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“As I look back on the road I’ve travelled,
I’ve seen so many times He carried me through;
And if there’s one thing that I’ve learned in my life,
My Redeemer is faithful and true.”

hese lyrics from
Steven Curtis
Chapman’s “My
Redeemer is Faithful
and True” have deeply touched
me at this time in my life.
Faithfulness is an attribute
of God. It should also be a
characteristic of His followers.
As I look back over my 36 years
with Compassion, I can clearly
see the hand of God upon this
ministry. He has protected
us, guided us and generously
resourced us to become one of
the most significant Christian
child development ministries
in Canada. I fi rmly believe His
blessing is a direct result of the
faithfulness of our supporters,
volunteers, board and staff.

T

God never promised to
bless organizations. He does,
however, promise to bless
people—and Compassion
Canada is a collective of faithful
people: faithful in keeping
the mission centred on Christ,
faithful in being good stewards
of the resources entrusted
to us and faithful to put Him
fi rst in everything we do.
You will read about this
faithfulness in the actions
of those we serve—and with
whom we serve—throughout
this edition: the sponsor whose
intentional support has resulted
in a family relationship she
never dreamed of (pg 04), the
teen who spends her days
serving her local church and
trusting she will one day see
her family reunited (pg 10)
and the pastor whose dogged
determination has led to
community transformation
(pg 14). I hope these stories—
and more—will inspire you as
they reaffi rm God’s faithfulness
and that of His Church.

Compassion Canada is, and
will continue to be, Christcentered, child-focused and
church-based. It will give me
tremendous joy to hand over
the mantle of leadership to
my successor, Allison Alley,
in October. I am more than
confident that she will continue
to steward this ministry with
deep faithfulness and excellence.
Her eyes are set on the same goal
that our leaders have persevered
toward since the birth of this
ministry: releasing children
from poverty in Jesus’ name.
To God be the glory for
past and future blessings!

YOUNG BEA: A BEACON OF LIGHT

How one teen girl’s dynamic faith
encourages her incarcerated father.
© 2019 Compassion Canada. All rights reserved.
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A HUMBLE TENACI T Y

Trusting God is working—even when
nothing else is.

Material within this publication may not be reproduced
without the expressed written consent of Compassion
Canada. Compassion is a registered trademark of
Compassion International Inc.

17

STEPPING INTO THE STORY

Experiencing life around the world—
without leaving home.

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
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TR ANSL AT ING LOVE

An interview with one of Compassion’s
letter translators in Ethiopia.
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TWO BOYS, ONE
ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT

COMPASSION CANADA
985 Adelaide St. S. | London, ON | N6E 4A3

Meet the young men behind these
incredible business startups.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP IS IMPORTANT.
Our annual report has gone digital.
Check out our latest report at
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President and CEO, Compassion Canada

CELEBR AT ING BARRY:
36 FA I THFUL YEARS

compassion.ca/annual-report

Some reflections from our board chair,
Ian Lawson, at Barry’s retirement.
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A BOND
WITHO UT
BORDERS
A bond forged through letters grows deeper
than this sponsor could have imagined.
W R I T T E N BY AV E LE E N S CH I NK E L
PHOTOS BY S I L A S I RUNGU
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he moment you meet
Cynthia Trump-Fougere
from Carstairs, Alberta,
you feel welcomed and
at ease. Her bright, blue
eyes twinkle with quick humour
and her infectious laugh portrays
a woman with a zest for life and
an unrestrained love for others.
But she’s the first to admit that
finding joy was sometimes a struggle.
“I wasn’t raised the best,” she says.
“So, I chose not to have children. But
there was always something missing
in me, always something sad.”
A generous heart, Cynthia gave of her
time and resources over the years to
various local charities, trying to live out
her faith and bring hope to the lives of
others. She loved helping and connecting
with people, but she still felt something
was missing in her life. Eventually,
through the encouragement of a close
friend, she decided to sponsor a child.
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“It’s something my heart has
always wanted me to do,” she
says. “I was so excited … it opened
a whole new door for me.”
Her first two sponsored
children were young boys from
Uganda. She then felt drawn to
sponsor a girl, wanting to give
her a better chance at overcoming
the challenges girls and women
typically face. She chose to
sponsor Monica, an older girl
from Uganda. Eventually, she and
her husband, Rob, sponsored two
more girls, also from Uganda.
“By sponsoring these children,
I‘ve filled that sadness of not
having children,” says Cynthia
with a smile. “I’ve fulfilled
something that I was missing
all my life.”
A former postal worker,
Cynthia loves writing and
receiving letters. She especially
loved receiving Monica’s letters
over the years, which were
never lacking in detail.
"Her letters weren’t short;
they were newsy and she told
me all about herself,” says
Cynthia. “Monica is a wealth of
information, always chatty, always
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telling me about everything.
She brought me into her life
and taught me a lot about it.”
Little did Cynthia know
how intertwined their lives
would become.
Years into their relationship,
Monica wrote Cynthia and Rob
with news that she was now an
aunt of three precious babies.
Monica had insisted on naming
the children, wanting to honour
her beloved sponsors. Knowing
how deeply Cynthia and Rob’s
support had impacted their
sister and their family, her
siblings agreed. Monica chose to
name her nephew Rob, and her
nieces, Trump and Cynthia.
Cynthia and Rob were
overwhelmed with the honour,
never dreaming they would have
children named after them.
FAMILY T IES

