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by the time you read this, we’ll have 

exceeded 100,000 total beneficiaries! 

While it’s one thing to celebrate a number, 

it’s what this number means that’s far 

more important: lives changed through 

Compassion’s ministry. Nagaraj grew up 

with next to nothing, but is now a successful 

businessman and just completed the 

Swiss Iron Man! Comfort is a young mom 

whose life was literally saved through 

Compassion’s Child Survival Program. 

John struggled with an uncontrollable 

temper until the love and care shown by 

his community’s Compassion centre freed 

him from his anger and led him to Christ! 

This is the fruit of our ministry—lives 

changed by Jesus Christ and children 

released from poverty in Jesus’ name. 

Truly, there is no better fruit than 

this. Won’t you celebrate with us?

Barry Slauenwhite
President and CEO

Compassion Canada

From the President
FRIENDS,

Fifty is one of those numbers that 

sometimes causes people to do funny 

things. Some of us age gracefully, letting 

the grey come in for that more distinguished 

look (at least, I hope that’s what it is). 

Others fight it, desperately trying to turn 

back the clock, declaring, “50 is the new 

40!” Personally, I see 50 as a reason to 

be thankful, especially as I survey the 

last year at Compassion Canada. 

We’re now at the tail end of our fiftieth 

year in Canada, and God continues to 

provide for us in so many ways through 

the hard work of our dedicated staff 

and the generosity of Christians across 

the country. Although the economic 

situation in Canada is still weak and 

many struggle to make ends meet, we’ve 

been amazed at how God has provided 

for the needs of the children we serve.

That’s one of the reasons I love being 

able to share these reports with you—

although numbers can seem stuffy and a 

bit dull, they’re very important: they’re a 

reminder of God’s faithfulness to us. And 

more importantly, they’re a reminder of 

how God is at work through Compassion’s 

ministry and your generosity. In our 

last fiscal year, for example, monthly 

sponsorships increased to 95,295—and 



The journey of
a lifetime
A long-time sponsor shares her mother’s powerful legacy.

 
By Aveleen Schinkel, Compassion Canada

DORIS MACPHERSON’S HOME IS MUCH LIKE ITS OWNER, warm and welcoming. 
High ceilings reflect the natural light that pours in through wide windows. The table 
is a beautiful antique—her mother’s, Doris says. So is the grandfather clock that 
gently chimes from the corner. But it’s the photos spread across the table—memories 
preserved in black and white—that tell the story of Doris’ mother, Isobel Campbell, 
a woman whose trust in God brought her places she’d never dreamed possible.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN CANADA
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Isobel was born in Edenafogery, 
Northern Ireland in 1901. She spent 
her childhood there and later met and 
married her husband, Tom Campbell. 
Shortly after, they moved to Lakeview, 
Ontario, a community of dirt roads and 
friendly neighbours that eventually 
became part of Mississauga. There 
they settled down and had three 
children: Doris, Bill and Marion.

Tom and Isobel worked from home, 
caring for hens and selling the eggs. 
Doris and her younger siblings used 
to join their parents after school, 
candling eggs and grading them for 
their father to sell. “A lot of eggs have 
passed through these hands,” Doris 
chuckles. Tom later sold the business 
to his son and went into real estate.

Isobel and Tom instilled in their 
children a strong work ethic and a 
deep faith in Jesus Christ. They were 
taught to praise God through the good 
times and the bad, trusting He would 
care for them. On December 20th, 
1963, Isobel and her children—now 
adults—would rely on that assurance.

Tom had returned home after a long day 
at work. Doris, her husband Norman, 
and their daughter Diane were visiting 
after a shopping trip with Isobel. They 
had enjoyed tea together and were 
preparing to leave when Tom suffered a 
massive heart attack and passed away. 
He was only 56 years old. Doris will 
never forget the details of that day, nor 
will she forget how her mother clung to 
her faith and continued to trust in 
the Lord.

It was around this time Isobel began 
sponsoring a child from South Korea 
through Compassion, whose Canadian 

office—run out of the home of sponsors 
Bob and Janet Forsyth—had only just 
been established. Moved by the stories 
of the children in South Korea, Isobel 
chose to do something about it. She 
could not have anticipated how that 
partnership would change her life.

