift our perspectives and live in a 
society and culture that is obsessed with material wealth?  

One of the most powerful things people of wealth and privilege have is choice. What we see in the story of the Rich Young 
Ruler’s encounter with Jesus is that our choice of what we do with our wealth is what can make it rotten, or not. It’s what 
can lead us into abundant, kingdom-oriented life, or a life of serving the master of money, “[living] on earth in luxury 
and self-indulgence.” (James 5:5) 

A group of people in a room
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Perhaps what the good news of Jesus offers us in our noisy, overwhelming, oppressive world of consumerism and 
corporate ladders is an invitation towards peaceful simplicity. An abundant life that is less about the numbers in our 
bank accounts and more about how the good news can bring the wealthy and the poor together to end poverty and build 
a world where everyone has enough. Perhaps what the good news offers us is an invitation to commune with people 
who are completely different from us, so we can learn from each other and build communities free from oppression, 
hoarding, toxic selfishness and rotten wealth. 

The conclusion of the passage in the Gospel of Mark offers extraordinary, grace-filled hope to the rich: “all things are 
possible with God.” Even if it feels impossible in our noisy, consumeristic world that is amplified all the more during the 
Christmas season, Jesus makes a way for us to find the peace, truth and simplicity of His good news message.  

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for the simple, abundant life that You offer us. In a world and particularly this season that can be filled 
with so much noisy consumerism, help us fix our eyes on You and shift our perspective towards the upside-down nature 
of Your kingdom. Challenge us with ways to steward our wealth and privilege for Your kingdom purposes. Thank You 
that all things, even postures like peace and simplicity that feel impossible to hold in our world today, are possible with 
You. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 11: POOR IN SPIRIT   

O Devotional
O Matthew 5:3-10
O Galatians 3:26-28
O Romans 3:21-24
 

DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus’ opening lines of the famous Sermon on the Mount, known as the Beatitudes, paint a compelling picture of the ways 
of Christ. 

So far this week, we’ve talked about the rich and the poor and how the good news relates to those in poverty and those 
with wealth. And yet ultimately, we know the good news of Jesus is for everyone: rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, slave 
and free… the list could go on. It is not our status in life—whether rich or poor—that brings us into the Kingdom. 
What brings us into the Kingdom is our confession that we have all fallen short of the glory of God—we are all missing 
something, we are all “poor in spirit”. And the good news of Jesus is that when we recognize our need for a Saviour and 
put our faith in Him, we are called children of God. We are one in Christ. 

This is the radical, counter-cultural peace that the good news brings: in Christ, we are invited as we are into a shared 
community of Jesus followers who “realize their need for him” (Matthew 5:3 NLT). When we have that in common and 
take on the other postures outlined in the Beatitudes—humility, purity of heart and a hunger for justice, just to name a 
few—we can begin to experience and cultivate the transformative peace and radical unity that Jesus is all about. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Compassion’s local church partners have been on the frontlines to support children 
and families living in poverty by delivering hygiene kits and emergency food packs, providing educational support, 
praying with families and encouraging them by sharing God’s love. All of this was, and continues to be, made possible 
because of supporting churches and generous Jesus followers around the world. 

At Compassion, we saw the global church rise as one in response to the pandemic to meet the needs of the world’s most 
vulnerable. Linaldo, pastor of one of Compassion’s local church partners in Brazil, says, “It’s so fascinating to know that 
people around the world, that we’ve never met, are praying for us and supporting our work.” Indeed, our supporters 
around the world came alongside our more than 8,000 local church partners to truly embody, as one, the way of life that 
Jesus so poetically describes in the Beatitudes.  

In a world that so easily divides, we can recognize our collective need for Christ and our shared experiences of grief 
and mourning. We can choose humility and see that we all crave justice. We can be merciful and pure-hearted. We can 
be tenacious in our pursuit of peace and recognize that when we face hardship even when we do what is right, that is 
kingdom work.  

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for the gift of Your Church and the opportunity to be one in Christ, together, and show up in the world 
to cultivate transformative, counter-cultural peace. Help us to be people who live out the Beatitudes: to recognize our 
need for you, to mourn honestly, to be humble, to seek justice, to be merciful and pure in heart, to be peacemakers and to 
follow You even when there’s a cost. Jesus, we pray that as we live this out, people would see You in the very lives we live. 
We know and we trust that this results in lives transformed by Your grace and for Your glory. In Your name, Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 12: THE GOOD NEWS OF PRESENCE – CULTIVATING PEACE FOR YOUR SOUL

O Devotional
O Psalms 23:4
O John 14:27
O Philippians 4:7
 

DEVOTIONAL: 

The good news of the Christmas story is this: Emmanuel, God with us. 

God is with you. That is good news! In a world of tumult, uncertainty and worry, how can the good news of God’s steady 
presence help cultivate peace for your soul? 

The Bible is filled with promises of peace—today’s Scripture readings highlight just a few. Psalms 23 is one of the most 
famous passages of Scripture. It beautifully encapsulates the peace, rest, quiet, safety and stillness that God’s presence 
offers us:  

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.” (Emphasis added) 

God is with us—that is good news. 

During the isolation and lockdowns of the COVID-19 pandemic, many people, especially youth, struggled in new 
ways with their mental health. In Ethiopia, Compassion centre director Letarik quickly noticed the youth in his care 
struggling with anxiety at unprecedented levels. So, he and his team sprang into action. Each Compassion centre staff 
was assigned a group of youth to call weekly to check-in. They received comprehensive training that would help them 
identify children’s specific emotional needs through their conversations. 