The two families had an
undeniably profound connection,
despite the many miles that
separated them. But at times
those miles seemed impassable—
Cynthia feared flying over
water and never dreamed she

would be able to meet any of
her sponsored children. But
when the opportunity arose to
travel to Uganda, she knew she
had to give her fear over to God
and go. What wouldn’t she do to
meet Monica and her family?
Cynthia’s nerves gave way to
excitement as she prepared for
her trip. Before she knew it, she
was in western Uganda, making
her way toward Monica’s village.
Clay brick homes flashed by on
the rural country roads. Women
with babies strapped to their
backs laid laundry on thatch
roofs to dry. Children waved
excitedly as the van lumbered
along the uneven dirt road,
churning the rich, red soil as it
navigated potholes and puddles
from a recent rainfall. Rolling
green fields and lush trees were
made doubly vibrant through the
clinging drops of a lingering mist.
Each sight was new and
exhilarating—but what Cynthia
longed to see was Monica.
“The closer we got to our
destination, the more exciting it
was to know that we were going
to be there … I wanted to get out of
the vehicle and start running!”
When Cynthia arrived at
Monica’s family’s home, she was
in for a surprise.
“Seeing her little house, I just
thought we were going to meet
Monica, her mom and her sister. I
didn’t expect an army to come out
of the house!” She laughs at the
memory. “They came piling out
of the two doors, and I was
so stunned.”
Monica, now 20 years old, is
the youngest of nine children.
Five of her siblings and their
families—some of whom had
travelled many hours—were there
to meet Cynthia, as well as several
children from the community
Monica’s mom, Robina, has
taken in and cares for. The group
embraced Cynthia with shouts of
joy and more than a few tears.
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Cynthia spends time with
her and Rob's young
namesakes: (from left)
Rob, Trump and Cynthia.
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"Being able to hold

“It was very emotional,” says
Cynthia. “Meeting her family—
the love they gave me and the
hugs, and taking me in—was
so important. And being able
to hold [Monica] and hug her
and be part of her life was
overwhelming. I got the feeling
that I wanted to protect her …
like she was my own blood.”
Meeting the three young ones
named after her and Rob was
an experience Cynthia will
never forget.
“There was such a
connection because they’re
your namesakes,” she smiles.
“I have a Trump out there and
a Cynthia, and we have a Rob.
Seeing our ‘mini-me’s’ was such
a heart-warming experience.”

Monica and hug her
and be part of her life
was overwhelming."

GROW ING TOGETHER

Cynthia spent time with Monica
and her family at their home,
sharing stories and photos, getting
to know one another better and
taking time for deep conversation
and encouragement. She also
joined Monica at her Compassion
centre at the nearby local church,
where more than 200 children
come regularly to hear about
God’s love, learn new life skills
and enjoy nutritious meals and a
safe place to play—all under the
watchful care of loving adults.
Watching her sponsored child—
now a young adult—lead others
in worship, thrive in job skills
workshops and care for younger
children touched Cynthia deeply.
“[Monica] is vibrant. She’s a gogetter. She’s intelligent. She leads
in prayer. She’s a fantastic singer
and dancer. She’s so involved
with the [centre] and with helping
other children, with helping her
teachers. She’s a leader. And that’s
why it’s so important that we help
her attain her goals, because she
is not a follower. She is a leader,
and people look up to her.”
The experience has changed how
Cynthia views her sponsorship.
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"She’s a leader. And that’s why
it’s so important that we help
her attain her goals.”

“That door opened and we
didn’t just gain Monica; we gained
a family. We have a humongous
family there now. So, for me to
go see Monica, it’s not about just
seeing Monica. I have to go see
the rest of my family. I’m saving
already in the piggy bank to go.
I love them, and I know I’m
loved,” she says.
“I’m being prayed for all the
time. I know those children
and their families are praying
for me every day and loved me
before ever having met me, and
it’s unconditional. I feel like a
mom … it brings meaning to my
life and gives me purpose.”