Isobel was a sponsor for only a short 
time when Compassion organized the 
first Compassion Orient Tour in 1965. 
Without hesitation, she signed up and 
started packing. Her family, though 
surprised, was extremely supportive.

“My mother was a quiet person, not 
outgoing or social at all,” says Doris. 
“Other than a visit to Ireland she 
hadn’t really travelled, so for her to 
go on this trip—especially on her 
own—was out of character. But she 
wanted to meet her sponsored child, 
so she just packed her bag and went.”

In November of 1965, Isobel joined a 
group of 113 sponsors and boarded 
a plane for Seoul, South Korea. 
Because of the sheer number of 
war orphans in Korea, Compassion 
was running orphanages as well 
as centres. Sponsors spent three 
weeks experiencing Compassion’s 
programs, playing with the children 
and learning about Korean culture.

The highlight of Isobel’s trip was the 
day she met her sponsored child.

“She was just bubbling when she 
came home,” shares Doris, pointing 
to a photo of a beaming Isobel 
carrying her child. “She wanted 
to turn around and go again!”

Isobel’s excitement was contagious, and 
Doris and Norman began sponsoring as 

well. “My husband and I were so inspired 
when she told us what it was like to be 
there, to tangibly hold her child,” says 
Doris. “I know my child through her 
letters and the reports we receive, but 
hearing my mother talk about actually 
meeting her child was different.”

Isobel continued sponsoring until her 
child completed Compassion’s program. 
She passed away in 1997 at the age 
of 96.

Doris and Norman also saw their child 
all the way through the program, then 
began sponsoring another. Doris’ current 
child is now a teenager—an age group 
very dear to her heart. Doris, now 82, 
has taught Sunday school for years, 
mentors young adults in her church 
and writes regularly to her sponsored 
child. Like her mother, she believes age 
doesn’t matter when it comes to making 
an impact. Everyone has a role to play, 
especially in the lives of young people. 

“I pray,” she says firmly. 
“I love the young people in 
my church and pray faithfully 
for them, and it’s the same 
with my sponsored child. 
She’ll ask that I pray she does 
well in school and I let her 
know I’ve been praying for 
her. Prayer is so powerful.”

So is her mother’s legacy.

“If God lays it on your heart to 
sponsor a child, don’t say no. God 
can use you to make a difference 
in one child’s life. If each one of us 
is obedient when God lays this on 
our heart, how many children could 
be brought into His glory?” 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN CANADA
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Two lives saved 
through the Child
Survival Program
The Child Survival Program opened in the West African 
country of Ghana this past year, and already lives are 
being saved—just as Comfort was saved. 

By Vera Mensah-Bediako, Compassion Ghana

COMFORT WAS RAPED WHEN SHE WAS 18. Rape isn’t uncommon 
in her village on the coast of Ghana, where most people are illiterate 
fishermen or farmers. In fact, most girls here have their first child at 15. 

But Comfort’s parents were so angry Comfort was pregnant before she was 
married, they lost all interest in her. They took her to live with the boy who 
had raped her and his parents, a common practice of parents of unwed 
pregnant girls in Ghana, as if to say, “we wash our hands of you.” 

There was never enough food for Comfort. Many times, she was driven by 
hunger to run back to her parents’ house. But after being fed, she was sent 
away once more. Other times, she’d go to her aunt’s home to beg. 

“If I had not been registered 

into the Child Survival Program, 

I would not have been sent to 

the hospital, and I would not 

have been alive to give birth to 

Emmanuella. Nobody cared 

about me.” 

M E E T  C O M F O R T:

CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAM
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One morning, Comfort went to her aunt’s 
looking for food again. But her aunt was 
on her way to the local church where 
her twin babies were being registered 
in a brand new program, the Child 
Survival Program. Comfort wasn’t feeling 
well, but she agreed to help carry one 
of her aunt’s babies to the church. 

A specialist at the Child Survival Program 
saw Comfort that morning and knew she 
needed immediate help. “Just a glance 
at the girl, and you could tell she was 
ill, anaemic and highly malnourished,” 
recalls a staff member from the program. 

Even though the program was already 
full, the staff enrolled Comfort and took 
her to the hospital. She hadn’t been to 
the doctor at all during her pregnancy, 
and they found her blood levels were 
too low. She needed a blood transfusion 
of at least three pints just to survive. 