STORY: 

Fatire is one of the teens who began receiving regular phone calls during the pandemic. “I was excited to hear the voice 
of the staff from my Compassion centre,” she says. “My heart leaped with joy. For the first time since I stayed home, I felt 
hopeful. I told them I was depressed and didn’t know what to do. They prayed for me. As always, it worked.” 

Staff also connected youth like Fetire who needed extra support to professional psychologists. Additionally, they helped 
youth find activities to help them cope, such as doing handcrafts at home. 

“Our joy is in strengthening and encouraging our children in this crisis,” says Letarik. “We are committed to coming out 
of this more united and our bond with our children even stronger.” 

The good news message of Jesus tells us that God is close by our side always, even in the darkest valleys. How can you 
cultivate “peace … [that] transcends all understanding” (Philippians 4:7) for your soul? What resources are available to 
you—professional care, community care, self-care, spiritual care—that can help you do that? Reflect on this on your own 
or with a trusted friend today!  

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for Your presence with me. Help me remember that even in the darkest valleys, I need not fear, for You 
are with me, protecting me, comforting me, and offering me peace. I pray for those around me and around the world 
who are struggling with anxiety in this season. I pray that You would bring them comfort and tangible support. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 13:  THE GOOD NEWS LIVED OUT – CULTIVATING PEACE IN THE WORLD   

O Devotional
O Matthew 5:9
O 1 Peter 3:11
 

DEVOTIONAL: 

What does it mean to be a peacemaker? What does it look like to “seek peace and pursue it”? 

Like with many things, we can observe the life of Jesus for an example of what it looks like to live out His good news in 
tangible and impactful ways. When we look to the life of Jesus, he was all about building relationship with people on the 
margins of society. Looking out for those who were forgotten or systemically excluded. Standing up for the vulnerable. 
Setting this right in the face of oppression or injustice. 

For Jesus, bringing peace wasn’t about maintaining the status quo or doing the bare minimum as not to rock the 
boat. Instead, Jesus boldly and tenaciously pursued peace where it was most needed—amongst the poor, vulnerable, 
marginalized and oppressed in society. 

The Guajajara are an Indigenous tribe in Brazil. Pastor Jairo and his wife Geane have lived and worked in the Guajajara 
community for over 16 years. They are non-Indigenous, and the Guajajara people are typically wary of outsiders due to 
the history of colonization. But Pastor Jairo and Geane’s relationship with Cacique Magno, a local leader, and the rest of 
the Guajajara people is a beautiful example of a bold pursuit of peace that is rooted in relationship and compassion for 
the most vulnerable. 

“Indigenous communities remain marginalized from society,” says Pastor Jairo. As a Compassion church partner, Pastor 
Jairo’s church serves children and families living in poverty, helping them learn and preserve their culture, sharing 
Christ’s love with them and giving them opportunities to break free from poverty. 

“At the centre, children learn to be proud of our culture while learning Portuguese and a little of [non-Indigenous] 
culture,” says Cacique Magno. “Geane always promotes activities on the National Day of the Indigenous Person and helps 
us with the festivities of our tribe.” 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be peacemakers. To cultivate peace in the world around us boldly and 
compassionately, building relationships and standing up for those suffering under the weight of poverty and injustice. 
What does that look like in your life? What actions can you take to cultivate peace in the world around you? Reflect on 
this on your own or with a trusted friend today!

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for Your invitation to be a peacemaker, to join You in your mission of peace and reconciliation here 
on earth. Holy Spirit, I pray that You would empower me with the boldness, courage and strength to be a peacemaker, 
to seek peace and pursue it. Open my eyes to opportunities to live out the good news and cultivate peace in the world 
around me. Amen.  

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 14: HOW THE GOOD NEWS BRINGS PEACE   

O Devotional
O Isaiah 9:6-7
O Isaiah 52:7
O Isaiah 53:5
O Isaiah 58:6-7

DEVOTIONAL: 

The book of Isaiah is filled with prophecies about the coming of a Saviour. It’s the book that Jesus reads from at the start 
of His public life. And it is filled with poetic and prophetic passages about peace. 

The prophet Isaiah lived in tumultuous times—not unlike many seasons we have walked through. And yet, he boldly 
wrote about a peace that would ultimately be brought about by the birth of a child who would be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. A Saviour who would endure a punishment to bring us 
peace—and by His wounds we are healed. 

It’s no coincidence that the book of Isaiah also speaks extensively of justice for the poor and marginalized. As we’ve read 
this week, this is at the heart of this good news that Isaiah writes so passionately about. 

As people who follow Jesus, we are messengers of good news that can bring joy, peace, hope and justice to a world that so 
desperately needs it. We can be—in fact, we are called to be—the kind of people Isaiah writes about in Isaiah 52:7: 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace,  

who bring good tidings, 

who proclaim salvation,  

who say to Zion, 

‘Your God reigns!’” 

Peace, good tidings and salvation. Isn’t this what the Advent season is all about?  

Today, consider how you can be a messenger of the good news that Jesus has come—God with us—to bring us peace. n 

PRAYER:

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace… King Jesus. Thank You for the peace You bring 
to us. Thank You for the good news of Your presence, that enables us to experience peace even when life is uncertain. 
Thank You for the good news of Your redeeming work, that enabled us to cultivate peace in the world around us. Help us 
to be messengers of Your good news, that we may proclaim peace and salvation to a world that so desperately needs it. In 
Your name, Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 15: JOY + GOOD DEEDS – JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER  

O Devotional
O Psalms 16:11
O Psalms 51:12
O John 15:10
O Romans 12:12

DEVOTIONAL: 

“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 
(Psalm 16:11) 

The third week of Advent invites us to dive right into joy. Even in this festive season when hardships remain, the Holy 
Spirit is inviting us into the Presence of the Father where there is joy available in its fullness. Together, we will see how 
following Jesus and yielding to the Holy Spirit is the pathway to a joy that is complete and perfect.  