THERE’S MORE TO THE S TORY!
Hear from Monica’s family and
follow along as they experience
meeting “Mama” Cynthia at
cmpsn.ca/cynthia
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Young Bea:
A beacon of light

W R I T T E N BY L AUR A PH I LL I P S A ND E DW I N E S T IOKO

Just 16 years old, Bea is a beacon of light everywhere she goes. She loves to bring
out joy in the people around her—cracking jokes and dancing spontaneously just
to see someone smile. With her luminous spirit and carefree demeanor, it would
be impossible to know the darkness that has impacted Bea’s family life—that is,

How one teen girl’s dynamic faith encourages her incarcerated father.
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the darkness of growing up with an incarcerated father.
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“It was here at the centre
where I received Jesus as my
personal Saviour, it was here
where my faith in God was
strengthened and it is here
where I am now serving God.”
BR INGING THE GOSPEL
TO PR ISON

+
Dancing with her tambourine, Bea
commands the room with her beautiful
vibrancy. “See good in all things” is not
just something Bea wears on her shirt—
it is something she wears on her heart.

THE DARK DAYS

Growing up, Bea’s parents
Dax and Norissa were never
able to hold steady jobs. With
Bea and her younger sister
Cassandra to provide for, the
gravity of unemployment
weighed on the family.
For years, Dax earned a living
undertaking short stints of odd
jobs around their community
in Bantayan Island in the
Philippines. But eventually, Dax
moved on to a more dangerous
and surefire way of earning
income—selling drugs.
“Those were the darkest days
of my life,” Norissa says. “We
used to fight a lot because [Dax]
let his buddies into our tiny
house even at very late hours
in the evening. I threatened to
kick him out of the house. Jesus
was clearly not yet the centre
of our family back then.”
Two years after his drug
venture began, Dax was arrested
by the police and put in jail for
drug possession and trafficking.
And so, Bea and her sister
Cassandra were forced to grow

12 COMPA SSION MAG A ZINE

up in this new reality, without
their father by their side.
AN UNEXPEC TED INV I TAT ION

Shortly before Dax's arrest, a
group of staff from Christian
Life Church, a local church in
the family’s neighbourhood,
approached Bea’s home and
shared about Compassion’s
Child Sponsorship Program.
“[The staff] said they were
sponsoring children so that they
could grow to become educated,
healthy and godly individuals,”
Norissa says. “They wanted
to register my daughter in the
student centre, but I hesitated.”
Norissa wasn’t quite sure
what to make of the offer. But
it was her husband, Dax, who
convinced her to let Bea join.
“He said it is good for our
child to hear about the Bible,
and we need the help because
we are very poor,” Norissa says.
So, at six years old, Bea
was registered at Capstone
Generation Compassion centre
at Christian Life Church.

AN ALL-ENCOMPA SSING
GOSPEL LIFEST YLE

It’s now been 10 years since
Bea was asked to join the local
Compassion centre—and her
life has completely changed.
“I’m keeping myself busy
for God because that makes
me happy,” she says.
“Keeping busy” may be an
understatement. Each day of
the week is spent either at the
church or sharing about it.
Bea is one of the youth leaders
at her church. Her weekends are
filled with time at the church:
prayer meetings, dance practices,
worship and fellowship. During
the week, she is a student leader
at her school, in charge of making
policies that promote good student
behaviour. And amidst all of
that, she is always looking for
opportunities to share the gospel.
She also disciples younger
Compassion children and
translates their letters to their
sponsors into English.
“This is one of the reasons why
I am really grateful that I became
a sponsored child,” Bea says.
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A couple of years ago, Bea’s
church started a Bible study
inside the district prison.
Bea’s father was one of
their first attendees.
Now, every Monday, a
volunteer pastor from the church
gathers with the inmates to study
scripture after a time of worship
led by the inmates themselves.
According to Bea’s mom, who
visits her husband three times
a week, Dax finds great peace
knowing that his daughter is
growing in the Lord. It motivates
him to grow in his own faith.
Today, more than 80 of the
inmates have come to know Jesus
and regularly attend the Bible
study because of the local church.
JESUS IS THE GLUE

Even though Bea isn’t able to
have her father around in the
capacity she hopes to, she is

+
Bea with her mother,
Norissa, and her little
sister, Cassandra.

quick to see God working in
the family’s tough situation.
“The only thing really that
could make me sad is when I think
that my father is in prison,” Bea
says. “But when I think again, I
become happy because there he is
not doing drugs anymore and he
goes to Bible study.”