The Child Survival Program found 
people who were willing to donate 
blood. The transfusion saved her life. 

“If I had not been registered 
into the Child Survival 
Program, I would not have 
been sent to the hospital, 
and I would not have 
been alive to give birth to 
Emmanuella,” Comfort says. 
“Nobody cared about me.” 

The staff knew how important good 
care would be once Comfort was 
discharged from the hospital, so they 
visited her parents. They explained 
the danger Comfort and her baby 
were in and pleaded with them to 
take her back. Her parents agreed. 

Once home, the program continued 

to help Comfort. They gave her food 
supplements such as dairy products, 
beans, rice, fish, vegetables and eggs 
every month so she could recover from 
malnourishment and be prepared to 
nurse her baby. They also made sure 
she got regular health check-ups. Soon, 
Comfort started looking well again, and 
within three months, she gave birth 
to a healthy baby girl, Emmanuella.

Today, little Emmanuella is a chubby, 
thriving baby. Her mom receives 
enough nutrition to breastfeed her 
and is learning how to make healthy 
meals using local foods. Comfort has 
also learned how important it is to 
play and talk with her baby, something 
many parents in her village don’t do.  

“One very important thing I learned in 
the program is that talking to our babies 
and playing with them regularly fosters 

a bond between us,” she says. “I want to 
be my daughter’s friend, too, so she can 
tell me everything and I can advise her. 
I was always scared of my mother, so I 
could not talk to her. I believe that if my 
mother had been there for me I would 
not have become pregnant. It was my 
older cousin who was always advising 
me—and she took me to the boy who 
raped me and made me pregnant. I will 

not let that happen to Emmanuella.”

Comfort is learning to be a mom who not 
only cherishes her daughter, but takes 
careful care of her. Many parents in her 
village don’t take their children to the 
clinic when they’re sick—attributing the 
illness to evil spirits. At the program, 
Comfort is learning how to prevent and 
respond to the common illnesses in this 

coastal town, like malaria and typhoid. 
She will soon begin learning income-
generating skills so she can support 
herself and her baby once she’s weaned. 

Thousands of moms like Comfort are 
finding a new start in life thanks to 
the Child Survival Program, and babies 
like Emmanuella are being loved and 
cared for the way they deserve. 

27,808 
babies and their caregivers are 
ministered to in 20 countries. 

2,579
babies were safely delivered.  

3,857 
mothers professed faith 

in Jesus Christ.

Global snapshot:
CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAM: In their earliest years, children are at their most vulnerable to disease, malnutrition 
and neglect. The Child Survival Program rescues moms and babies from desperate poverty, providing food for 
malnourished infants, teaching moms how to care for their children and preparing moms and children to take their 
first steps toward a life of promise and purpose—all through the local church. 

Canadian support of the 
Child Survival Program 
grew by 62.6 per cent 
in our last fiscal year, 
dramatically increasing 
our ability to help moms 
and babies in this critical 
stage of life. 

BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, 
GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, 
NICARAGUA AND TOGO 
prepared to launch the Child 
Survival Program—which 
means this program will 
soon be serving moms and 
babies in every country where 
Compassion ministers! 

62.6%

2012 2013

CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAM 2012/2013 YEAR IN REVIEW
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An Iron Man 
with a heart for 
children
He grew up with next to nothing, but now Nagaraj is a 
successful businessman and Iron Man competitor, with 
a heart for children at his old Compassion centre.

By Jayaseelan Enos, Compassion India

ALTHOUGH HE GREW UP IN THE BUSTLING TECH CITY OF BANGALORE, INDIA, 
Nagaraj Harsha only knew poverty as a boy. His father abandoned the family, and 
his mom was forced to work long hours in a garment factory making only $5—per 
month. Many times his family couldn’t pay the rent and didn’t have enough to eat. 

But when he was young, Nagaraj was sponsored through Compassion. He was able to go 
to school and he got special tutoring and career guidance through his Compassion centre. 

“All of a sudden, there was somebody to take care of me, and they 
gave undivided attention to my growth,” says Nagaraj. 

