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FROM THE PRESIDENT

They say the only thing constant in the world is change. It's cliché 
but true. Here are three major changes we've seen at Compassion 
in the last five years alone: 

•  New funding countries and field offices have opened around 
the world, most recently in Scandinavia and Sri Lanka.

•  The number of sponsored children supported by Canadians 
has grown more than 25 per cent, from around 75,000 in 2009 
to over 100,000 today.

•  After many faithful years of service, my dear friend Wess 
Stafford retired and was succeeded by Santiago “Jim” Mellado 
as President of Compassion International. 

And then, there's one of the most exciting changes of all: When 
Compassion's work is complete in a country or region. I'm so 
thankful to have been on staff with Compassion when our work 
in South Korea came to an end, and I'm even more grateful to 
have seen it emerge as one of the largest funding countries in 
the Compassion family!

Now we're beginning to see another nation take a significant 
step out of poverty: Brazil. The face of this nation is changing 
drastically, becoming one of the world’s largest economies—and 
our work is changing with it. Rather than focusing on the cities 
in the South, Compassion centres are opening in the Northeast, 
where the poorest of the poor in this nation reside. Children are 
receiving the vital care they need, while also getting the chance 
to learn about Jesus. 

When I think about this kind of change, I can't help but be excited.  
How about you?

Barry Slauenwhite
President and CEO, Compassion Canada
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AliveR I D I C U L O U S L Y 

B y  W i l l o w  W e l t e r ,  C o m p a s s i o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Ann Voskamp’s poetic ruminations on faith and family have won 
millions of fans. Her book One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to Live 
Fully Right Where You Are became a New York Times bestseller, 
and Christianity Today named her as one of 50 women shaping 
the Church and culture in North America. But as the fame and 
accolades have piled up, Ann has remained dedicated to humbly 
serving people who live in poverty. 

“I feel ridiculously alive as an advocate for Compassion, travelling 
and speaking on behalf of the needy,” Ann writes on her popular 
blog, A Holy Experience. “The poor have made me rich, and telling 
the stories of those who need a voice has changed mine.”

Last summer, Ann took time off from home-schooling her six 
children to visit Uganda, where she met sponsored children including 
her own, Anna. The experience inspired her to write an open letter to 
the Church in North America in which she compares spiritual hunger 
with physical hunger. Here’s an excerpt from the letter she posted 
on her blog:

When I sat under a tree in Africa for True Love Baptist 
Church’s Sunday School class, sat in the class with our sponsored 
child, Anna — a class that had no million dollar roof, no walls, no 
chalkboard or crayons, papers, flash, glitz or gloss — just one tree 

and one grinning Compassion teacher with a falling apart Bible — 
I could hear your restlessness, North American Church.
When that Compassion teacher stood under that tree on a 

Sunday morning and told the kids dressed up in not a whole lot 
more than tattered rags, “God lets us all give just like the widow’s 
offering,” he was smiling like he swallowed the infamous, original 
canary. He couldn’t stop laughing giddy:

“You don’t have to wait to have more, you don’t have wait to 
have much, you don’t have to wait at all.”

And I’m looking into the eyes of all these African children, 
all these hungry, dancing eyes and the Compassion teacher’s 
literally dancing under the tree: “You all get to give!” It’s not 
just the rich who get to give — it’s all those who give who get 
to be rich.

And I’m sitting under a tree in Africa with the richest in the 
world and it’s not Bill Gates and it’s not Warren Buffet and it’s not 
Mark Zuckerberg and it’s not the family with 2 cars, a flat screen 
television and one week at Disney. It’s a bunch of kids in Africa 
in ripped shirts and torn shoes, who have no knives or forks and 
sleep on floors.

It’s only the people who give sacrificially who get to live richly. 
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ABOVE:  After writing letters for six years, Anna and 
Ann meet—and play—in person.

LEFT:  Anna was the first child Ann and her family 
sponsored through Compassion.

BOTTOM LEFT:  Anna shows Ann and Hope around 
her community.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Ann’s daughter, Hope, joins Anna’s 
class at the Compassion centre.

ABOVE:  After writing letters for six years, Anna and 
Ann meet—and play—in person.

LEFT:  Anna was the first child Ann and her family 
sponsored through Compassion.

BOTTOM LEFT:  Anna shows Ann and Hope around 
her community.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Ann’s daughter, Hope, joins Anna’s 
class at the Compassion centre.
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Françoise had four crying babies and no way to feed them.  