There is no saying when Dax
could be released, if at all.
“But we continue to pray for
that day to come, and the first
thing I would like to do is to go
to church with my father. Then I
will really be the happiest girl at
church,” says Bea.

13

“ Jesus is the glue
that holds our family
together. If God were
not the centre of our
family, with our father
in prison, there’s no
telling what kind of a
person I would be now.”
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A
humble
tenacity

astor Darío is an
unassuming man
with a friendly
presence and a
warm smile. And
while he may not draw
much attention in a crowd,
there’s something magnetic
about the love he has for his
community and his confidence
in God’s faithfulness.
Pastor Darío and his wife,
Yeni, raised their three
children in Etén, Peru, where
Darío worked as an associate
pastor. The family was happily
settled, enjoying their work
and loving their church family.
But when Darío fi rst stepped
foot in Cerro Colorado—a town
more than 1,700 kilometres
from Etén—something
stirred in his heart. Families
struggled to make ends meet
here, living in homes of mud,
rushes and hay without the
most basic amenities. He
felt a distinct lack of hope.
“What struck me the
most was seeing several
children practically living in
abandonment,” Darío says.
“My heart ached for those little
ones. That day, while I was
going back home, I couldn’t
help but to pour out my tears,
feeling powerless. Each one of
their faces was in my mind.”
From that moment, Pastor
Darío was fi lled with a
burning desire to bring God’s
love and transformation
to Cerro Colorado.
Darío spoke to his family.
If they were to minister to a
new community, they would
need to uproot and move to the
other end of the country—not
a decision to make lightly.

Trusting God is working—
even when nothing else is.
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But Yeni and the kids were
supportive and open to what
God had in store for their
family, wherever that took
them. With the blessing of
their church, the family made
their preparations and moved
to their new community.
Their welcome was less
than enthusiastic.
“Many of the families we
visited were skeptical of our
intentions. They thought we
were expecting something
in return,” says Yeni. “The
people who really listened
to us were willing to start
the work in the community.
We were only a few, but that
never brought us down.”
A key demographic on whom
Darío and Yeni focused their
ministry was teenage mothers.
Teen pregnancy is a common
occurance in many areas of
Peru. According to Seguro
Integral de Salud—Peru’s
leading health insurance
provider—one in six young
mothers in Peru gives birth
before the age of 18. Many drop
out of school and can only fi nd
low-paying jobs as a result.
Children are often left at home,
alone and unsupervised, while
their parents look for work.
Darío knew the children
of this community needed
better support, despite the
community’s skepticism. His
young church got creative,
acquiring a bank loan to plant
rice. With the earnings, they
would begin construction
on a church building and
community care centre.
Then, just two weeks before
harvest, an unseasonable
rainfall flooded the rice fields.

COMPA SSION.C A 15

Birds came and devoured
the swollen plants. Despite
the efforts of community
members to save the
field from the fowl, 70
per cent of the crop was
lost. The church would
have barely enough left
to pay back the bank.
Pastor Darío was
devastated. As he wept,
he clung to the only
stable thing left—
God’s faithfulness.
“I was sure God had
put that desire in my
heart and He was going
to provide everything
we needed,” Darío says.
“I didn’t know what to do, but I was sure God was
bigger than all my problems and He wanted us
to serve those children. So, I continued working
without ceasing. And little by little, more people
of the community joined our little church.”
It was then that Pastor Darío saw God move
in a mighty way.
“One morning, while we were cleaning the church,
Pastor José [of the Etén Church] came to tell me that
Compassion was interested in financing a church
plant here,” says Pastor Darío. “In that very moment,
I fell down on my knees and started thanking
God because He answered our daily prayers.”
Planning began immediately. The Los Peregrinos
Church in Etén partnered with Compassion to
provide the funding, and Samuel—an architecture
student and Compassion program graduate in
Etén— managed the design of the new building.
Together, the planning team came up with a
model that focused on child-based learning
and play in every area of the building.