These past couple of years have been particularly hard for everyone. We thought we had seen the worst of life’s 
storms when the pandemic turned our world upside down. We lost people, things and connection. And while all these 
uncertainties have surrounded us and continue their attempt to disrupt our lives and break our faith, Jesus shows us a 
better way: even amid the worst of storms, we can still have joy. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12:12) 

Being joyful in the face of difficulties is hard. It’ll cost us to remain hopeful when nothing seems to be changing. But 
could it be that our joy births the strength we need in every season? The joy of the Lord is our strength. (Nehemiah 8:10, 
emphasis added) Could it be that joy is the strength through which we remain steadfast? Joy, our staying power. The 
strength through which we can be patient in affliction and faithful in prayer. Joy is the strength we stand upon in the 
face of adversity.  

Joy like a river. 

How do we make joy our daily posture and not just a seasonal one? We don’t want the kind of joy that comes only 
during the season of Christmas and other celebrations, we want the joy that remains. The joy that reveals that Jesus is 
Lord in every season. When we received Jesus into our hearts, we received His joy. The joy of salvation (Psalm 51:12). And 
as we intentionally pursue the presence of God through consistent prayer, we begin to draw more joy from His abundant 
flow and this becomes our place of habitation. The more we keep coming to draw, the more the Lord begins to write His 
commandments upon our hearts. He begins to create in us a clean heart and renew in us the right spirit that desires to do 
His perfect will.  

“If you keep My commandments, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and 
remain in His love. I have told you these things so that My joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is My 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:10) 

Good deeds bring fullness of joy. Jesus teaches us that there is a different kind of joy called: complete and perfect 
joy, which comes as a result of loving God and keeping His commandments. He teaches us that pursuing and doing the 
perfect will of the Father is how our joy is made perfect. The Bible tells us that Jesus went about doing good everywhere 
He went. Our good deeds are birthed out of our love for God. Our good deeds please God. Our good deeds bring us joy.   

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 15: JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE FATHER  

O Devotional
O Psalms 16:11
O Psalms 51:12
O John 15:10
O Romans 12:12

STORY: 

In the small community of Santo Domingo de Onzole, Ecuador, a traditional dance group has started with the support of 
the local church. Sheila is one of the girls on the team. She is passionate about dance and has a lot of excitement for the 
upcoming Christmas dance show. For months, she practiced and trained every day for the show. 

“It’s not only a dance presentation; it’s my time where I can dance for Jesus, for His birthday. I know that throughout the 
year I’ve received so many good things and blessings, and now I want to give something back and dance for Him,” said 
Sheila. 

In Santo Domingo de Onzole, people don’t have clean water and they only have electricity a few hours during the day. 
They don’t have shops or places where people can buy Christmas gifts. That’s why they celebrate this special holiday in a 
different way. Sheila may not have enough resources to give a material gift, but she wanted to bring joy to God through a 
simple act of love. She just wanted to dance for Jesus. 

Sheila didn’t let the difficulties that surrounded her to take away from the joy of giving all that she had back to God. 

“God gave me a talent and I’m thankful for that. Not everyone has the gift that God gave me,” said Sheila. 

On the day of her dance, Sheila got on stage with a big smile. Her eyes bright, her dress moving like the wind—
everything was beautiful. She offered her gift to Jesus and everyone who came. At the end of the show, Sheila was filled 
with joy as she saw the smiles all across the room and knew that she had brought others joy. She came down from the 
stage and gave a big hug to her mother:  

“This is what I want to do all my life,” Sheila said. 

There is a kind of joy that overflows in our hearts when we make an impact in the lives of others. This is the kind of joy 
Jesus is offering us as He calls us to a life of service and sacrifice. May we reflect on how our lives can make a difference 
in our broken world. May we begin to rise as the light of the world that we are. 

PRAYER:

Precious Holy Spirit, keep me dwelling in the glorious presence of the Father so that my joy may be full. Help me to 
always rejoice in the joy of my salvation. Open my eyes to ways and places I can let my joy overflow and put my faith into 
action. Write your laws upon my heart O Lord, give me the grace to follow them, so that my deeds can be pleasing to You, 
glorify You and that my joy may be complete. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL  |   COMPASSION CANADA AND YOUVERSION ADVENT  |  DAY 15 OF 28



DAY 16: OBEDIENCE IS GOD’S LOVE LANGUAGE  

O Devotional
O Leviticus 26:3
O Psalms 119:127
O 2 Samuel 7:16
O Luke 1:31-38

DEVOTIONAL: 

Do you know what a love language is? A love language is the unique way that each of us most readily receive and 
recognize love. Knowing if your spouse needs a word of affirmation, if your child needs a hug or if your friend needs 
some time to connect is a way to bring them joy because you are speaking to them in their unique love language.  

This Advent season, as we look closer into the theme of joy, it is worth observing what brings joy to God. One thing that 
is unmissable throughout Scripture is that God’s love language is obedience and our obedience brings Him great joy. He 
delights in our obedience and rewards it with joy and increase.  

Repeated in His covenant with kings, nations and generations are promises such as “If you follow My statutes and 
carefully keep My commandments, I will give you rains in their season, and the land will yield its produce, and the trees 
of the field will bear their fruit.” (Leviticus 26:3) 

David knew how to reach the heart of God. He delighted greatly in God’s commandments. He loved God so deeply and 
passionately that He wanted nothing more than to obey and acknowledge God in all his ways. “ I love your commands 
more than gold, more than pure gold” (Psalm 119:127) 

To truly love God, is to truly love His decrees.  