Françoise grew up on the green hills of 
Rwanda where farming was a way of life 
and school wasn’t an option.

Her parents made little more than a nickel 
a day. Like most girls in her community, she 
married young and had kids. But life with 
her husband was a torment.

“My husband started coming home late and 
drank. He used to beat me with whatever he 
could find whenever he came home drunk,” 
said Françoise. “He used a stick, blows, slaps and 
kicks. Some nights he never came home at all.” 

He spent their money on alcohol and 
didn’t provide for his children. So Françoise 
made a choice.

“I felt like I was going to die, so I left him 
and went back to my mother’s home with 
my two children.”

Françoise spent six years living with her 
mother until she met Mathias, a widower 
with seven grown children of his own. 
They started life together, depending on 
subsistence farming. They had just enough 
to eat each day but not much else.

Françoise became pregnant, but kept on 
farming. She didn’t see a doctor until she 
was six months pregnant…when she found 
out she was pregnant with not one but four 
babies! The doctor asked her to report back 
in two weeks to deliver her children.

B y  R o s e t t e  M u t o n i ,  C o m p a s s i o n  R w a n d a                                         

F O U R  T I M E S  T H E
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At seven months pregnant, Françoise 
delivered her quadruplets by C-section. 
They ranged in weight from 1.9 pounds 
to 3.3 pounds and had to stay in the 
hospital for two weeks. Because she was 
among the poorest in her community, the 
local government paid her medical bills. 

But Mathias was terrified. He didn’t  
know how he could afford four more 
babies. So he abandoned Françoise and 
the babies at the hospital. 

The story of the new mom with four 
babies spread throughout the village and 
Odette, a worker at Compassion’s Child 
Survival Program, heard about them. 

“I found Françoise crying in despair at 
the hospital because she was given only 
one can of baby formula for her four 
babies and discharged,” said Odette. 

Each baby needed one can of formula 
a week. But at $12 each, Françoise 
knew she wouldn’t be able to afford 
it and her babies would starve. 

But thanks to God’s timing, the Child 
Survival Program was enrolling new 
mothers. Françoise was registered. She 
received medical insurance, baby clothes, 
soap, lotion, oatmeal and sugar. And the 
program has ensured the babies always 
have the supplemental formula they 
need to survive. 

Odette and the other program workers 
reassured Mathias that his quadruplets 
would be cared for by the Child Survival 
Program, and he agreed to return home. 

But it is still a struggle to survive. 
“I cannot go anywhere because of 

the babies,” said Françoise. “No one 
can even give me a job to dig for them 
because all my neighbours know I 
have many babies so I would not be 
reliable to work for long hours.” 

So the Child Survival Program gave 
Françoise a goat to help her earn an 
income. Once the goat has offspring, 
she will sell it to earn a little money. 
The program workers also regularly 
visit the quadruplets at home to ensure 
they are healthy and to encourage 

Françoise with the word of God. And 
at the program meetings each month, 
she learns how to raise healthy children 
through training on topics like hygiene, 
sanitation and nutrition. 

“If the babies were not helped by 
Compassion, they would have died. All 
of their formula and their follow-up 
care were provided by Compassion,” 
said Odette. 

Now nearly a year old, the quadruplets 
are healthy and weigh between 12 and 
16 pounds. 

The community has also helped this 
family. The Anglican Church donated 
a three-bedroom home and a small 
garden to them. And because of their 
extreme poverty, the government 
provided them with a cow. Between the 
home, the cow and the goat, the babies 
who were once abandoned have now 
provided Mathias and Françoise with 
their means of survival.  

“I only wanted one child but God 
intended differently,” said Mathias. 
“We live by Compassion.” 

These babies who were once seen as 
a burden have become four times the 
blessing to this family.  

TWINS, TRIPLETS 
AND QUADRUPLETS

The Child Survival Program registers 

the most vulnerable moms, and often 

this is a mom with twins, triplets or 

quadruplets. Multiples often require 

long hospital stays, supplemental 

formula and double, triple or quadruple 

the baby supplies! Here are a few of the 

multiples the Child Survival Program is 

helping around the world. 

JOVITA, A MOM OF TWINS in Mexico, 

has learned how to make chorizo at 

the Child Survival Program. She and 

a group of moms get together every 

week to make chorizo, and she makes 

between $5 and $10 selling it in her 

neighbourhood each week.  