+
In it together: Darío and
Yeni (middle) and their
three children.
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Stepping
into the
story
Experiencing life around the
world—without leaving home.
W R I T T E N BY A LYS S A E S PA R A Z
PHOTO BY AV E LE E N S CH I NK E L

The space, now complete, is beautiful. Bright
walls are adorned with printed Bible verses.
A patio floor has built-in hopscotch games
where children can play as they walk to their
classrooms. High ceilings allow for better airflow
in the humid region, and an outdoor play area
offers an alternative to playing on the streets.
Now open for six months, this community hub is
a symbol of hope for the 150 children who learn and
play here throughout the week. These kids receive
support from their tutors, help with homework,
nutritious meals, health checkups and a safe space
to play with friends while being cared for by loving
adults. As Pastor Darío once dreamed, the work of the
church is transforming the lives of these children.
And transformation isn’t just happening within
the classrooms. Doubt and hesitation in the
community has turned into hope, and many have
become fully engaged in the church’s ministry.
Elizabeth, who lives in the community, now
stands guard at the entrance of the church every
day, ensuring the children arrive to the centre
safely. “I have been living in Cerro Colorado for
more than 70 years,” she says, “and it is the first
time I have seen the children running around with
smiles on their faces. It is an indescribable joy.”
The journey has been fraught with challenges.
But Pastor Darío is deeply moved by God’s
faithfulness in every moment—especially
when the obstacles seemed impassable.
“God’s timing is perfect,” he says. “Far behind are
the times when our children lived without hope.
We are preparing a bright future for them. And
even though we still have a long way to go, we will
continue our mission, because we know that we can
do all things through Christ who strengthens us.”
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girl in the Dominican
Republic grows up
under the care of a
single mother after
being abandoned by her father. A
boy in Kenya is arrested and sent
to jail for stealing a small loaf of
bread for his starving family.
Sometimes, when we hear
the stories of the children in
Compassion’s program, it can feel
very far away. But what if you
could hear their voices, see their
homes and walk their streets?
The Compassion Experience
gives Canadians the opportunity
to immerse themselves in
the world of children in
Compassion’s program—without
leaving home. The Compassion
Experience stopped in nine
cities across Canada this spring,
hosted by local churches.
The interactive experience
invites you to walk through a
series of rooms that replicate
important places in the life
of a child who grew up in
Compassion’s program. As you do,
the child tells you his or her story
through an audio recording.
“The experience was really eye-

A

opening,” says Aim Abellanosa,
a 19-year-old from Toronto, ON.
“My friend and I are currently
sponsoring a kid. [This experience]
is something tangible and makes
the [sponsorship] more real—these
are real children out there.”
The stories told through the
Compassion Experience are,
indeed, the stories of real children.
Ten alumni of the Compassion
program from seven countries
around the world worked with
the creators of the Compassion
Experience to give people as
authentic an experience as you
can get without getting on an
airplane. When you walk into
Yannely’s story, for example,
you are truly walking into the
streets of the Dominican Republic
as seen through her eyes.
For many parents, it’s a way for
them to teach their kids about the
realities of the world. Joy Morrison,
who brought her husband and two
kids to the Compassion Experience,
says she did so “for [her] children
to open their eyes.” They decided
to sponsor 19-year-old Dave
from the Philippines together
at the end of the experience.

“[We decided to sponsor him
because] the [boy whose story we
heard], Jey, said that mostly the
younger ones get picked,” says
Owen, Joy’s son. “I was rooting for
Dave because he probably wasn’t
expecting to get sponsored!”
It’s common for kids to come out
of the experience not only with a
new perspective on the world, but
with motivation to do something
about it. Tania Bianchi came to
the Compassion Experience as a
parent volunteer with her church’s
youth group. Her 12-year-old son,
Matteo, left clearly inspired.
“Kids need to experience things
like this,” Tania says. “Our kids live
in this little wonder bubble, but
there’s so much more [happening
in the world]. And as you saw with
my own son—you could see it in
his face—he’s getting choked up
realizing that this little girl had
to go through what she did.”
Matteo had just one message
for others after going through
the Compassion Experience:
“Always try to help people
who are in need.”

Visit compassionexperience.com to see where the Compassion Experience is stopping next!
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Translating letters
between sponsors

TR ANSL ATING
LOVE

WE ARE SO THANKFUL FOR PEOPLE LIKE BETEY,

and children is a

whose faithfulness enables sponsors to connect with the

big responsibility—

children they sponsor at a deeper level. There are faithful

one Betey doesn’t

translators just like Betey at every one of Compassion’s

take lightly.

national offices, ready to translate the letters you send to
the child you sponsor. Head to my.compassion.ca today
to write a letter!

An interview with one of Compassion’s
letter translators in Ethiopia.

DON’T KNOW WHAT TO WR I TE? Check out what
some kids at a Compassion centre in Ethiopia want
to know about their sponsors for some inspiration.