“When I remember the path that 

I walked, I see that it was not an 

easy one. Born in a poor family, 

losing a father’s care was tough. 

My early childhood days were 

spent at the Compassion centre. 

Everything that I learned there 

has enabled me to withstand 

tough times.”

M E E T  N A G A R A J :

CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
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Compassion’s educational support made 
a huge difference in his life. He 
excelled in school and after graduating, 
Nagaraj joined one of the best colleges 
in Bangalore, Christ College, where 
he received a bachelor’s degree in 
commerce. He worked his way through 
college and was even able to pay 
his sister’s way through school.

In 2010, Nagaraj graduated and got 
a job at Usha International Limited as 
an officer in finance and accounts. In 
2012, he moved to Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor Private Limited and is working as 
a pricing officer, earning nearly $800 
a month—quite a change from the $5 
his family subsisted on for years!

Nagaraj says his inspiration is his Canadian 
sponsor, Gladys Downey. Though she is 
now 93, she drives, goes to church and 
can take care of herself. Nagaraj says she 
has been a great example of hard work.

“She instilled in me that I should dream 
big and achieve big in life,” he says.

Ever since he was a boy, Nagaraj was 
interested in sports. He loved cycling 
and would cruise his way around his 
neighbourhood on a bicycle. As an 
avid cyclist, he has taken part in the 
toughest competitions in Bangalore. He 
received the title “Super Randonneur” 
after he completed all the courses in 
the cycling sport of Randonneuring in 
one month: the 200, 300, 400 and 600 
km. (It takes most “Super Randonneurs” 
one year to accomplish the feat!)

Although it’s not well known in India, 
Nagaraj became inspired to compete 
in an Iron Man triathlon and has been 
training since 2011. He competed in 
the Colombo Iron Man 70.3, a half Iron 
Man, placing 5th in his age category.

Now, Nagaraj’s dream is to win the 
full Iron Man. This summer he took his 
first step toward that goal, competing 
in the 2013 Iron Man in Zurich, 
Switzerland. He completed the 3.84 
km swim, 180.25 km bike ride and 
42.2 km run in just over 13 hours.

 The road he took to get to 
this point was even tougher 
than the 13-hour race, 
but Nagaraj is proof that 
poverty can be defeated.

“When I remember the path that I walked, 
I see that it was not an easy one. Born in 
a poor family, losing a father’s care was 
tough,” he says. “My early childhood days 
were spent at the Compassion centre. 
Everything that I learned there has 
enabled me to withstand tough times.”

Nagaraj wants to not only help himself 
through his successes, however. He 
supports his entire family, and he wants 
to raise funds to help children at his 
Compassion centre, just as he was helped.

“Now, would I be able to restrain myself 
from helping the children at the centre? 
No, never,” Nagaraj says. “The Lord has 
placed me in a good position to earn 
better. I am planning to raise funds 
to help the children in need.” 

Global snapshot:
CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM: The Child Sponsorship Program connects sponsors and the local church to 
end poverty in the life of a child. The program gives opportunities to go to school to those who can’t, provides regular 
health check- ups and supplemental food when needed, and teaches children life skills like proper hygiene and how 
to form healthy friendships. Most importantly, children get to hear the gospel as volunteers from their community 
teach them about God’s love for them in Jesus Christ.

The number of children 
sponsored by Canadians 
grew by 8.1 per cent to 
95,295 in 2013—which 
means more kids have 
the chance to develop 
healthy minds, bodies, 
and relationships, and 
discover God’s love for 
them in Jesus Christ.

125,042 
children made a first-time 
profession of faith in Jesus 

Christ—that’s slightly less than the 
population of Thunder Bay, Ontario!

1,474,370

local churches in 26 countries partner 
with Compassion to bring practical 
and spiritual care to children.

sponsors from around the world 
visited Compassion’s field countries 
in 2013. 1475 were from Canada. 

6,216 

9,865 

2012 2013

children are ministered to in 26 countries.

8.1%

CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 2012/2013 YEAR IN REVIEW
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An engineer
of change
An engineering and economics student in Peru plans to 
use his expertise to change the daily reality for people 
living in poverty. 