When we believe that His plans for us are always for our good then we will begin to love His commands. We will begin 
to live our lives solely by the doctrines in His Word and our words and actions will begin to echo the heart of God. The 
world around us will never have to ask if we are followers of Jesus because it’ll be clear and unmistakable.  

David understood this and was committed to living according to God’s laws. God found such great joy in David’s obedient 
heart that He lovingly referred to Him as a “man after His heart,” but also went further to establish an everlasting 
covenant with Him.  

“Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” (2 Samuel 7:16) 

The fulfillment of God’s promises is hinged on our obedience and surrender.  

When Mary was visited by the angel who foretold the birth of Jesus, he said, “You will conceive a son, and you are to call 
Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of The Most High. The Lord will give Him the throne of His Father 
David.” (Luke 1: 31-32) 

While Mary didn’t know much of what was to come, she yielded to God. “I am the Lord’s servant, may your word to me be 
fulfilled.” (Luke 1:38) 

Our world won’t always understand when we choose to follow Jesus and obey Him. Many times, even we won’t fully 
understand but we can simply choose to trust and obey His Word. When we speak God’s love language of obedience, 
we bring Him joy. He promises and has proven through Scripture that He rewards those who diligently seek Him. Our 
obedience is always rewarded with His joy, increase and even much more than we can ever think or imagine. 

PRAYER:

Father, help me to desire and hunger for Your Word above all things. Holy Spirit, help me to follow the commands of 
Jesus. Set my life apart as I follow You. Give me the kind of heart that thirsts after You and pursues Your presence no 
matter the cost. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 17: SERVICE AS AN ACT OF WORSHIP TO GOD   

O Devotional
O John 13:14-15
O Matthew 16:24
O Acts 20:35

DEVOTIONAL: 

Today, we sit with Jesus as He exemplifies true service. Contrary to what the world may have us believe—that our good 
deeds are things we do for others in the open—Jesus calls us to a higher service. The kind of service that doesn’t boast 
in itself. A service that is done when no one is watching. True service is the good deeds done from a place of deep and 
genuine joy and love for Jesus and one another.  

“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you 
an example, that you should do as I have done to you.” (John 13:14) 

Imagine a world where we all served. The kind of service that lays down personal ambition and comfort to be present 
for others. Service to the people who may never thank us. Service out of honour, out of love, out of the commitment to 
follow the example of Jesus. Service for the sole purpose of bringing God all the glory. No applause. No lights. No stage. 
No cameras. No one watching but the One that truly matters. Service.

When Ruth refused to leave her mother-in-law even after she lost her husband and had every cause to do so, she didn’t 
know for sure that anything good awaited her. She was just so committed to serving her mother-in-law that she laid 
down her own ambition and will, so that she could follow her no matter where the journey took them. She chose a higher 
service. This journey not only led her to her husband and the restoration of their family but ultimately wove her into the 
lineage of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

There’s no telling how far our good deeds can go. Our service can become the pathway that brings forth a miracle. Our 
service sets us apart in a world where everyone wants to lead and not serve. The mandate that Christ gave us is for us to 
lay down our lives, carry our cross, and follow Him wherever the journey may lead. (Matthew 16:24). 

Tigist is no stranger to service and sacrifice. Before she became the primary caregiver to her husband, Abebaw, she 
always had a heart for caring for people. As a child she used to see a lot of people with disabilities begging in the streets 
and she became passionate about serving and helping them.  

When she was 14, she tragically lost two of her brothers to an accident and her sister became very sick. Tigist had to drop 
out of school to care for her sister. For Tigist, it’s been a lifetime of caring for others.  

Today, she cares for her husband Abebaw, who became paralyzed 12 years ago and has been unable to work since. “It is 
very hard,” she says. “But I am happy because I feel like I am serving God by taking care of my husband,” she says. Tigist 
describes a deep joy in her heart to be able to care for him.  

Tigist is now part of the Survival program for expecting and new mothers at her local church in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’s 
capital city, where she is receiving medical care, training, nutritional support and, most significant for Tigist, a support 
system of other women and parents. “It’s nice to have someone,” she says simply.  

The service that Jesus calls us to is one that wells out of a deep compassion for others and strong desire to serve them 
just as we know Jesus, Himself, would. This kind of service and sacrifice produce in us a deep joy that we often cannot 
explain, but one that is shared by both the giver and receiver.  

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)  

PRAYER:

Precious Holy Spirit stir within me a passion for the kind of service that Jesus exemplified. Give me the desires of Your 
own heart and let me be Your expression to those I meet and serve. Let my good deeds bring You joy. May they bring joy 
to others. And my heart be filled with the joy that comes from a heart of service. Amen.

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 18: ON EARTH AS IT IS HEAVEN 

O Devotional
O 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
O Luke 11:2-3
O Luke 2:25-35
O Luke 9:29

DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus lived out His intimacy with God. Continually, He slipped away from His disciples and crowds of people to a quiet 
place to pray. Jesus was intentional to show us that it is only through constant fellowship with God and the Holy Spirit 
that we can do the will of the Father and bring the Kingdom of heaven to earth.  Jesus’ life teaches us that prayer is 
essential. 

“Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 A life of continual prayer is not an option for us as believers. Prayer is the channel through which we commune with 
God and the pathway through which we call heaven to come to earth. It is the way we bring into manifestation the 
blessings that the Lord has promised us.  

Jesus said, “When you pray, say: “Father hallowed be Your Name, Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven…” (Luke 11: 2-3) NIV. 

Heaven on earth, God with us. 