W R I T T E N BY A LYS S A E S PA R A Z
A ND A MB E R VA N S CHOONE V E LD
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OMPA SSION HA S

thousands of staff—
and countless more
volunteers—around
the world who work faithfully
in their specific roles, to release
children from poverty in Jesus’
name. Whether at a national office
in southeast Asia, at our global
headquarters in Colorado, at our
office here in Canada or elsewhere,
Compassion has a global team that
top to bottom does what they do for
a reason: to see lives transformed
because of the love of Jesus.
Betey is one of those people. She
has been working at Compassion’s
national office in Ethiopia for
three years, translating the letters
that are exchanged between
sponsors and children. Because
of her diligent work, children
and sponsors can encourage each
other, share prayer requests and
express their love for one another.
The words that she translates bring
motivation, inspiration and hope to
children and sponsors alike.
We had the chance to talk with
Betey and find out what motivates
her, inspires her and makes
her laugh in her job as a letter
translator.
WHAT IS THE FUNNIEST THING

ASK THE KIDS!
pets—they’re just food or maybe a good
business. So, when sponsors say, “My cat
just died, and we buried him last week.
We were so sad...” There’s like a whole
page about the cat! And the kid would
respond and say, “Oh. Oh, I'm sorry.
Okay.” They take half a sentence. That’s
funny. Kids don’t really keep pets here,
so they don’t get it.

BINI YAM, 11
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“It was so cool

“My sponsor is

when my sponsor

19 years old. She

sent me a picture

sent me a photo

WHAT DO YOU W ISH

of himself. He is

of herself. She is

WHAT IS THE MOST IMPACTFUL THING

SPONSOR S KNE W?

a doctor. I would

very beautiful.

YOU’VE READ THAT A CHILD HAS

I wish the sponsors could come and see
their kids here. It is the ultimate wish of
the child. They say, "I wish my sponsor
could come see me here. They could come
see what I do—I go to class, I help my
mom at home and I do my chores. They
could come see how life has changed for
me since they came into my life." So, I
think that would be great for the child.

like to know what

I would want to

kind of doctor my

know what my

sponsor is and what

sponsor is doing—

kinds of things he

is she working or

does as a doctor.”

studying?”

WRITTEN TO HIS OR HER SPONSOR?

It’s impactful when the child writes what
they are really going through. It might be
a happy moment or a sad one, but you
can see that the child really meant it when
they wrote the letter.
When the child says, "I will pray for
you guys. I love you," they really mean it.
I have a few friends who were sponsored,
and they say, "Oh, we really meant it. Our
sponsors had a big, big influence on our
lives." It’s a big deal—the kids say thank
you again and again. The most repeated
words in the letters are: "Thank you, thank
you. How are you doing? Thank you."

YOU’ VE RE AD IN A LET TER , EI THER
FROM A K ID OR A SPONSOR?

WHAT MOT I VATES YOU A S

It’s funny because, for sponsors, animals
are pets, but for the kids, animals are not

A TR ANSL ATOR?
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how important it is for sponsors and
children to communicate. Kids should
know what the sponsors really feel, and
the sponsors should know how the kids
feel about them. So, I do my best in
translating whatever is in the letter. I feel
like I am in between the sponsor and the
child, so it’s a huge responsibility.

W H AT DO YOU WA NT TO K NOW A BOUT YOUR SPONSOR?

The thing that motivates me is knowing

EDEN, 13

BEMNET, 9

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SAY

“My sponsor’s

“I have received

TO THE SPONSOR S?

name is Hannah.

two letters from

Good job. It's really nice that you pick
a child—you don't know the child, you
haven't seen the child—and you just start
to sponsor them. It’s amazing how you
are willing to do that for children you
don’t know. It must take a very huge heart
to work extra to prepare money to send
here. That takes a very big heart.

She has been my

my sponsor. I wish

sponsor for four

very much that

years. I would like to

he would write

hear more about my

me more and tell

sponsor’s life, and I

me stories about

would like to know

himself.”
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if she and her family
are doing well.”

COMPA SSION.C A 19

Two boys, one
entrepreneurial spirit

W R I T T E N BY L AUR A PH I LL I P S

Meet the young men behind these
incredible business startups.

NAME: PE TRO
AGE: 14
HOMETOWN: WAMENA , INDONESI A

This is Petro.

NAME: JACOB
AGE: 12
HOMETOWN: L ACOMBE, ALBERTA

H

This is Jacob.
n many ways, Jacob is your
average 12-year-old boy. He’s a
little brother, a dog owner and a
school-goer. He loves watching
documentaries about airplanes and ships,
building Lego and reading good books. His
dream is to one day be a pilot.
But what is perhaps atypical of Jacob is his
unique desire to give his time and money for
the good of others. Jacob’s family sponsors
four children through Compassion, one of
whom Jacob has taken on the responsibility
of writing to. It’s been five years since he
started exchanging letters with Mateo from
Togo. Since then, he hasn’t been able to
shake the generosity bug.