By Adele Marie Berg, Compassion Peru 
and Amber Van Schooneveld, Compassion Canada

WHEN GIANMARCO WAS SIX, HIS FATHER LEFT. His mom was alone to 
provide for and raise her four children by herself. She sold cakes, jellies and 
puddings at the local market just to get by. It was exhausting work for a busy 
mom, walking from stall to stall trying to find anyone who would buy her goods.

But she couldn’t do it alone, so Gianmarco and his siblings 
helped her at home and at the market. 

“My siblings and I used to help mom sell her goods,” he says. “I learned many 
simple things about economics that later influenced me in choosing my career.” 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

“If not for Compassion, my 

siblings and I would have never 

been able to achieve what we 

are now, especially me because 

the leadership put their trust in 

me,” says Gianmarco.

M E E T
G I A N M A R C O :
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The whole family worked hard to make 
ends meet, but what little they could earn 
at the market wasn’t enough. Gianmarco’s 
two older siblings were enrolled in 
Compassion, and, because their situation 
was so extreme, Gianmarco was, too 
(under normal circumstances, a maximum 
of two children per family are permitted to 
be enrolled in Peru). Although he and his 
siblings still had to work, they were able 
to stay in school. Soon, Gianmarco was 
sponsored by Joe and Angela Crummey, 
from Fredericton, New Brunswick.

At his Compassion centre, Gianmarco 
gained a reputation as a diligent and hard-
working young man. He showed a great 
deal of promise as a leader, and his child 
development centre’s director noticed. 
He helped Gianmarco attend vocational 
seminars and pre-university studies to 
prepare for university admission tests.

After graduating, Gianmarco was invited 

to join the Leadership Development 
Program, which helps complete 
Compassion’s mission of transforming 
children into fulfilled Christian adults, 
and the Crummey’s were able to continue 
sponsoring him. Gianmarco wouldn’t be 
the first in his family to go to university, 
but he would be the first to be able to focus 
exclusively on his studies. His siblings went 
to college, but had to work during the day 
and choose shorter courses of study.

Now studying economics and 
engineering at Peru’s National 
University of Engineering, 
Gianmarco is preparing to 
graduate at the top of his 
class—and he’s eager to use 
his education to help others 
who are trapped in poverty.

For his thesis, he is studying the 
economies in different regions in 

Peru and what factors influence their 
growth. He wants to use this expertise 
to participate in projects that help 
people in poor areas of his country.

“Now I am interested in managing 
bank projects. I belong to the Project 
Management Institute as a volunteer 
member,” he says. “Those projects 
generate added value, and as a 
Christian I can do social projects.”

In the future, he dreams of visiting 
Australia, just for fun, and also of visiting 
India to use his knowledge of economics 
and engineering to help the poor. He wants 
to help others, just as he was helped. He 
is already giving back locally by helping 
out in the youth group of a local church 
where he encourages youth to follow God’s 
path. He is also in charge of a project 
called, “Forming Project Leaders in Lima 
Schools,” in which he teaches high school 
students about project management. 

He wants to use project management 
to develop poor regions of Peru.

Gianmarco may be the only member of 
his family who is part of the Leadership 
Development Program, but that hasn’t 
stopped his siblings from becoming 
successful young adults. His older 
sister is a technical accountant and his 

brother is a graphic designer—and he 
is helping their youngest sister get her 
education in international business.

“If not for Compassion, my siblings 
and I would have never been able to 
achieve what we are now, especially 
me because the leadership put their 
trust in me,” says Gianmarco.

Gianmarco understands the challenges 
many people in his country face, 
struggling every day to get ahead 
with little or no results. He believes he 
can help them through his expertise 
and heart for others. Thanks to our 
Canadian sponsors, Gianmarco will 
become an engineer of change for 
people living in hopeless situations. 

3,172
students are ministered 

to in 21 countries. 

299
students successfully completed 

the Leadership Development 
Program this year.  

51.4%

2012 2013

Canadian support 
of the Leadership 
Development 
Program grew by 
51.4 per cent in 
our last fiscal year, 
with Canadian 
donors supporting 
271 students.