There were many who had awaited the coming of the Messiah. But there were those who travailed in fervent prayer 
for the coming of the Saviour. One of them was Anna the old prophetess, whom the Bible described as never leaving the 
temple, praying, fasting and worshipping night and day. (Luke 2:36-38). Another was Simeon, described as righteous and 
devout, who was also awaiting the consolation of Israel. (Luke 2:25-35) Both beheld baby Jesus as He was brought to be 
presented in the Temple. Their eyes had finally seen whom they had been praying for and it brought them great joy.  

But even in those times when change tarries, we are called to pray still. Because as long as we keep praying, even when 
things seemingly remain the same, we are changed. As long as we keep coming to the secret place of prayer, the Holy 
Spirit continues to work on the renewing of our minds, the transformation of our hearts and the edification of our 
spirits. Just like on the Mount of Transfiguration, where the countenance of Jesus was altered, in the place of prayer we 
are also changed. We are also transfigured and transformed into the image of Christ. (Luke 9:29) 

PRAYER:

Holy Spirit, pour upon me the unquenchable desire for prayer. Show me the way to the secret place where I can meet 
with God in ways I never have before. Help me to pray like Jesus did, so that I can be transformed into His image and 
likeness and live as He lived to glorify God. Amen.

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 19: FORGIVENESS IS ALWAYS GOD’S WILL  

O Devotional
O Mark 11:25
O Matthew 18:22
O Ephesians 6:12
O Philippians 2:5
O Psalms 110:1

DEVOTIONAL: 

“And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may 
forgive you your sins.” (Mark 11:25) 

We never have to wonder if forgiveness is God’s will. It always is. Jesus tells us that as we show mercy, so it shall be 
shown to us. But when we think about how often we are hurt by others or they are hurt by us, we wonder how do we 
forgive like Jesus? How do we show this kind of mercy when we are deeply hurt?  

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, ‘Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother who sins against me? Up to seven 
times?’ Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not just seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” (Matthew 18:22) 

Jesus charges us to forgive as many times as we are wronged. 

Once again, we are reminded that to do anything as Jesus did, is to become more like Him.  

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5) 

Jesus came to call the sinners to repentance. (Luke 5:32) He came as God’s letter of forgiveness to a sinful world. To 
everyone He met, touched and healed, He would say: your sins are forgiven. Jesus was showing us that we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the enemy of our soul. (Ephesians 6:12) He forgave sins and cast out evil spirits. 
When we have this revelation, we can forgive freely. When we understand that the enemy has mastered ways to turn 
people against their loved ones through offense and bitterness, then will we be quick to offer forgiveness so that we can 
open the door to reconciliation and restoration, just as Jesus has for us.  

Forgiveness always leads to joy. It’s often not an easy road, but it is always one that is worth taking for the joy that will 
surely follow.  

Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to begin this work in us this Christmas, so that we can recognize that people are not the enemy.  
That the one enemy we have, Jesus has put under His feet. (Psalm 110:1). Doesn’t that just put a spring in your step? 

PRAYER:

Precious Holy Spirit, I give You full permission to begin Your glorious work within me. Create within me a clean heart 
and renew a right spirit in me. Settle within me the revelation that I do not wrestle against people. Help me to see that 
You have won all the victory for me so that I can forgive quickly, truly find mercy and experience the joy of restored 
relationships. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 20: FEED MY SHEEP   

O Devotional
O John 21:17
O Matthew 28:18-20
O John 14:9

DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus said these words to Peter three times: Feed my sheep. 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
sheep.” (John 21:17) 

As Jesus followers, we are all called to make disciples. 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 18-20) 

Maybe we are more than writers, teachers, leaders, mentors. Could it be that we are to faithfully model what it looks 
like to be like Christ in our good deeds, so that others can submit to the process of being made into His image too? Just as 
Jesus came to reveal to us who the Father truly is, perhaps we are to reveal to the world who Jesus truly is.  

“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (John 14: 9) 

Whoever sees us should see Jesus. Our salvation has given us the life of Christ. The Holy Spirit, hand in hand with the 
ministry of the Word of God, continues to form in us the likeness of Jesus. With this comes a strong desire to see others 
spiritually developed and matured so they can also be like Christ to their own families, communities and the world.   

So, maybe you’re a homeschool mom, a brother, an aunt, a father-in-law; Jesus is calling us alike to disciple those that He 
has entrusted to us. Reflect on how you can model Jesus to those around you through your good deeds this Christmas so 
that they will want to know Jesus and be like Him too.  

PRAYER:

Holy Spirit, show me what it means to disciple those around me. Speak through me as I speak, teach, lead and do good. 
Help me to study the Word, so that I can always teach Your truth alone. Go ahead of me and prepare the hearts of all 
those I will disciple, so that they can receive Your Word. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 21: JOY MADE PERFECT  

O Devotional
O Psalms 119:11
O John 15:10
O Mark 12:30-31

DEVOTIONAL: 

This week we have reflected on how God’s commandments are the revelation of His perfect will. And when Jesus came, 
it was with the mission to fulfill the perfect will of The Father. He left us with the same commandment: follow my 
commandments that your joy may be full.  

As we joyfully prepare our hearts for Christmas, let us also reflect on the joy that is produced in our lives through our 
good deeds. As we have studied and prayed this week, we have seen that there is a joy that is already present in our lives, 
the one we received when we accepted the life of Jesus. The joy of our salvation. Even in the storms of life, we are called 
to guard this joy at all cost. 

We’ve also reflected daily on the fullness of joy that is found in the presence of God. We see that as we consistently 
worship God in the place of prayer, just as Jesus did constantly, we have access to this full joy. We draw from the 
abundance available in God.  