I
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he decided he would purchase
a barnyard of animals.”
A year later, Jacob was ecstatic
to continue his unique business,
with hopes of purchasing another
barnyard for another family. But, to
his dismay, the winter did not bring
much snow where he lives, so he
decided to take a different route.
“Instead, Jacob decided to bake
four varieties of goodies and sell
them on Facebook and Instagram.
He did a short little video clip that I
posted on my pages, and the orders
began to come in,” says Ruth.
From pumpkin chip and banana

PETRO’S BUSINESS MODEL: PROV IDE FOR HIS FAMILY AND FILL A COMMUNI T Y GAP

In Wamena, goods are twice
as expensive as other places
in Indonesia because they are
imported by plane. So, in December
of 2016, Petro decided to start selling
affordable homemade snacks to
villagers with the Christmas gift
money he received from his sponsor.
“Instead of spending my
Christmas gift to buy clothes or
shoes, I had the idea of making
sweet potato snacks to sell to my
friends. I chose this snack because
my friends and I love the sweet
taste of the snack,” Petro said.
When his business began,
Petro offered a light sweet potato
breakfast made from his home
to children and parents before
they started their day. After three
months of saving the profits—
about $71—Petro decided, with

JACOB’S BUSINESS MODEL: HELP FAMILIES IN NEED

At just 10 years old, Jacob started
a snow shovelling business and
gave its proceeds to those in need.
“Our neighbour and her husband
were getting older, so they asked
me if I could shovel snow off their
driveway for them. They paid
me very generously,” he says.
Jacob was excited about the idea
of using the money he made not
for himself, but for families in need.
“In November of 2017, Jacob
noticed the Compassion Christmas
Gift Catalogue hanging around
our house,” says Jacob’s mother,
Ruth. “Upon leafing through it,

e’s got a big heart and an even
bigger smile—and he’s the
owner of the only stall in his
community where people can
buy groceries. Petro has two brothers and
a sponsor from Korea. He has big hopes to
one day go to university.
Petro has a passion for giving to others,
being with his friends and making sweet
snacks for others to enjoy. He goes to school
at the local Compassion centre at Gunung
Susu in Wamena, Papua, Indonesia. He
lives in the village, where locals have no
stable income.

muffins to oatmeal chocolate chip
cookies, Jacob diligently dashed
around the house, receiving orders,
baking and packaging. With the
help of his mom, Jacob delivered
the fresh goodies to his clients, and
was rewarded with donations that
left him wide-eyed and grinning.
His enthusiasm is contagious.
Jacob has inspired two other
families to do the same, raising
money to buy animals for families
around the world through
Compassion’s Christmas Gift
catalogue. Way to go, Jacob!
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the help of his father, that he
wanted to build a small grocery
stall to start his own little shop.
And so, with a few wood beams,
some plywood and a couple boards
bought with his savings, Petro’s
father built him his very first store.
A year later, Petro’s shop is packed
with groceries: soft drinks, canned
milk, sugar, cooking oil, canned fish,
biscuits, candies, coffee, tea, instant
noodles, peanuts, soap, detergent,
shampoo and insect repellent.
“I’m glad that one of my
dreams has come true. I do my
own business to help my family.
I’m happy whenever I give
money to my mother so she can
go to the market and buy food for
our family,” Petro says. “I wrote
a letter to my sponsor and told
them about my business. I was

delighted when I shared about my
experience of owning a small stall.”
Today, Petro is dreaming and
planning to build a bigger shop
and workshop. He wants to buy a
motorbike so he can ride by himself
to purchase groceries in the city.
“I have started to save money,”
says Petro. “If one day in the future
my parents can’t pay for my studies
at university, I can do it by myself.
My father has unstable income,
and my mother has no job. This
stall is a solution for my family.”

INSPIRED to turn your passion into
a venture for the good of others?
Visit compassion.ca/volunteer
to learn more!
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Celebrating Barry:
36 faithful years
Some reflections from our board chair,
Ian Lawson, at Barry’s retirement.