PATIENCE, A 32-YEAR-OLD WOMAN WHO LOST HER ENTIRE FAMILY 
to AIDS, now works for an anti-corruption agency in Uganda. She helped uncover a 
corrupt government scheme that had stolen $66 million in gratuities from the public. 
She ensured widows received the gratuities they deserved, and she has helped 
reinstate 6,000 teachers who were illegally removed from the payroll. Just one of the 
many Leadership Development Program graduates who are leading with integrity! 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM: The nations are crying out for good leaders—men and women 
equipped to lead their countries out of the despair of poverty and into a future of promise and purpose. But the world 
doesn’t just need “good” leaders—it needs godly leaders devoted to serving Jesus Christ. Compassion works with 
the local church to develop young men and women with exceptional academic ability and leadership potential into 
Christian leaders through the Leadership Development Program. 

Global snapshot:

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 2012/2013 YEAR IN REVIEW
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From jail to Jesus
One man’s journey from anger to restoration.

By Silas Irungu, Compassion Uganda 
and Aveleen Schinkel, Compassion Canada 

JOHN OKECH OKIRI IS A KIND HUSBAND AND A LOVING FATHER. He works hard, 
participates in church and supports his community in Mboi, Kenya. But it wasn’t always 
that way. Looking back, John can’t believe how much God has changed his life.

Not long ago, he sat in a jail cell in Uganda.

John had moved to Uganda as a young man, joining the hundreds of 
fisherman who left the docks at sunrise to make their living on Lake 
Victoria. Before long he met a girl, got married, and had three children. His 
family survived off whatever he brought home from the lake at night.

“Now that we have accepted 

Jesus, our hearts have been 

rebuilt,” John says, his face 

aglow. “God has changed me 

from being a reckless man. I 

had fits of rage that took me 

to prison, but now I cannot 

tell you how happy I am.”

M E E T  J O H N :

RESPONSE PROGRAMS

21WWW.COMPASSION.CA   |  COMPASSION TODAY



6 classroom buildings built for implementing church partners in 
Haiti, with another 17 scheduled to be completed by mid-2015.

Global snapshot:

But John had an uncontrollable 
temper—he had struggled with anger 
and aggression for as long as he could 
remember. It would be his downfall. 
When a disagreement with a fellow 
fisherman quickly escalated into an 
assault, John was sent to prison to 
serve time through hard labour. 

“Life in prison was difficult,” he says. 
“We worked in the open field from dawn 
to dusk. We fetched water from the river, 
farmed fruits, vegetables and all types 
of grains as part of prison routine.” The 
work was hard, but what tortured John 
the most was wondering whether his 
family would survive without him.

When John was released a year later, he 
brought his family to his ancestral home 
in Mboi, Kenya to start over. Farming 
was different work than he’d known 
all his life, but John was determined 
to use the skills learned in prison to 
till the land and feed his family. 

That year, rain refused to fall. The first 
crop of corn failed, then the second. 
John didn’t know what to do—drought 

had sapped their supplies and the 
family didn’t even have enough food 
for themselves. His wife Jackline had 
just learned she was expecting. How 
would they feed four small mouths? 

John continued to work long and hard in 
the fields. He began getting headaches 
and joint pain and suffered constantly 
from fevers. “I took painkillers the first 
few times,” he says, “but when painful 
sores broke out on my skin, I had no 
choice but to seek medical intervention.” 
He hoped it’d be a quick fix, but the look 
on the doctor’s face told him otherwise. 

John was HIV positive.  

“I thought of running away from my 
family,” he admits. “I felt helpless and 
disheartened. I pleaded with my wife to 
get tested with our children.” The children 
were safe from the virus, but Jackline 
was also HIV positive—just one of the 1.2 
million Kenyans who have tested positive.

But amidst this hopeless situation, 
Jackline was registered in Compassion’s 
Child Survival Program, a program 

that helps pregnant mothers and 
mothers of young children.

Oscar Nyalende, a social worker with the 
program, remembers meeting the family. 
“When we visited the home, we saw a 
family in need of any help they could get.” 
Compassion staff tapped into resources 
from Compassion’s Response programs to 
provide food and agricultural training— 
a gift John recalls with gratefulness.

“We received maize, millet 
and sorghum to plant on our 
land. We were taught how to 
cultivate and divided our land 
into sections where we planted 
different types of grains, 
fruit trees and vegetables.” 

The hardy variety of crops took well 
to the dry Kenyan soil, and soon his 
family was enjoying more and better 
food than they ever had before.