Finally, this week, we walked with Jesus as He showed us what it means to walk in God’s perfect will for our lives. What 
it looks like to walk in alignment with the words, “it is written.” (Matthew 4). He teaches us that to love God is to follow 
His Word and obey it. David puts it this way: “Your word have I hidden in my heart, so that I will not sin against You.” 
(Psalm 119:11) 

Jesus makes us this beautiful promise: “If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your 
joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:10) 

Obey God, that your joy may be complete.  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
Second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12: 30-31) 

Jesus captures all the commandments in these two. And He showed us how to live them.  

It’s true: there is a different kind of joy that comes with knowing you are walking in the will of God. There is an 
abundant joy that overflows within you when you know that you are helping and transforming lives. That you are 
making an impact by helping people see and know Jesus.  

May this be our testimony. That we begin to love God with everything we are and have. That we pursue His Word with a 
deep hunger and thirst and when we find it, may we walk in obedience to it. That we find our purpose in His Word and 
fulfill His Will.   

PRAYER:

Father, I love You, but I want to love You more. I want to know You more. I desire a fresh encounter with You and a thirst 
for Your word. Holy Spirit, pour upon me the spirit of prayer, so that I can keep coming to You and learning. Help me to 
live as Jesus did, to desire Your will above all things. Father, help me to find my purpose in Your Kingdom agenda, so that 
I can fulfill Your will for my life through good deeds done in love, that my joy may be full.  

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 22: LOVE + GOOD GIFTS  

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O John 3:16

DEVOTIONAL: 

It is probably safe to say that the world around you has been thinking about, purchasing, wrapping and giving gifts 
to one another. Tis the season, right? Christmas is a time of gift-giving. Often, we approach this season guarding our 
hearts from materialism and bolstering ourselves to not miss the true reason for the season in the hustle and bustle. But 
perhaps this Christmas we can use the hustle and bustle around us to remind us of two precious truths: 

Gifts are an expression of love 
and 
God is a gift-giver. 

Certainly, gift-giving can get out of hand at this time of year. Stress and delivery dates, budgets, expectations and 
shopping trips can all drain the joy out of gift-giving. But, if we take a moment to truly think about why we give gifts, we 
can see that it is an expression of love for those in our lives. At the very least, it is acknowledging one another through an 
act of generosity. When we realize the incredible power of gifts to express love to others, it can inspire joy in the practice 
once again. 

Not only, are gifts an expression of our love, but they can also be a way to reflect the heart of God to others. God Himself 
is a gift-giver. In fact, that is what Christmas celebrates. God gave lavishly to the world when He gave us Jesus. All 
through this Advent season we have been unwrapping the good gifts that God gave us in Jesus—gifts such as hope, peace 
and joy. We have also taken time to consider how we can give those gifts to others. Why? Because if we want to reflect 
the heart of God in the world, we have to love like Him.  

James 1:17 tells us where every good gift truly comes from: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

STORY: 

When children like 11-year-old Geovane begin to attend the Compassion program, it doesn’t just impact their everyday 
lives. It also transforms the meaning of Christmas for them. Geovane lives with his mom, dad and five other siblings 
in Casserengue, Brazil. His parents struggle to earn enough to support their family and this means that Christmas is a 
meagre celebration in their household, often with no gifts. But when Geovane and two of his brothers were registered at 
the Compassion program in their local church, they learned about the true meaning of a gift and experienced the love 
of God through the love of their sponsor. The generosity of his sponsor and the time that the Compassion staff invested 
in delivering his Christmas gift and the good news was how Geovane came to know that the greatest gift someone 
could desire was already given to them: Jesus. That’s the reason why a Christmas gift can be so important. It’s not just a 
present, it’s a reminder that every child is important and loved by God. 

“I love my new school bag. Before, we had nothing to carry our stuff. Now we do! Our family is big and we never could 
buy anything like we have now. I’m really grateful, not just for my present, but because I can feel God’s love through all 
these things and remember He uses different people to show His love,” shared Geovane. 

As we get nearer to Christmas Day, let’s remember that a gift expresses love and reflects the heart of God to others. It can 
be more than a present. It can be a reminder of God’s love in a broken world.   

PRAYER:

God, thank You for Your good and perfect gifts in my life. In this moment, I pause and remember the greatest gift of all—
Jesus. May I remember that You gave Your Son because You loved me. Help me to reframe my thinking this Christmas 
to see gift-giving as a way of reflecting Your love to the world around me. Show me the gifts You would have me give in 
order to love people well. Amen.

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 23: GOD IS A GIFT-GIVER  

O Devotional
O John 3:16
O James 1:17
O Ephesians 2:8
O 2 Corinthians 9:15
O John 4:10
O 1 Corinthians 12:4
O Ecclesiastes 3:13

DEVOTIONAL: 

God is a gift-giving God. Pause. That was an easy-enough sentence to read at the outset of today’s reflection, but have you 
ever paused to really think about that truth? It truly is remarkable. The God of the universe, the One who created all 
things, the One who is perfect in power, presence and knowledge, is a God who gives us gifts! What a humbling truth to 
settle in our hearts this Christmas.  

Through God’s Word (which is one of His good and perfect gifts!), we learn that God shows His love through gifts.  

John 3:16 is a beloved verse that reminds us of God’s greatest gift. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” This is the gift we celebrate at Christmas 
time when we remember the moment that God came as a baby, born in a manger, to one day provide a way to eternal life. 