W R I T T E N BY I A N L AW S ON , W I T H A LYS S A E S PA R A Z

A I THFULNESS. In my role as
chair of Compassion Canada’s
board of directors, I’ve had ten
years to work closely with Dr.
Barry Slauenwhite and observe this fruit of
the Spirit exemplified in his life and work.
Barry is a hard worker, always willing
to take on the extra assignment. There
were many times when he travelled across
the country, surviving on little sleep, for
the possibility of more children being
sponsored. I’ve watched him care for his
staff as a good pastor does for his people.
He insists on standards of integrity to
honour the reputation of Christ. He is highly
respected by many people in Compassion’s
offices around the world and is in demand
as a consultant and speaker. He leads a

F
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life marked by a commitment to prayer.
When I first joined the board, he came to
the airport to give me a ride and in that
early conversation, he shared some of the
remarkable answers to prayer that he
had seen during his leadership. It was
apparent to me then that this was a man
who both lived and led out of deep and
faithful prayer.
All these things arise out of his
faithfulness to Christ.
ENTRUSTED W I TH MUCH
Barry served in his first role at Compassion
from 1983 to 1994, working tirelessly to
make Compassion known to the Canadian
Church. If you sit with him for any amount
of time, a story from those early years is

sure to emerge. Barry travelled across the
country, presenting Compassion’s ministry
at church services of all kinds—from
little country churches to congregations
meeting in Canada’s major cities. He talks
often of arriving in a town, finding the
local phone book and immediately calling
every church in the area, looking for one
that would open their hearts to children
living in poverty by hosting a Compassion
presentation. He would then arrive on a
Sunday to preach a sermon about God’s
heart for those living in poverty. Following
the service, he would present profiles of
children from around the world—profiles
that had often been organized and prayed
over by his daughters, Krista and Heather.
Barry persevered with determination,
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faithfully believing that every child and
every sponsor mattered infinitely to our
heavenly Father.
It was that commitment that he
displayed in those early days that
prompted the board to invite him to
serve as President and CEO in 1993.
Jesus’ summary in Luke 16:10 is a fitting
commentary: “Whoever can be trusted
with very little can also be trusted with
much, and whoever is dishonest with
very little will also be dishonest with
much.” Because Barry was faithful with
smaller responsibilities,
God entrusted him with much more.
Under Barry’s leadership, the number
of children sponsored by Canadians grew
from 4,000 to over 100,000 children. This
movement to care for children in poverty
has also spread across the country. In
1983, most sponsors were from Ontario,
but today we have sponsors from every
province and territory in the country.
God has blessed Barry’s faithful
leadership of Compassion’s staff,
volunteers and supporters, and children
around the world are the benefactors.

A FA I THFUL
PARTNERSHIP
The virtue of
faithfulness in
Barry’s life extends
to his marriage to
Sharon, and we
would be remiss not
to recognize her own
faithful service to
Compassion’s ministry
over the past 36 years.
For 47 years, Sharon
has been Barry’s
partner in life and
ministry. I’ve travelled
with them to six
countries to see Compassion’s work and
have been a firsthand witness to their
faithful commitment—to the mission of
Compassion, to the betterment of children
and to the Lord Jesus. Their individual
dedication reinforces the other’s, and
they are truly better together than they
are apart.
Sharon’s ritual “welcome
home dinner” upon
Barry’s return from a
trip, regardless of the
time of day or night, is a
tangible example of their
everyday commitment
to each other. Her
willingness to let Barry
travel for extended
periods, and to join him
when possible, speaks to
their partnership. Sharon
has truly enabled Barry
to do this work well,
and has become equally
respected and admired
by children, staff and
supporters across Canada
and around the world.

FINISHING WELL
In recent years, I’ve had a front row
seat to witness the conclusion of Barry’s
presidency. He is motivated by this
question: What is best for the ministry?
Several years ago, he proactively
informed the board that we needed
to be looking for his successor—
another example of his commitment to
Compassion, to plan so diligently. And
since the board appointed Allison Alley as
the next President and CEO of Compassion
Canada, Barry has been a leading
cheerleader for her success.
His faithfulness has laid a foundation,
paving the road for Compassion’s future.
I’m thrilled to speak on behalf of the
board and the Compassion family to say
this: Well done, Barry, good and faithful
servant of Christ. May you experience
deep joy and satisfaction, the reward of
faithful service, as you enter the next
chapter of God’s assignment for you.
Thank you for remaining faithful to
the mission of releasing children from
poverty in Jesus’ name.

WORDS FROM SOME OF OUR BOARD OF DIREC TORS

“God has proven Himself faithful,
and Barry has enjoyed that faithfulness. My prayer for Barry is that
he would continue to trust God’s
faithfulness into this next chapter.”
— Mark Fletcher, vice-chair

“The thing I appreciate about Barry
is how he values people. Something
I have learned from him is to send
more flowers and celebrate people
more often.”
— Shannon Williams

"I’ve watched Barry lead people
as a mentor and leader in the
organization, and I’m watching
him leave with the same integrity
and power that he led with.”
— Jennifer Adkins
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Restore
hope for an
older child.
Sponsor a child age 10 and
older today and change a
life forever!
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