John was thrilled with the way his family 
was thriving—but although they had 
enough food, John didn’t have enough 

229,000 
children or their family members were assisted with 
medical needs, HIV treatment and prevention training 
and interventions for highly vulnerable children.

1,350 
Haitian families received entrepreneurial 
training and small loans to help them earn 
a sustainable income.

money to repair their damaged home. 
The walls were cracked and unstable, 
ready to collapse at any time. Once 
again the church was there to help. With 
Response program funds, John was 
able to build a safe, sturdy new home.

The church’s constant care and support 
softened John’s heart. When his new 

home was built and his new daughter 
came home from the hospital—healthy 
HIV-negative—he gave his life to Christ.

John now grows paw paws, pineapples, 
mangoes and kale in addition to all the 
grain he sells. He plans ahead for drier 
months, storing grain in his barn. And 
at the end of the day his family gathers 

together for a meal in their new home, 
symbolic of the new life they’ve begun.

“Now that we have accepted Jesus, our 
hearts have been rebuilt,” John says, 
his face aglow. “God has changed me 
from being a reckless man. I had fits of 
rage that took me to prison, but now I 
cannot tell you how happy I am.” 

RESPONSE PROGRAMS: Sponsorship brings a host of benefits to children living in poverty: educational 
opportunities, a connection to a caring sponsor, medical checkups and more. But children have needs that go beyond 
what sponsorship covers. That’s where the Response Programs come in to address unique one-time needs of children 
and the broader needs in their communities. These programs help ensure families have access to the basic necessities 
of life, such as clean water, job training, secure housing and dozens of other practical, community-wide needs. 

IN CANADA, GIVING TO COMPASSION’S RESPONSE PROGRAMS 
TOTALED $3,382,421 IN 2013, ALLOWING US TO ADDRESS 
MORE OF THE URGENT NEEDS OF THE CHILDREN IN OUR CARE.

2012/2013 YEAR IN REVIEWRESPONSE PROGRAMS
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE WE SERVED IN 2013 BY COUNTRY:

WHERE DOES COMPASSION’S 
SUPPORT COME FROM?

In our last fiscal year, Compassion’s support came from 79,657 individuals, 
families and organizations. Their generosity allowed us to continue our 
mission of releasing children from poverty, seeing them develop healthy 

minds, bodies, relationships and a lasting faith in Jesus Christ.

2,396 (OTHER 3 %)
 CHURCHES (43%)

    1031

 BUSINESSES (43%)
    1030

 OTHER GROUPS (7.6%)
    183

 SCHOOLS (4.1%)
     99 

 SERVICE/COMMUNITY (1.3%)
     31

 FOUNDATIONS (0.9%)
     22

79,657 TOTAL SUPPORTERS
 INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES (97%)

    77,261 

 OTHER (3%)
    2,396 

 340,533
 HAITI  78,968

 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  50,590

 EL SALVADOR  49,133

 HONDURAS  46,781

 GUATEMALA  43,372

 NICARAGUA  41,386

 MEXICO  30,303

 283,479
 BOLIVIA  64,356

 ECUADOR  62,373

 PERU  59,720

 COLOMBIA  59,702

 BRAZIL  37,328

 501,938
 KENYA  92,982

 ETHIOPIA  87,055

 UGANDA  79,324

 TANZANIA  68,195

 RWANDA  64,624

 GHANA  47,514

 BURKINA FASO  44,293

 TOGO  17,951

 378,443
 INDIA  134,850

 INDONESIA  104,254

 PHILIPPINES  68,929

 THAILAND  36,586

 BANGLADESH  28,901

 SRI LANKA  4,923

Individuals and families make up 97 per cent of our total supporters. 
The other three per cent comes from churches, Sunday schools and 
youth groups, businesses/organizations, schools, service/community 
organizations and other groups.

TOTAL 
SUPPORTERS

IN 2013

OTHER
3% OF

SUPPORTERS

*Total beneficiaries include all children registered in the Child Sponsorship Program, mothers and 

children in the Child Survival Program and students in the Leadership Development Program.