Though Jesus is the ultimate gift, God continues to lavishly give good and perfect gifts to us. Consider our verse for 
this week, James 1:17: “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

God is a gift-giving God and He doesn’t change so He will continue to give gifts to those He loves. Gifts such as salvation 
and grace. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
(Ephesians 2:8) In Second Corinthians, Paul calls the gift of grace God’s “indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15) Jesus 
says, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have 
given you living water” (John 4:10). There are many spiritual blessings we have received from God that refresh and 
restore our souls. He also gives us spiritual gifts in order that we might be a blessing to others and share the love of God 
with them. First Corinthians 12:4 says, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.” But 
God’s gifts aren’t only spiritual. He gives us gifts that impact our physical lives as well. Ecclesiastes 3:13 says “…that 
everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man.” 

God is a gift-giving God. Pause. How can you thank Him for His good and perfect gifts today? 

PRAYER:

Father, it is amazing to me that You are a gift-giving God. You have given the gift of Your Son, Jesus, and in this season, 
I think deeply on that precious gift. You also never change and so I can trust that You continue to give good gifts. Today, 
I pause to think on who You are as a gift-giving God, and I say thank You for the wonderful gifts You have given to me. 
Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 24: LOVE LIGHTS UP THE DARKNESS  

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O 1 John 1:5
O John 8:12
O John 3:16
O 1 John 2:8-11
O 1 John 4:7-11

DEVOTIONAL: 

For many, Christmas lights are a favourite part of the holiday season. Twinkling lights in frosted windows, the warm 
glow of the Christmas tree in the corner, favourite holiday candles flickering merrily and streets aglow with rows of 
cheerful strings of lights. It is a hallmark of the season. Light is an important part of Christmas. 

Light is an important part of God, too. We see that all throughout Scripture. In fact, we can see it in our verse for this 
week: 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.” 

If we are honest, so many people’s lives are like the shifting shadows like James describes. Our world feels unstable, 
unsteady and dark. Things change. People change. Hope, joy and peace are lost in the darkness of a world without God. 

But, God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. (1 John 1:5) 

Jesus told us, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” (John 8:12, emphasis added)  

God is light and love. Advent reminds us of this. God gave us His Son because He loves us and Jesus is the light of the 
world that overcomes the darkness. It is because of God’s love that He shines His light in our lives, giving us good gifts 
such as hope, peace and joy. It is love that shines the light of God into people’s lives. 

“Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and 
the true light is already shining. Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 
darkness. Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them 
stumble” (1 John 2:8-11, emphasis added) 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.” (1 John 4:7-11, emphasis added) 

Love lights up the darkness. And in a season where we are surrounded by the warmth of Christmas lights, may we 
choose to shine the heavenly light of our Father who has shown us how to love through giving. 

PRAYER:

Father of heavenly lights, as I look around in this season, I am surrounded by the beauty of light. Let the lights in my 
home, in the streets and places I go remind me to love others like You have loved me. Your love is one that dispels 
darkness and brings the good gifts of hope, peace and joy into our lives. May I reflect Your heart in the gifts I give and the 
light I shine this Christmas. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 25: LOVE IS A LIFESTYLE  

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O 1 John 1:5
O Hebrews 13:8

DEVOTIONAL: 

Our verse this week contains a juxtaposition. Do you know what it is? Hint: we touched on it in yesterday’s reflection on light.  

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows. (James 1:17, emphasis added) James contrasts heavenly lights and shifting shadows. Yesterday, we looked 
at how God is light and how that light shines His love into the darkness of our world. Today, we are going to travel to the other 
side of this tension and consider what James means when he comments that God “…does not change like shifting shadows.” 

Shifting shadows is an obvious comparison to heavenly lights. We can all understand the contrast between light and darkness. 
Less obvious but implicit in this turn of phrase, is the element of faithfulness in contrast with unreliability. God is faithful 
and does not change as the shadows do. If God is light, then He is always light with no darkness in Him. (1 John 1:5) He is “the 
same yesterday, today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) We can trust that His gifts will always be good and perfect because His love 
never changes. 

This teaches us an important lesson about love. Love does not come and go like shifting shadows, it remains constant and faithful. 
It is a light that does not change with shifting shadows of a world that is unstable and insecure. It is something others can rely on.

STORY: 

Compassion tutor Lissete has lived out this love as a lifestyle and served the children at her Compassion centre with a constant 
and faithful love that has impacted the lives of many students. Lissete expresses this kind of love because it was a gift she, 
herself, received from the Compassion centre in a time when she needed it most. Lisette came to the Compassion centre 
over a decade ago having recently given birth while her husband was unemployed and her family was facing significant 
health challenges. One of her daughters was registered in Compassion’s sponsorship program and Lisette was also offered 
employment as a tutor, changing her family’s story. 

“I had heard about Compassion in the community. Still, being on the inside, I realized what a jewel it is and what a blessing it is 
to each of the children,” she said. “I think the centre impacts the lives of the children and youth so much because of its spiritual 
component. It’s Jesus who changes the whole picture.” 

Interacting with the youth she tutors is her favorite pastime. She calls them to ask about important issues, visits them, 
befriends their caregivers, and involves them in various church and extracurricular activities. 

Her faithful love does not go unnoticed. “Lissete is a jewel, a role model,” said Dilcia, the centre director. “She goes above and 
beyond as a tutor and goes the extra mile in every way. I can say, without a doubt, that if Lissete had not been in our midst for 
almost 13 years of service, many teenagers would have strayed from the right path.” 

Lissete is one of the thousands of tutors in the Dominican Republic who are demonstrating a constant and reliable love to the 
children they serve amidst the instability and insecurity that poverty creates. They shine the light of Christ as they truly live a 
lifestyle of love so that every child can receive the good gifts that God has for them. 