CECILIA IN TANZANIA was already 

a mother of five when she became 

pregnant with triplets. She and her 

husband are subsistence farmers, but 

their garden didn’t yield enough to 

feed the whole family. The program has 

given them supplemental beans, maize, 

flour and oil, and the babies are now at 

a healthy weight.  

WHEN EMEBET GAVE BIRTH to 

triplets in Ethiopia, she had nothing to 

feed them. She was too malnourished 

to breastfeed and she couldn’t afford 

formula. And then she started to get 

sick herself. Her kidneys were failing. 

But the program provided her babies 

with formula and supplemental food 

and has paid for the surgeries Emebet 

needed—so her three children won’t 

grow up without a mother. 

“I found Françoise 
crying in despair 
at the hospital 
because she was 
given only one can 
of baby formula for 
her four babies and 
discharged.”
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TOP: The quadruplets were born at 7 months and weighed from 1.9 to 3.3 pounds. BOTTOM LEFT: Jean Baptiste, Evelyne, 
Joseph and Eugenie are now healthy 11-month-old babies. BOTTOM RIGHT: With four babies to carry, it’s nearly impossible for 
Françoise to go anywhere unless her older daughters are around to help.
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T H E  O T H E R
B R A Z I L

Inside this economic powerhouse, there is another Brazil, a devastatingly 

poor one, that many Brazilians don’t even realize exists.

This month the whole world—or at least a whole lot of it—will be 
watching Brazil. The FIFA World Cup is the most watched sporting 
event in the world, and this year it will be taking place in Brazil’s 
bustling cities, from Rio de Janeiro to Fortaleza.

In the past decade, Brazil’s economy has grown dramatically. 
Today, it is the eighth largest economy in the world, with a gross 
domestic product of $904 billion more than that of Canada. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR COMPASSION? 
Compassion has been ministering in Brazil since 1987, 
primarily in the cities along the southeastern coast, such as 
Rio de Janeiro. But our church partners there started noticing 
something wonderful: There were fewer and fewer children in 
their neighbourhoods who needed to be sponsored. Parents were 
becoming able to provide for their own children. And even for the 
poor in southeastern Brazil, there are now more opportunities 

to escape poverty because of solid infrastructure, government 
programs and various schooling opportunities. 

So beginning in 2010, a major shift happened. Compassion 
child development centres in southeastern Brazil began closing 
their doors, the churches now able to minister to the children on 
their own. In fact, only 13 centres remain in the south of Brazil, 
all ministering in the poorest favelas, or slums, of Rio de Janeiro.

BUT COMPASSION ISN’T LEAVING BRAZIL. 
In the northeast, there is an entirely different reality. 

Visitors to the southern capital of Brazil, São Paulo, are stunned by 
its seemingly endless number of skyscrapers. Visitors to the poorest 
state in the northeast of Brazil, Maranhão, are also stunned. 

“In spite of being used to seeing the reality of poverty, I had never 
seen what I saw in Maranhão,” says Priscilla Veras of Compassion Brazil. 
“It was a poverty that I was not used to seeing. It was shocking.”

B y  A m b e r  V a n  S c h o o n e v e l d ,  C o m p a s s i o n  C a n a d a

10 COMPA SSION TODAY    |    SU M M ER 2014





Priscilla saw a complete lack of infrastructure more similar to 
remote and undeveloped areas of sub-Saharan Africa than to her 
booming city of Fortaleza. In the poorest states of the northeast, 
like Maranhão, Piauí and Paraíba, it is as if the government has 
forgotten them. Many cities lack garbage collection, clean water, 
washrooms and electricity. Violence and crime are common. 
Although much of the rest of the country has climbed out of 
poverty, there are still at least two million children in the northeast 
of Brazil living under the poverty line. 

But when Priscilla saw the shocking conditions, she didn’t just 
see poverty. 

“Compassion Brazil has a saying that goes like this, ‘Where 
the world sees poverty, we see potential.’ I was able to see the 
beginning of hope being born in Maranhão,” she says.  

Compassion now has over 40 new church partners ministering 
to poor children in Maranhão and dozens of church partners in the 
surrounding states such as Ceara and Paraíba. Churches here are 
now equipped to reach out to the poor among them and share the 
gospel of Christ. Compassion Brazil plans to open 30 more child 
development centres each year in this area. 

When Compassion staff first interviewed one little boy living in 
Maranhão, they asked him what he wanted to be when he grew up. 