CENTRAL
AMERICA

22.6%

SOUTH
AMERICA

18.8%

AFRICA
33.4%

ASIA
25.2%

1,504,393

THE GLOBAL IMPACT COMPASSION’S SUPPORT

children and adults were being assisted through 
Compassion’s ministry at the end of June 2013.
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COMPASSION CANADA: BY THE NUMBERS
REVENUE

    Child Sponsorship Program

    Child Survival Program

     Leadership Development Program

    Response Programs    

    General programs

    Investment income

            Total revenue

EXPENSES

    MINISTRY ACTIVITIES (PROGRAM)

    Child Sponsorship Program

    Child Survival Program

    Leadership Development Program  

    Response Programs

    General programs

        Total ministry activities (Program)

    SUPPORT SERVICES

    Fundraising

    General and administration

        Total support services

            Total expenses

FUNDS FOR FUTURE MINISTRIES:

FINANCIALS BY PERCENTAGE: 

    MINISTRY ACTIVITIES (PROGRAM)

    FUNDRAISING

    GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION

2012

45,423,208

792,443

636,780

3,415,865

8,376

441,528

$ 50,718,200

39,280,734

933,198

552,590

2,792,973

15,015

 $  43,574,510

4,919,743

2,607,328

$ 7,527,071

$ 51,101,581

$ (383,381)

85.3%

9.6%

5.1%

At Compassion, we take financial stewardship seriously. This 
year, 84.1 per cent of funds were used for program activities 
benefiting the children we serve, and 15.9 per cent for 
fundraising and administrative expenses. 

FINANCIAL INTEGRITY

FUNDRAISING

FINANCIAL INTEGRITY MATTERS.
THAT’S OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU.

FINANCIAL
INTEGRITY PROGRAM (84.1%)

 INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM (79.5%)

 SPONSOR DONOR SERVICES, CANADA (4.6%)

FUNDRAISING AND ADMIN (15.9%)
 FUNDRAISING EXPENSES (10.7%)

 ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES (5.2%)

As certified members of the Canadian Council of Christian 
Charities and the Better Business Bureau of Canada, 
Compassion is committed to handling the finances entrusted 
to us with the utmost integrity.

This commitment goes beyond Canada. For 12 consecutive 
years, Charity Navigator has awarded Compassion 
International its highest rating—four-stars—for responsible 
financial management.

1¢
$11¢ 1¢ 1¢ 1¢

1¢ 1¢ 1¢ 1¢ 1¢

1¢1¢

2013

48,924,837

1,288,702

964,400

3,382,421

508,036

316,697

$ 55,385,093

42,413,625

1,128,112

900,653

2,670,524

4,615

 $  47,117,529

6,008,783

2,928,063

$ 8,936,846

$ 56,054,375

$ (669,282)

84.1%

10.7%

5.2%IT TAKES US JUST 10.7¢ TO RAISE $1*

This pays for all of our fundraising staff, print & radio advertising, 
printing & distribution costs for our mailings, fundraising events 
and online activities.

*  Excluding any gift where 100% of the funds are designated to program use (such as child, family 
and project gifts). Additionally, Compassion Canada does not, directly or indirectly, pay finder’s fees, 
commissions or percentage compensation based on contributions (as outlined in Imagine Canada’s 
Ethical Code – for more information, visit www.imaginecanada.ca).

FINANCIALS 2012/2013 YEAR IN REVIEW

MAKING YOUR GIFTS GO FURTHER: Because of changes to our global funding model and the strength of 
the Canadian dollar, this year, we found ourselves with a surplus of funds from sponsorship donations. What did 
we do with this surplus? We used it to pay for medical interventions, bring care to highly vulnerable children and 
provide support to children awaiting sponsorship! That’s one of the ways we’re making your gifts go further.
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COMPASSION CANADA
Box 5591 London, ON  N6A 5G8

TEL: (519) 668-0224  TOLL FREE: 1-800-563-5437  FAX: (519) 685-1107
www.compassion.ca

WHAT IS COMPASSION? 

As one of the world’s leading child development organizations, 
Compassion partners with the local church in 26 countries to end 

poverty in the lives of children and their families. Today, more 
than 1.5 million children and their families are discovering lives 

full of promise and purpose as they develop in all aspects of their 
lives—minds, bodies and relationships—while discovering God’s 

love for them in the gospel of Jesus Christ.