“With much love and intentionality, we take the responsibility that God has given into our hands: our children. And we will 
never feel peace until we see them shine and fulfill their dreams,” Lissete shares with a smile.  

PRAYER:

Father, You are faithful in Your love to me. Constant and never changing, I can rely on Your love and trust Your good gifts. The 
world around me may shift like shadows, but You stand in contrast to the world. Today, I ask that You will show me how to love 
others in the same faithful way that I might reflect Your character and goodness to a chaotic and turbulent world. Amen. 

EVERY GOOD GIFT: A 28-DAY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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DAY 26: LOVE GIVES AND LOVE IS THE GIFT  

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O John 15:13
O Philippians 2:6-8
O 1 John 3:16
O John 15:9

DEVOTIONAL: 

Love gives. We have learned that truth this week. But love is also the gift.  

This Advent we have been unwrapping the greatest gift of all: Jesus. We have seen how God’s good and perfect gifts are 
the hope, peace and joy found in Him. But there is one more gift that we have been unwrapping this week: love. 

We have reflected on how God is a gift-giving God, how His gifts are an expression of love for us and how we can reflect 
His love to others by giving generously. But as we near Christmas Day, when Love became incarnate and was swaddled 
in a manager, it is a good reminder that Love gives and Love is the gift. God gave us the gift of His Son, but Jesus came 
willingly knowing that one day He would have to bear the Cross on our behalf. Jesus gave Himself. 

“[Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8). 

“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us” (1 John 3:16). 

So today, reflect on the wonderful truth that Love gave Love. Savour the gift of that love and allow it fill your heart today. 
It is only then that we are positioned to love others.  

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.” (John 15:9).  

PRAYER:

Jesus, thank You for Your love! You are the greatest gift I’ve been given and the greatest love I have ever known. What a 
good and perfect gift! I know that as the love You give fills my heart, I will have more love to give others. Love gives love. 
Help me to remain in Your love today. Amen. 
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DAY 27: HOW GOOD GIFTS SHOW LOVE 

O Devotional
O James 1:17
O James 1:2-8
O Romans 8:31-39

DEVOTIONAL: 

The year behind us has certainly been full of challenges. It has been dark. It has been broken. It has felt heavy. If ever we 
have needed the good gifts of hope, peace, joy and love, it is now. A good gift can be a comfort, a joy, a reason to hope.  

Our verse for this week is nestled in a letter that James is writing to his church who is facing a turbulent, threatening 
and challenging time. James leads off his letter with these words: 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds…” (James 1:2) 

Trials, James goes on to share, which test your faith (1:3), demand wisdom you may not have (1:5), humble you (1:9-
10), ask you to persevere (1:12) and confront your sinful desires (1:14). It is within this context—the wide and varied 
challenges of life in its most difficult seasons—that James shares our verse for this week: 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows.” (James 1:17) 

The good and perfect gifts that James is talking about are those that meet our needs when we need it most. When we face 
the trials and challenges of life, they are the things that lead us closer to Christ and refine us to look like Him. 

Romans 8 reminds us that we can stand firm amidst the challenges of life when God gives His love. 

“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? ... Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:31-32, 35, 37-39, emphasis added) 

The world has been dark, broken and heavy. It is facing challenges and trials and there are many people with significant 
needs. We can represent Christ through the good gifts we give. The gifts that meet real needs when it is needed most. 
Good gifts show the love of God because God loved us so much that He gave. 

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you” (John 15:12)  

PRAYER:

God, You gave Your Son because You loved me. And that love is what gives me everything I need for this life. Your gifts 
are good and perfect because they are what I need the most—the strength to walk through the trials and all that I need 
for life and godliness. Guide me to give good gifts so that I can show the love of God to those around me. Amen. 
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DAY 28: THE GOOD NEWS LIVED OUT – CULTIVATING PEACE IN THE WORLD  

O Devotional
O Luke 2:6-20
O James 1:17

DEVOTIONAL: 

As we have journeyed through Advent together, we have unwrapped the good gifts that God has given us. Gifts of hope, 
peace, joy and love. They are the gifts that came swaddled in a manger that first Christmas Day. The baby in a manger 
who would make a way for the good life of hope, who would proclaim the good news of peace, who would walk in the 
good deeds that spark joy and who would give the good gift of love, Himself.  

It was to the shepherds that this wonderful news was first proclaimed, to the humble, the poor, the vulnerable. The glory 
of the Lord shone brilliantly in that field of sheep and the “good news of great joy” was shared: God’s good and perfect 
gift had been given.  

As we reflect this Christmas on every good and perfect gift that God has given us, let’s respond like the shepherds. 

Let’s rush to the presence of Jesus. (Luke 2:15-16) 

Let’s gather around the good and perfect gift of God with worship and adoration. 

And then, let’s return to our jobs, our tasks, our daily lives, changed. (Luke 2:20) 

Let’s live to glorify God and shine His light brilliantly by sharing His hope, peace, joy and love with the world around us.  

PRAYER:

God, I know that every good gift comes from You. Today, I rush to the presence of Jesus, the greatest gift of all and I 
ponder Your hope, peace, joy and love anew. But I know that I cannot remain beside the manger because You did not 
remain there. You lived Your life continuing to give hope, peace, joy and love to others. Help me to carry every good gift 
You have given me into the world. Amen. 
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WHAT IS COMPASSION? 

As one of the world’s leading child development 
organizations, Compassion partners with the 

local church around the world to end poverty in 
the lives of children and their families.  

Today, more than two million children and their 
families are discovering lives full of promise and 

purpose as they develop in all aspects of their 
lives—minds, bodies and relationships—while 
discovering God’s love for them in the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.