He said he’d like to be a thief and a murderer. 
The children simply didn’t see any other path around them but 

one of poverty, violence and despair. These children are now not 
only finding opportunities for a better future but also finding hope 
in the one true source—Jesus Christ. 

“In spite of being used to seeing 
the reality of poverty, I had never 
seen what I saw in Maranhão,” says 
Priscilla Veras of Compassion Brazil. 
“It was a poverty that I was not used 
to seeing. It was shocking.”

TOP: Although much of Brazil is highly developed, many 
people in the northeast live with little infrastructure. BOTTOM: 
When children were first registered at one Compassion centre 
in Maranhão, one in three was malnourished.
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years 
earlier 

than 
people 

in the rest of Brazil.

BRAZIL
POPULATION
200,000,000

POPULATION 53,000,000

A COUNTRY OF CONTRAST

7.5

N O R T H E A S T E R N  B R A Z I L

$1.518 tril l ion USD,  Canada 2013 gross domestic product ; 
$2.422 tr i l l ion USD,  Brazi l  2013 gross domest ic produc t .

89%

In 10 years, Brazil’s 
government slashed 

extreme poverty 
(living on less than 
$35 a month) by

AREA COMPARISON PEOPLE LIVING ON ONLY $2 A DAY:

NO. OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS: 

2003

2009

21%

11%

2000

2010

15%

22%

Brasilia

Manaus

Maranhão

S ã o 
Paulo

Rio de Janeiro

Recife

BRAZIL

CANADA

27°C
is considered

a cold day.

SOURCES: Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics; 
CIA World Factbook; Pew Research Center; UNICEF; United 
Nations Development Program Press Room; The World Bank 

One in four people 
in Maranhão earns 
less than $1 a day. 

People in
Maranhão will die 

59%
of the people living 
in extreme poverty 
in Brazil live in the 

northeastern states.

One in every five 
people in Maranhão 
cannot read or write. 

Canada is
slightly larger
than Brazil.
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TOP: Many children in Codó, Maranhão are under dressed. According to one mom, “the most difficult thing is to give children 
clothes. In Codó, a T-shirt costs $8.30. Even the underwear costs $2.20.”  BOTTOM LEFT: Many families gather their drinking 
water at nearby ponds, but it isn’t safe to drink.  BOTTOM RIGHT: Many people bathe, wash their dishes and do their laundry in 
rivers or ponds. Intestinal infections, skin infections and water-borne diseases are common. 

DAILY LIFE IN MARANHÃO
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TOP: Locals in Codó, Maranhão call the dump “the shopping mall” because so many families survive by scavenging at the dump.  
BOTTOM LEFT: Most people in Maranhão live in taipa houses—made from mud and sticks. BOTTOM RIGHT: About 80% of the children 
Compassion ministers to in Codó, Maranhão are tied somehow to what the locals call macumba, Afro-Brazilian religions that call on spirits 
through sacrifices and rituals. But families are now starting to come to the local church for help, rather than going to the macumba centres.
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We all want our kids to grow up to be compassionate people—but where do 
we begin? A great place to start is with Compassion Explorer, our magazine 
designed especially for kids!

In every issue, your children will learn about the lives of other kids around 
the world, while engaging in activities to help them learn about poverty and 
develop a heart for the poor.

To receive your free subscription to 
Compassion Explorer, complete and 
mail in the reply card included in this 
magazine or call 1-800-563-5437 today.

HERE’S A LOOK AT WHAT 
YOU’LL FIND IN EVERY ISSUE…
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Expanding our reach beyond the Compassion centre.

B y  A a r o n  A r m s t r o n g ,  C o m p a s s i o n  C a n a d a

“What about the
rest of them?”

It began in a field a little over 20 years ago. Wess Stafford, the 
former president and CEO of Compassion International, was 
praising God for the growth of Compassion’s ministry and praying 
over a vision to see one million children served. And as he stood 
praying in the open prairie of Colorado, he felt like God was asking 
him one thing:

“What about the rest of them?”
Compassion’s ministry to children has far surpassed Stafford's 

vision, becoming one of the largest and most effective child 
development ministries on the planet. But with over 2.4 billion 
people living on less than $2 US a day—one third of whom are 
children under the age of 12—we can’t reach them all. 

That’s where Global Advocacy comes in.

REACHING BEYOND THE COMPASSION CENTRE 
Global Advocacy exists to help Christians around the world learn 
about God's heart for the poor and for children and prepare them 
to effectively take action—regardless of whether Compassion's 
programs are present in their communities or country. These 
efforts are already having a tremendous impact. Educators in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia are using Compassion's holistic 
child development model as the foundation for academic 
programs in more than 100 theological institutions. A holistic 
child development certification program has been developed to 
train children's ministry workers in Uruguay and Argentina. And 
children in Myanmar are being ministered to using a version of 

Compassion's curriculum thanks to the efforts of church leaders 
in Thailand.

This work of training leaders and mobilizing the local church 
isn't only for the rest of the world—it's something we're bringing 
to Canada, as well.

“We want to invest in the church in Canada with the same 
passion as we do in the developing world,” says Allison Alley, who 
leads Compassion Canada’s domestic advocacy efforts. “Advocacy 
is our way of responding to the priorities of Church leaders in 
Canada by coming alongside them to educate and equip their 
congregations.”

A VIEW OF MINISTRY THAT CELEBRATES CHILDREN 
While some of us treat children's ministry as an afterthought 
or worse, Compassion sees it as one of the most strategic ways 
for a church to make disciples and fulfill the great commission. 
Embracing a view of ministry that includes and celebrates children 
starts by investing in current and future church leaders. 

One way we're doing this is through Compassion's Child, 
Church and Mission course. Currently offered through Briercrest 
College and Seminary in Caronport, Saskatchewan, this course 
takes students out of the classroom in Canada and into the 
developing world. Over ten days, students learn a theology of 
child development, poverty and mission while using Compassion's 
ministry as a case study.Having just completed its third year, 
Child, Church and Mission is already changing how participants 
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think about ministry. One participant serves in children's ministry 
in Alberta. What she learned and experienced challenged her so 
greatly, she called the senior leadership to prioritize their children's 
ministry as an essential way of fulfilling the mission of the church. 
As a result, the church is committed to the holistic care of children 
and sees the state of their children as an indicator of the church's 
overall health.

"That’s really what the course is all about," Alley says. "We’re 
trying to create a change in Canada; to lay the groundwork for 
good theology and a deeper understanding of Scripture that leads 
people to think differently about children and the poor."

A VIEW OF MISSION THAT ENGAGES FAMILIES
This investment isn't limited to church leaders. Advocacy is 
building resources such as family and youth group curriculum to 
encourage families and teens in their faith as well to help them see 
how they can make a difference in the lives of the poor—without 
even getting on a plane. 

"The emerging generation is really into social justice; they’re 
both compassionate and compelled to act,” says Alley. “They want 
to be agents of change, both locally and abroad, and we want to 
provide opportunities for them to learn, lead and grow in their 
gifts and abilities."

Her desire is to help youth do exactly that—not simply be 
motivated to do a good thing, but to look at their actions with an 
eternal perspective. 

"We don’t just want to create a movement of compassionate 
global citizens, but foster an army of Christ-centred advocates 
who are discerning, strategic, and committed to proclaiming the 
gospel as they extend themselves on behalf of those in need."

REACHING THE REST OF THEM 
There are too many children in the world for Compassion to reach 
alone. But where Compassion can't go, the Church can. That is the 
goal of Advocacy—to see "the rest of them" reached here at home 
and around the world. To see churches celebrate children and 
empower teens. To see families engaged for mission and ready to 
make a difference in the world. 

Because when that happens, reaching the rest of them doesn't 
seem so impossible. 

“We want to invest in the church in 
Canada with the same passion as 
we do in the developing world.” 

TOP: Allison Alley leads Compassion Canada’s domestic advocacy 
efforts. BOTTOM: Children have become powerful agents of 
change in their communities through Compassion’s ministry. 
Alley wants to see this power unleashed in Canada, too.
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Order YOur Free COmpassiOn sundaY planning guide 

gO Online tO www.COmpassiOnsundaY.Ca 

Or Call us tOll Free at (800) 563-5437

New video and resources available

“i’m Here FOr YOu.”
FOur simple wOrds tHat Can CHange eVerYtHing

Children living in extreme poverty not only endure the pain of hunger 
and disease, but many have also come to believe they are worthless.

You have given hope to your sponsored child, and this 
Compassion Sunday you can give hope to many, many more.

Share Compassion with your church and encourage more people 
to say, “I’m here for you” to children who need to know they matter.


